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THE 

ADVENTURER: 



M» 92. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 175S. 



Cum telWix ammum etMs*rU titmei ItnettL H0&* 

Bold be the critic, 2ealoui to hii tru$t. 
Like the fimi judge inexorably jost. 



TO THE ADVENTURER. 

Xk the papers of criticism which voa hare given 
to the pubhcy t fSscve rem^ked.a spirit of candour 
and love of truths equally remote from bigotry and 
Captiouisness ; a just distribution of praise amongst 
the ancients and the modems ; a sober deference to 
reputation long estaUished* without a blind adoration 
ot antiquity ; and a willingness to favour later per- 
formances^ without a light or puerile fondness for 
' novelty. 5. n 

I snail, therefore, venture to lay before you, sucn 
observations as have risen to my mind, in the con- 
sideration of Virgil's pastorals, without any inquiry' 
'how far my sentiments deviate ^from established rule/i 
cm: common opijiioDS. , I, .' 

VOL. XXV- B* ' " 
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2 ADYBNTURKIL n" ML 

If we survey the ten pas^rals In a general view, 
it will be found that Virgil can derive from them 
very little claim tp the praise of an inventor. To 
search into the antiquity of this kind ot poetry, is 
not ihy present purpose ; that it has (ong subsisted 
In the east, the Sacred Wntinss sufficiently inform 
us ; and we may conjectuce, with great probability^ 
tha^ it was sometimes the devotion, and sometimes 
the entertainment of the first generations of man- 
kind. Theocritus united *ele^nce with simplicity.; 
and taught his shepherds to smg with so much ease 
and harmony, that his countrymen despairing to excel, 
forbore to imitate him^r«o4 the Greeks, however 
vain or ambitious, left him in quiet possession of th» 
garlands which the wood-nymphs had bestowed upon 

Virgil, however, takiog advantage of another Ian- 

rge, ventured to copy or to rival the Sicilian Bard : 
has written with greater splendor of diction, and 
elevation of sentiment : but as the magnificenct 
of his performances was more, the simplicity was less : 
and, perhaps, where he exeels Theocritus, he tome- 
limes obtains his superiority by deviating from the 
pastoral character, and pertorming what Theocritus 
never attempted. 

Yet, though I would willingly pay to Theocritua 
the honour which is always due to an original au* 
^hor, I am far from intending to depreciate Wgil ; of 
whom Horace justly declares, that Uie rural tnusei 
liave appropriated to him their ele^rance and sweet* 
liess, and who, as he copied Theocritus in his design, 
Ibas resembled him likewise in his success ; for, if 
we except Calphumms, an obscure author of the 
lower ages, I know not that a sm^-pastoral wal^ 
written a&er :hm by any poet, till the revival of 
literature. 

fi^ <i mH|l i>4iii g i MLK l merit \um bees u&iigjK 
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sally ackiiowled|j^y I am far from thinking all th^. 
production of hia rural Thalia equally excellent: 
there is, indeed, in all his pastorals, a strain of 
versification which it is vain to seek in any other 
poet; but if we except th^ first and the tenth, liiey 
seen) liable either wholly or in part to considerable 
otyections. 

The second, though we should forget the great 
charge a^nst it» wh£ch I am afraid can never Ix re. 
fiite^ might, I think, have perished, without any 
diminution of the praise of its author ; for I know: 
not that it contains one afiecting sentiment or pleasing 
description, or one passage that strikes the imaginatioik 
or awakens the passions. 

The third contains a contest between two shepherds^, 
begun with a quarrel of which some particular! 
mi^ht Will be spared, carried on with sprightliness 
and elegance, and terminated at last in a reconcilia^ 
tion : Uit surelv, whether the invectives with which 
they atuck each other be true or false, they are too 
much degraded from the dignity of pastoral inno* 
cence: and instead of rejoicing that they are both 
victorious, I should not have gneved could they have 
been both defeated. 

• Hie poem to Pollio is, mdeed, of another kind : 
it is filled with images at once splendid and pleasing^ 
and is elevated with grandeur of language worthy 
of the first of Roman poets; but I am not able to 
reconcile m3rself to the disproportion, between tht 
performance and the occasion that produced it: that 
the golden a£|e should return because Pollio bad a soq, 
appears so wild a fiction, that I am ready to suspect 
ybe poet of having written, for some other purpose^ 
lirhat he took this opportunity of producing to the 
public. 

. The fifth contains a celebration of Daphnis, which 
Jm» atood ta all succeedii^ ages a« the model of 
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4 AEr^tJ^nnuoL ii*92. 

pastoral degies. To deny praise to a perfermaoce 
vhich 80 many thousands have laboured to imitate^ 
would be to jud^ with too little deference for the 
opinion of mankind : yet whoever shall read it with 
impartiality, will find that most of the hnages are of 
the mythological kind,^and, therefore, easily mvented | 
and that there are few sentiments of rational praise or' 
natural lamentation. 

In the Silenus he again rises to the dignity of phi* 
losophic sentiment and heroic poetry. The addresf 
to Varus is eminently beautiful : but since the com« 
pliment paid to Gallus fixes the transaction to his own 
time, the fiction of Silenus seems injudicious $ nor 
has any sufficient reason yet been found, to justi^ his 
choice of those fables that make the subject or the, 
song. 

y^he seventh exhibito another contest of the tuneful 
shepherds : and, surely, it is not widiout some re*' 
proach to hid inventive power, that of ten pastorals • 
Virgil has written two upon the same plan. One of 
the shepherds now gains an acknowledged victory, but 
without any apparent superiority; and the reader* 
when he sees the prize adjudged, is not able to dis-. 
cover how.it was deserved* 

Of the eighth pastoral, so. little is properly the 
work of Virgil, that he has no claim to other praise 
or blame than that of a translator. 

Of the ninth it is scaixe possible to discover the 
design or tendency : it is said, I know not upon what 
authority, to have been composed from fi'agments of 
other poems ; and except a few lines in which the 
duthor touches upon his own misfortunes, there is 
nothing that seems appropriated to any time or place, 
or of which any other use can be discovered than to 
fill up the poon.. 

The first and the tenth pastorals, whatever be 
determined of the rest, are sufficient to place their 
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li^^H Asmonvnau j^ 

author above the reach of rivalry. The complaint of 
Galliu dismMinted in his love» it full of sack tenti* 
raents a« ctisappointed love naturally produces; hia 
wishes are wild, his resentment is tenidcr, and his ^r- 
poses are inconstant. In the genuine language of 
demir, he soothes himself awhile with the pity that 
shall be paid him after his death : 

■ Ta»u9 tatUaliiht Arardei, Mf»/!f, 
^fetttihis hse wttrU : sdi tantare peHii 9 

Areaiks. wuhi turn pMum auUiSir ma fnUuMi^ 
Ttitru wteos ^Hm nftiiaSeattmmni I 

■ I Yct,0 Arcadian twainty 

Te ben artUicen of ioochiQ|- acraiiial 

Tune your soft reeds, and teacb your rocki my woel^ 

So shall my shade in sweeter rest repose. 

O that your birth and business had been mine ; 

To feed the flock» and prune the spreading vine f 

WARTMl. 

Discontented \idth his presentcondiuan»and desirous 
to be any thing but what he is, he wishes himself one 
of the shepherds. He then catches the idea of rural 
tranqidllity ; but soons discovers how much happier he 
shoidd be in these happy regions, with Lycens at lui 
side. 

Bit gelUlfmitt^ hk wuUk praUt Lytori f 
Hie tumiu s He ipto tteum eotuuwiertr mv^ 
JiuHc itumnut aai^ duri me Marth harmh ; 
Tela imUr wudUy atmu adversct deimet UtUt. 
TupnculapahrtM (tue sit mibi credere) iantum, \ 
Alpituu^ahdmra^tuntiiXsfJrinraRhemi . 
Metmes^vide*, AhUmeJrigeraUdauif 
Ah iiii tu teaeras glaciee leeef aspera plautas t 

Here ccoBng fountains roH thrd" flow'ry mcadf^ 

Here woods, Lycoris, lift their vierdant Beads; 

Here could i weal* my careless fife away. 

And in thyanns iasCBsibly depiy. 

Instead pf that, me frantic love detains 

ibiid fQcs«ahddreadfal darts, and blsodyt^l^; ' 
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t^ ADVEimmsiu ,^^. 

While you— * and can my soyl t)ie tak belieye,^ 

Far from your coiuitEy,'loiiely w«iHl*riDg ktve '> 

Me, ue youf lover, barbaroue fiigltivc ! J^ 

8«dc tbe roMgh A\pf whm m^^m eternal ihiii*. 

And joyless borders of the frozen Rhine. 

Ah ! may no cold e*er bl ?st pny dearest maid, 

Nor pointed ice thy tender feet invade! WARTON. 

He then turns hia thoughts on eveiy side, iq 
^uest of something that may solace or amuse him ; he 
proposes happiness to himsdf^ first in one sch€»De.and 
then in another ; and at last finds that nothing ^il| 
satisfy : 

^amMtque Hamad/yades mfJum, nee earmtna nobh 
Jptaplatetii : ipsa rursutn etmcedlte »yh^» 
fToniUum H9stri poisunt mutare labercs i * 
JSecsiJrigoribus mediis Hebrumque hihamus^ 
^ ^itb^mofque nives hyemit suheamvs aquosa ; 
J^u.si,cum m9riens alta lUer aret in ulmop 
MiiiofiMm venemifi 9V€isMk sfdfiTQ Cancrit 
Omnia vincit amor ; tt nos eedamus amori* 

Bat now again no more tl|e woodland maids, 
Nor p«4&oral so^gs delight-^ Farewei, ye ^ades— --s 
* No toUs of ours the cruel god can change, 
Tho* lost in frozen deserts we shouM range ; 
Tho* we should drink where chilling Hebrus flows. 
Endure bleak winter's blasts, a^d Thracian snows ; 
Or on hot India's pbinp our flocks should fted. 
Where the piirch*d elm declines his sickening head ; 
!^eneath fierce .glowing Cs|icer*s fiery beams. 
Far from cool breezes and refreshing screams. 
Love over all maintains resisdess sway. 
And let os love's all- conquering power obey. 

WARTON. 

Bnt nptwjthstaoidinff the .excellence of the tenth 
pastoral, I cannot forbear to give the preference to 
thefirsty which k equally natural and more diversi. 
fied* The complaint of the shepherd, who saw his 
old com^ioQ at ease in the shade, while hifnself 
was driving his little flocl^ he luiew not whither, ia 



Digitized by Google 



fuch as, with TBristtfee af cmsumitinces, 'mitery 
iftwzyt utters at the sight of prosperity \ 

Nat ft^rlafineiy V A/ri^ Knpnmusmrva ; 

JViw patriam fi^imtu : fv, THyrt^ imtut in Mdfr#, 

Pmrmtam rctitart ious Ammryliida tylvtu, 

Vc leave our country^ bounds, our much 1ov*d plains : 
We from our country fly, uiihi^ipy swains ! 
You, Tit*rus, in the groves at leisure laid* 
Teadi Amaryllis* name to every shade. 

WARTQN. 

His account of the difficulties of his journey, glve^ 
a very tender image of pastqral distress : 



-£a iftst cafdUs 



•JFr^Umu agtrago : Mn^ tU^m vix, Tt/yr/, due^ , 
Hie inter dmsas ttryUt moda uamque g*auUiUf 
9/^"* £y^g**» ^ ' **^* ^ «v<^ connixa reliqiuU 

And lo ! sad partner of the general care. 
Weary and faint I drive my goats afar ! • . 
While scarce y this my leading hand sustains, 
Tir*d wi' h the way, and tecent from her pains ; 
For *roid yon tanglad kaiels as wc past, 
On the bare flints her haplest twin she cssC,, 
The hopes and promise of my ruin*d fold i 

WARTON. 

' The description of Virgil's happiness in hi^ little 
(krm, combines almost all the images of rural plea- 
sure; and he, therefore, that can read it with jn- 
difierence, has no sense of pastoral poetry : 

FmrtmuU setux^ ergo hta rura mant&umtf 
Mt tihi magna satit; quamvis lapis tmnia n»iui% 
tLimoioqtu palut nbdueat pascua jwu*^ 
Non imsneta gravet tefdahumt p^Uefidat^ 
JNftc wuda vieitiipeeffrit cwtagia tatknU 
Fartunatt setux^ bit htUr^fmmima jm/o, 
MtfitOet tacruffrigut captahit opaeum, 
MjtHC tiht^ fu€ ifmfer vicim9 ab limU i*P»^ 
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9 AUTENTimaiL «* 9& 

Smpe Uvt tomntm sumdehH imin t uturr§i. 
Himealta tub rupecantifrondator adavrtus 
^eetamem imterta raue^t^iifrm eura paluwAes^ 
N^ f «"*f >*< dcria ceua^t tttrtur ab nlmom 

Hippy old man ! then still thy hm^ restor'd 
Eno^ for thee, shall bless thv frugal boani. 
What tho* rou<h stones the naked soil o'erspready 
Or marshy bulrush rear its wat'ry hea ^, 
Ko foreign food thy teeming ewes shall fear» 
NotMijch contagious spread its influence here. 
Happy old man ! here 'mid th* accustom'd streams 
And sacred springs, you*U shun the scorching beams ; 
Vhib from yon willow-fence, thy pasture's bound. 
The bees that suck their ilow'ry stores anniad. 
Shall sweetly mingle, with the whispering boughs, 
Their lulling murmurs, and inrite repose: 
While from steep rocks the pruner's song is beard $ 
Nor the soft-cooing dove, thy fev'riie bird, 
Meanwhile shall cease to breathe her rndtxag atnuny 
Nor turtles from th' aerial ebn to plain. W ARTON. 

It taay be observed, that these two poems were 
produced by events that really happened ; and may, 
therefore, tie of use to prove that we can always 
feel more than we can imagine, and that the most 
artful fiction must give vny to truth. 
1 am. Sir, 
T Vour humble servant, 

DUBIU& 
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IP 93. TUESDAr, SEPTEMBER 2S, 1753,; 



e^/Migus; \Sf m»d» me Tkebii^m4ih pmUAAeA. HOIU 

*Tis be who giv^ my breast a thousand paifts* • 

Can make me feel each passion that he feigns ; 

Enra^, qomposfs, with more than magic art \ 

With pity, and with terror tear my heart ;. 

A^d snatch me, o*cr the huth, or thro' the air» ' 

To Thebes, to Atheniy whien he will, and wher& POBft 

^^TfiRS of a mixed character, that abouAd in 
trsnacendent beauties and in gross jmper^ctions, are 
the most proper and most pregnant subjects for criti'^ 
Cisra. The regularity and correctness of a Virgil <Mr 
Horace^ almost confine their comrnenutors to perpe^ 
tual pmegyriCy and afford them few opportunities of 
diver|ifytng their remarks b^ the deletion of latent 
blemishes. For this reason, I am inclined to think» 
that a few observations on the writings of Shakspeare| 
will not be deemed useless or unontertaining, because 
he exhibits )nore numerous examples of ex<:etlencies 
ind feuhs, of ev^ry kkid, than are, perhaps, to be dis^ 
covered in any other author. I shall, therefore, from 
tinie to time, examine his merit as > poet, without 
Wind admiration, or wanton invective, 

As Shakspeare is sometimes blameabl^ for the 
pnduct of 1)18 fables, which haye no unity ; and 
fometimes^r luf dietipDy which is (ibsc^re and 
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turgid; so hks characterittical excellendet may jios- 
sibly be reduced to these three general heads : < his 
lively creative imarinatioii ; his strokes of nature 
and passion ; and his preservation of the consistency 
of his characters.' These exceUendes^ particularly 
the last, are of so much imflortanGe in the drama^ 
that they amply compensate for his transgressions 
against the rules of Time and Place, which being of 
a more mechanical natnrey are often strictly ob* 
served by a genhis of the lowest order ; but to pour- 
tray characters naturally, and to preserve them 
uniformly, requires such an intimate knowledge of 
the heart of man, and is so rare a portion of fe&city, 
as to have been enjoyed, perhaps, only by two writers^ 
Homer and Shakspeare. 

Of all the plays of Shakspeare* the Tempeft i« 
the most striking instance of his creative power. 
He has there given the reins ta his boundless ima^ 
nation, and 1^ carried the romantic, the wondo*- 
fill, and the wild, to the most pleasing extrava^ 
gance. The scene is a desolate island; and the 
characters the most new and singular that can well 
be conceived: a prince who practises majric, an at- 
tendant spirit, a monster the son of a witch, and a 
young lady who had been brought to this solitude 
m her infancy, and had never beheld a man except her 
&ther. 

As I have affirmed that Shakspeare's chief excd* 
lence is the consistency of his characten, I will ex^ 
emplify the truth of this renuirk, b^ pointing out 
some roa8ter-«trokes of this nature in the drama 
before us. 

The poet artfiiUy acquaints ut that Protpero is a 
magician, by the very first woids which hit daughW 
Miranda qieaka to him : 

' Tf by your art, my dearest fa^er, you We 
Put the wild wasets in thisrosr, slby thtmi 
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which intimate tkat the teflk])it«t described in die 
Mceding scene, was the effect of Prosperous power* 
The manner in which he was driven from his dak^ 
dom of Milan, and landed afterwards on this soli* 
litary island, accompanied only by his daughter, is 
immediately introduced in a short and natural nar* 
fation. 

The officers of his attendant Spirit, Ariel, are 
enumerated with amazing wildness of fancy, and yet 
with equal propriety : his employment is said to be, 

——To tread the ooze 

Ofthe salt deep; 

To run upon the sharp wind of the north; 

To do^business in the veins o' th* earth. 

When it is bak*d with frost ; 

——to dive into the fire; to ride 

On the curFd clouds. 

In describbg the place in which he has concealed 
4ie Nea])olitan ship, Ariel expresses the secrecy of 
ks situation by the following circumstance, whi^ 
artfully glances at another of his services ; 

— ^In the deep nook, where once 

Thou caU*st me up at midnight, t» fetch dew 

From the still-vext Bermudas. 

Aciel, being one of those elves or spirits, * whosf 
pastime is to make midnight mushrooms, and wl)o 
ff^ce to listen to the solemn curfew;' by whose 
assistance Ayspiro has bedimm'd the sun at noofb- 
tide, — 

Afkd *tm%t the^green ita M^ azur'd vaMi', 
Scii^owmsw^r; ^' _] 

has ^Mftni'Mau and im^fes peculiar to his statioa 
and olHoe: « •beauty ^,^.]Ki^ kind fvith that 
which is Ibo jttBtiy acUured 'lA the Adam of MUtom, 
whpao maanera uAmiigiipim^ araaiiPaibidisaiMi* 
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How de&ditftt% and how sttitaUj to his character^ 
.are the ba&tatioas and pastimes of this inviaibie bdn^ 
.ppbted out in the following exqmsite song ! 

♦ Where the bee ^cks, there mck I : 

In a cowtUp's bell I lie ; - 

There I couch "when owls do cry. 

Ob the bat*s back I do ily, 

After sun-set merrily. 
Merrily merrily shall 1 live now, 
Underthe blossom that hmgson the bmigh. 

Mr. Pope> whose Imagination has been thought by 
some the least of his excefiencies, hasy doubtless, con- 
ceived and carried on the machinery in his * Rape of 
the Lock,' with vast exuberance of ^cv. The 
images, customs and employments of his Sylphs, are 
exactly adapted to their natures, are peculiar and ap- 
propriatedy aj^eall, if I may.be allowed the expre«- 
jfion,. Sylphish. The enumeration of the punishments 
they were to undergo, if they neglected their charge, 
would, on account of its poetry and propriety, and 
especially the mixcure of obli<|ue satire, be superior to 
any circumstances in Shakspearc's Ariel,if we could sup- 
pose Pope to have been unacquainted with the Tem- 
.pest, when he wrote this part of his accomplished 
jpoem. . * 

^^■■■■■"Siie ^tin oohmm thee ' • 
Into a doren pine t within which rift 4 

Imprison*d, thou didtt painfully remain 
A doaen yean: within which ipace th« &fd. 
And left thee there ; where thott didbt vtnt thy' groani. 
As futas mill-wheels strike. 

^ If thou more munnur*st, I wiH rend an'oiik, 
.^ A|id peg th0e in liii knotty entrails^ *t]U 

f Thm^ikawX!4Mmftff9mmxinL «... ^^ ..- 
6 
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For tfaii^ be safe, to-m^t tlMu tkdt have tnmgsh 
Side»stttchet that shall pen thy breath up : urchins 
Shall, for that vast of Mght tMt they my irork. 
All eidercibeon thee ; thou cbak be pinch*d 
•As thick as honey-coinbs, each pinch more stinging 
^ Than bees, that siade'enu 

If thou neglect'st or dost unwillingly 
What I command, I'll rack thee with old crampi ; 
Fill all ^y bones with athes : make thee roar. 
That bcasu shall tremble at thy diB. 

SHAKSP£ARE. 

Wliateyer spirit, careless of his charge, , 
Forsakes hb post or leaves the fair at hiige. 
Shall feel sharp vengeance soon o'ertake his ^9 ' 
Be stoppM in vials, or transfixt with pins ; 
Or plung'd in lakea of Utter washes lie. 
Or wedg*d whole ages in a bodkin's eye : 
Gums a- d pomatums shall his flight resfain, 
While clogg'd he beats his silken wings in vfin ; 
Or allura styptics with contracting pow'r, 
Shrink his thin essence like a shriveH'd floW*r : 
Or as Uion fix'd, the wreuh shall feel 
The giddy motion of the whirling wheel $ 
In fumes of burning chocolate shall glow, 
And tremble at the sea that firoths below I FOP£» 

The method ^Mck it takm to kdkiGe Ferdiaiod td 
believe that his father was drowned io the l^te tempeft^ 
is exceedingly solemn and striking. He is sitting 
<upoa a solitary rock*, atid weejnitt; over-againit the 
•place wheve he iniM;iiied his &&r vnm wrecked^ 
vhea he. .siidfk&ly htan ^th atHOMshmeBt aerial 
music creep bv him upon the waters* awLthe Spiiil 
gives him the following informadon m wocds not pio- 
per for spf but A Spirit to utter : 

FuU fathom five thy father lies i 
. . Ofhis bones are coral made t 
Those are pearls that were his eyes i 
. Nothing of him that doch fade,, 
f ' Bui doth«i]iFera aea-change, 

Ii9tt>saaa««httigtkhaadfttKi|Si. -. . 

VOL. XXV. * Q 
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And then follows a most Imly circumstance ; 

Sea-nymphs hourly ring hisknclL 
Hark! nowlhearthem— Duig*<long-bcU! 

This is so truly poetical, that one can scarce for* 
bear exclaiming with Ferdinand, 

This is no mortal business, nor no souiui 
That the earth owns !— 

The happy versatility of Shakspeare's genius en* 
ables him to excel in lyric as well as in dramatic 
poesy. 

But the poet rises still higher in his management 
of this character of Ariel, by making a moral use of it, 
that is, I think, incomparable, and the greatest effort 
of his art. Ariel informs Prospero, that he has ful- 
filled his orders, and punished his brother and com- 
panions 80 severely, that if he himself was now to 
behold their sufferings, he would greatly compassionate 
them. To which Prospero answers, 

•——Dost thou think to. Spirit f 
Aatz I.. Miae would. Sir, ware I humaa. 
TaosPERO. And mine ^U. 

He then takes occasbn, with wMderfo) dexterity and 
humanity, to draw an argument Btom the incorporealitjr 
of Ariel, for the justice and necettity of pity ud 
forgiveness : 

Hast thou, which at but an*, a tooch, t feeliiig • 

Of their afflictions ; and shall not myself, 
Qne of their kind, that relish alias snarply, 
Passion'd as they, be kindlier moyM than thou an ? 

The poet is a more powerful magician tjuin hit own 
F^-osf erQ : we u-e^traasponed into /airy kikl i we are 
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wrapt in t jklidaus di«ain» from wluck k b miioy to 
^ disturbed ; aU aroiuid is enchantment J 

■ T he isle is full of noises, 

Sot]iitk,and sweet airs, that give delight and hurt not^ 

Sanctimec a thousand twanging instruments 

Will hum about miae cars, and soaaetimes voicet ; 

That, if I then had wak'd after long sleep, 

Will make me sleep again : and then in dreaming^ 

The clouds, methoughc, would open and shew riches 

Ready to drop upon me -.——when I wakMy 

I ay d to dream again ! 

z 



N'^. SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2$, 1755. 



Motutro quod if St tihipossu Atn, JW* 

I Whatlsheir, 

Thyaelf maj fteely on thyself bettow. PRYDEN. 



TO THJB ADVENTURER* 

aim, 

Yoi7 have aa m e w here discounged the hope of idle- 
nest hf shewing, that whoever com^et the number 
of those who have possessed fbrtiutoas advantages, 
aod of those who have been disappointed in their ex- 
pectations, wiU have little reason to register himself 
in the lucky catalogvc^ 

Bnt as we have seen thousands subscribe to a 
raffle, of which one only could obtain the prize ; so ' 
idkoeps will still precume to hope, if the advao* 
c 2 
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ta^etf faowerer unprebaUe, are admitted to lie 
within the bounda of posnbili^. Let the drone^ 
therefore, be told, that if by the error of fortune 
he obtains the stores of the bee» he cannot enjoy 
the felicity ; that the hooey which is not gathered 
by industry, will be eaten without relish, if it is not 
wasted in riot ; and that all who become possessed 
of the immediate object of their hope, without any 
efforts of their own, will be disaj^inted of.enjoy-^ 
ment. . ^ : 

No life can be happy, but that which is spent m 
the prosecution of some purpose to which our 
powers are equal, and which we, therefore, prose- 
cute with success : for this reason it is absurd to 
dread business, upon pretence that it will leave few 
intervals to: pleasure. Bunnees is that by whict Ir* 
dustry pursues it* purpose, and the purpose of in- 
dustry IS seldom disappoioybed^. he who endeavours 
to arrive at a certain point, which he perceives 
himself perpetu^ly .. to approach, enjoys . .^1 the 
happiness which nature has allotted to those hoiu-s, 
that are not spent in the immediate gratification of 
appetites by which our own wants are indicated, or 
or affections by which we are prompted to supply 
the wants of others. The end proposed by the 
busy, is various as their temper, constitution, ha- 
j^its, and circumstances : but in the labour itself is 
the enjoyment, whether it be pursued to supply the 
necessaries or the conveniences of 41^, whedia* to 
cultivate a £irm or decorate a palace; for vAietk 
the palace is decorated, and the bam filled, th^ 
pleasure is at an end, till the object- of desire h 
again placed at a distance, and our powers are 
aeain employed to obtain it wkh apparent success^ 
Nor is the value of life less, ihan i^ oat enjoyment 
did not thus condst m anticipation % for by antici^ 
patioiSy the pleasure \^ich wouid otherwise be cet^ 
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If^icted ttrithiA an lioiBr» k diffiued tboogli a week | 
aad if the dread whkk exjttgeratea fbtnre evil is con« 
fesaed to be an increase ofmiseryy the hope which 
magnifies future good cannot be denied to be an accea* 
aion of haiqiineas* 

The moat numenws class of those who presume 
to hope for miraculous advantages^ is that of gamesters^ 
But by gamesters^ I do not mean the gentlemen who 
acake an estate* against the cunning of diose who have 
none; ibr I leave the cure of lunatics to the pro- 
- fessors of physic : I mean the dissolute and indigent : 
who in the common phrase put themselves in Fortune's 
way* and expect from her bounty that which they 
eagerlv desirty and yet believe to be too dearly pur- 
chased by diligence and industry ; tradesmen who 
neglect their businessy to squander in fiwhionaUe 
fimies more than it can produce ; and swaggerers who 
zank themselves with gentlemen, merely because they 
have no business to pursue. 

The gamester of this class will appear to be 
eqfually wretched, whether his hope be fiilfilled or 
dissqipointed ; the object of it depends upon a contin- 
gency, over which he has no influence ; he pursues 
no purpose with gradual and perceptible success, and, 
therefore, cannot enjo^ the pleasure which arises 
from the anticipation of its accomplishment ; his mind 
is perpetually on the itick ; he is anxious in proportion 
to the eagerness of his desire, and his inability to 
tffect it ; to the pangs of suspense, succeed those of 
disappointment ; and a momentary gain only embitters 
the loss that follows. Such is the life of him, who 
shuns buainess because he would secure leisure for 
enjoyment ; except it happens, against the odds of a 
million to one, that a run of success puts him intip the 
possession of a sum suiBcient to subsist him in idle- 
ness the remainder of his life : and in this case, the 
idlencsa which made him wretched while M waited 

c d 
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for die bQtmt^r of fortune, wili BMesaarity ke^ him 
wretched after his bestowed s ht w^l find, that in th* 
gratilicatioa of his sqypetitet he can fiU but a smatt 
portion of his time, and that these appetites themselvei 
are weakened by every attempt to increase* the enjoyw 
ment which they were intended to supply ; he will, 
therefore^ either doze away hfe in a kind of listlatt 
indolence, which he despairs to exalt into felicity, or 
he will imagine that t\^ good he wants is to be ob» 
tained by an increase of his weakh, by a larger house^ 
a more splendid equipage, attd a more nameroai 
retinue. If with this notion he has again recoort^ 
to the altar of fortune, he will either be undeceived 
by a new series of success, or he will be reduced to 
his original indigence bf the loss of that wluch he 
knew not how to enjoy : if this happens, of whiell 
there is the highest degree* of probabiHty, he will 
instantly become more wretched in proportion as h^ 
was rich ; though, while he was rich, h& was not nK»^ 
happy in propoixion as he had been poor* Whatever 
is won, is reduced by experiment ta its intrinsic v^se % 
whatever is lost, is heightened by imagination to more^ 
Wealth is no sooner dissipatod, than its inanity sf 
for^ten, and it is regretted as the means of happmess 
which it was not found to afibrd. The gamester, 
therefore, of whatever class, plays a^iist mamfost 
odds ; since that which he wins he discovers to . be 
-brass, and that wluch he loses he values^ as gold^ 
And it should also be remarked, that in this esttmiMe 
of his life, I have not supposed him to lose a single 
•take which he had not first won. 
' But though gaming in general is wisely prohilMted 
by the legislature, as productive not only of private 
but #f puUic evil ; yet there is one q)ecies to which 
iill are sometimes invh:ed, which equally encourages 
the hope of idleness, and rdaxes tlw vigour of 
-tndujttryi ' : 
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* Ned rFOth^ WBo had been setcru years botler iii 
a family of disttnetion^ haring mred about feur 
hundred pounds, took a little house in the suburbs^ 
and laid in a stock of liquors, for tdiich he paid ready 
money, and which were, therefore, the best of the 
kind, Ned perceived his trade increase ; he pursued 
it witli fresh alacrity, he exulted in his success, and 
the joy of his heart sparkled in his countenance ; but 
it happened that Ned, in the nudst of his happiness 
and prosperity, was prevailed upon to buy a lottery 
ticket. The moment hitf hope was fixed upon an (^ 
ject which industry could not obtain, he determined to 
be industrious no longer: to draw drink for a dirty , 
and bmsterotts rabUe, was a slaveiy td which he now 
submitted with reluctance, and he longed for the mo- 
ment in which he should be free : instead of telling 
his story, and cracking his joke for the entertainment 
of his customers, he received them with indifference, 
was observed to be silent and sttllen, and amused him- 
self by going Aree or four times a day to search the 
register of fortune for the success of his ticket. * 

In this disposition Ned was sitting one morning 
in the comer of a bench by his fire-side, wholly 
abstracted in the ccmtemplation of his future fortune ; ^ 
indulging this moment the hope of a mere possibility^ 
and the next shuddering with the dread of losing the 
foHcity which his fancy had combined with the posses- 
sion of ten thousand pounds* ' A man well dressed, 
entered hastily, and inquired for him of his guests,, 
who many times called him aloud by his name, and 
curst him for his deafness and stupidity, before Ned 
started up as from a dream, and asked with a fretfiil 
impatience what they wanted. An affected confix 
dence of being well received* and an air of forced 
jocularity in the stranger, gave Ned some offence } 
but the next moment he cat<£ed him in his arms in a 
transport of joy, upon receiving hie congratulation at 
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pioprietoii of the ibminate ticket^ whtdi had that mom- 
log been drawn a prize of the first clast. 

It was noty howerer, long before Ned discovered 
that ten thousand pounds did not bring the felicity 
which he expected ; a discovery which generally pro- 
duces the dissipation of sudden affluence by proa]g»- 
lity. Ned drank, and whored, and hired fidkrs, 
and boufi^ fine clothes ; he bred ciots at Vauxhall* 
treated natterersy and damned plays. But somethine 
was still wanting ; and he resolved to strike a bold 
stroke, and attempt to double the remainder of his 
prize at play, that he might live in a palace and keep . 
an equipage ; but in the execution otthis project, he 
lost the whole produce of his lottery ticket, except 
five hundred pounds in Bank notes, which when he 
would have staked he could not find. This sum was 
more than that which had established him in the trade 
he had left ; and yet,- with the power of returning to 
a station that was once the utmost of his ambition, and 
of renewing that pursuit which alone had made him 
happy, su(£ was the pungency of his regret, that in 
the despair of recovering the money which he knew 
had produced nothing but riot, (usease, and vexa* 
tion, he threw himself firom the bridge into the 
Thames. 

I am. Sir, 

Yourhmnhle servant, 

CAUTUS. 
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Aui with sweet novelty^ Jfour toul detain. 

It it often efaarged iqxMi writers, thit with all th^ 
preteosioiis ,to genius and disoovcries, they do Httle. 
more than copy one another $ and that compoai^ 
tiona obtraded i^xmi the world with the pomp of 
novelty, contain only tedioas nmtttions of com* 
mon sentimetttB, or ai best exhibit a transpositioii 
of known images, and give a new appearmce tA 
troth only by sone alight diferesce of ditss and de- 
coratton* 

The idiegsttjon of resemblance between authors^ 
is indisputably true: but the duffge of plagiarism^ 
which la raised upon it, is not to be allowed with 
tijnal readiness* A coiacidmoe of sentiment may 
easify h^ipen without an;jr communicfttion, since 
there are inany occasions m wiyich all KasonaUt 
men will neadiy think al&e. Writers of all ages 
have had the same sentimepts, because they have tA 
dl i^;e« had the same. objects of speculation: the 
intaresta and passions, the virtues a»d vicea ofman^ 
kind, have been diversifiad in different times, only 
by unepsential and casual varieties ; and we mua^ 
tjierefbve, expect in the works of ati those who a&* 
fCRi^ to dcacribe them, 9mA^ a iikeoosa a» w>e> Mi 
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In the pictares of the same person drawn in dtfl&rattt 
periods of his life. 

It is necessaryf therefore, that before an anthor 
be charged with plagiaritm, one of the most re« 
proachfiSy doughy perhaps, not the most atrocious 
of literary crimes, the subject on which he treats 
should bie carefully considered* We do not won* 
der, that historians, relatiag the same facts, agree 
ijn their narration; or that authors, delivering the 
elements of science, advance the same theoremst 
«nd lay down the same deiinidoos : yet it is not 
wholly without use to mankind, that books are 
multiplied, and that dfilerent authors lay out their 
labours on the same subject; for there will always 
be some leasoo why one should on particnlar oo- 
casions, or to particular persons, be preferable to 
another ; sonne will be clear wheie others are obscuie^ 
some will please by their stvle and others by their 
method, some by their enmlishments and otners by 
their simplicity, some by closeness, and others by 
diffusion. 

The same indulgence is to be shewn to the writers 
t>f morality : right and wrong are inunutable ; and 
those, themore, who teach us to disttagoish them» 
if th^ all teach us right, must agree wim one ano* 
ther* The relations of social life, and the duties re« 
suiting from them, muit be the same at all times 
and in all nations; some pethr dtfierences may be 
indeed pioduced, by forms ot government or arbi* 
trary customs ; biit the general doarine can reoeive no 
alteration. 

Yet it is not to be desired, that morality should be 
considered as interdicted to all future writers : mm 
will always be tempted to deviate fixmi their duty» 
9od will, therefore, alwaya want a monitor torecat 
^m ; and a Hew book often sei^ea the . attention 
of the-puhlicy without any dtiieif chisii than thst it4s 
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new. There is likewise in compondoii, at in other 
thiogs^a perpetual Yicitsitude of fashion ; and tnith 
is recommended at one time to regwdy by appearances 
which at another would expose k to neglect; the 
author, therelbre, who has judgment to cGscem the 
taste of his contemporanesy and skill to gratify it» will 
have always an oj^rtonity to deserre well of man* 
idnd, by cooreying instmction to them in a grateful 
tehicle. 

There . are likewise many modes of composition, 
1^ which a moralist may deserve the name of an 
miginal writer : he may fcimiliarise his system by dia- 
logues after the manner of the ancients, or subdiize it. 
into a series of syllogistic arguments ; he may enforce 
his doctrine by serkmsness and sotemnity, or enliven 
it. bjr sprig^ithness and gaiety; he may deliver his 
seDdments in naked precepts, or ilkstrate them by 
Instorical examples ; he may detain the studious by 
the artful concatenation of a continued discoofse, 
or relieve die busy by short strictures, and unconnect- 
ed essays. 

To excel in any of these forms of writing, will re« 
quire a particular cultivation of the genius ; whoever 
can attain to excellence, wiU be certain to engas;e a 
set of readers, whom no other method would have' 
equally allured $ and he that communicates truth with 
success, must be numbered among the first bene^Ktoia 
to mankind* . 

The same observation may be extended likewise 
to the passions : their influence is uniform, and their 
effects nearly the same m every human breast : a man 
loves and Kates, desires and avoids, exacdy like 
bis 'neighbour; resentment and ambition, avarice 
and indolence, discover themselves by the samit 
symptoms, in minds distant a th^usaad years frooi 
oneanodier. 
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Mb^ngy fhtttSon^ caa be more unjust, thaa to 
cittrge an author with plagiarism, merely because 
he assigns, to every cause its natural eroct; and 
makes Us personages act, as others in like circum^^ 
stances have always done. There are conceptions 
in which all men will agree, though each derives 
them from his own observation : whoever has been iii 
love, will represent a lover impatient «f every idet 
that interrupts his meditations on his mistress, reti]> 
tag to shaoes and solitude, that he maj^ nnse without 
disturbance on his apfMroaching happiness, or aasoei* 
ating himself with some friend that flatters hit passion^ 
and talking away the hours of absence upon his 
darlii^ tuUect. Whoever has been so unhappy as 
to have left the miseries of long-contmued hatred^ 
will, without any assistance from ancient volumes, b» 
Mc to relate how the 'nassMs are kept in perpetud 
agitation, by the recollection of injury ana medka* 
tions of revenge; how the blood boils at the name of 
the enemy, and lile is worn away m contrivances of 
mischief* 

Every other passion is alike simple/ aiid Kmitedy 
if it be considered only with regard to the fareaol 
which it inhaHts ; the anatomy of the miiid, as that 
of the body, must perpetually exhibit the same i^ 
pearances ; and though by the contmoed industry of 
successhre inquirers, new movements will be from time 
to time discovered, they can aftect only tihe minuter 
parts, anid are common^ of more jcariosity than im- 
portance. 

It wiU now be natural to inquire, by what arts 
are the writers of the present and foture ages to 
attract the notice and favour, of mankind. They 
are to <4}8erve the alterations which time is always 
making in the modes of life, that they may gratify 
every generation with a picture of .iliMselves« 
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*rhaB lore it uniforai^ bat covrub^it perpctndly 
ivying : the difierent arts of gallantrvy which beanty 
has innired, wouM of themselvet be sufBcient to 
fill avotume; sometinies balls aad terewKleSf tone* 
times tournanebts and adventurss, have been em« 
fiiVftdto mehthe lieaita of ladies, who in another 
ccntnrf have been sensible of sctroe any other 
flserit dun that «f richesr «nd listened only to Join* 
niKS and pin-mooey. Thns the atnbitioas man 
has at all tines been eager of wealtll and power ) 
hot these hopes hnre been gratified in some conn* 
sries by smlicadng the pcopfei^ and in others by 
flattering the prince: honour in some staMs has 
been only the nwmd of military achsevefnents^ in 
nihers'. it has been gained by noisy tarbnlence. and 
popular daoKKiin. Avarice has woin a di il e wan 
brm as she actnatnd the usuer of Romit taid the 
stoc]^.jobber of Enghmd | and idkneas itself, hoiT 
Mtde soer er kidincd to the trouble of ittvmttoni 
has been forced from time to time to dumge its amuse- 
ments, and contrive different methods of wearing ont 
the dayii 

Here then is thnfimd, £«n wUeh those who study 
mankind may fill their compositions with an inex- 
haustible variety of imag^ and allusions: and he 
must be confessed tcr look with little attention upon 
scenes thus perpetually, changing, who cannot catch 
some of the figures befew «h^ are made vulgar by 
reitemted descrmtions. 

.; It has l>e<^ discovered by Sir Isaac Newton, that 
the distinct and primogenial colours are only seven ; 
but every eye can witness, that from various mix* 
tvres, in vahjpus proportions,- infinite ..di?srsifica- 
<lions of tints may be produced. ^ In 13ce manneiv 
A^ psflsions;* of thjr,niind,..wluch put the world in 
«K>tionr aii4.: produce ^ t)ie fbustle . aad .'eascfncsa 
of the bosy^crowds. that swaim upoii-.t}ia earn ;. dM 

VOL. uv. o 
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passSofiSyvfim^ .vlience ariae all the pleasures ^aiid paias 
that we see and hear of> if we analyse die mind of 
inan^ are very few ; but those few imitated and com* 
binedf as external causes shall happen to operate, and 
modified by prevailing opinions and accidoitai ca* 
prioesy make such frequent aheradons on the surface of 
life, that the show, while we are busied in delineating 
it» vanishes from the view, and a »ew set of objectsi 
siiQceeds» doomed to the same shortness of dunMo 
with the former: thus curiosity may always find em** 
ployment, and the busy part of mankind will furnish 
the contemplative .with the materials of speculation tm 
the end of time. 

The oompUnt, thereibre,^ thtttrall topics are pnt^ 
occupied, is nothine more than th« murmur of igtute' 
nmce or idleness, by which some .discourage o^enf 
ai^d some themselves : the . mutability of nkankind 
will alwajTS furnish writers with new images, and 
^ luKunaMe of fancy may ahvays embeUMb them 
with new decorations. 

T 
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*^F6Hmmht nimiumf sua ti hna Mrint. WKQ% 



O happy, if ye knew your happ^r state ! DRYDEN. 

In proportion as the enjoyment and infelicity of 
lifis .de]pend upon imagination, it is of importance 
shat this power of the mind should be dn^ected ia 
its openttieos. by reason; and, ^rhaps^ ima^naticMi 
fi . v^OB^ fivqnentiy. busy, when, u can ^onlymibiiter 
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disappotntnent and heighten ealamky^ and' 
frecjuentlj •lumben when it might inqvase the tri* 
nrnph ox raccest, or animate inaeneSMlity to happi^ 
nessy than is generally perceived. 

An ectleatastical living of considerable vake b&> 
came va€ant» and Evander obtained a reoommenda- 
don to the patron. His friend had too much hm^ 
desty to speak with confidenoe of xht success of aa 
-^phcation supported chiefly by his interest, and 
Evander knew that others had solicited before him ; 
as he was not» therefore, nnich elevated by hope, 
he believed he should not be greatly depressed by 
a disappointment* The gentleman to whom he 
was recommended, received him with great couitcay $ 
hut upon reading the letter, he cmmged coonte* 
nance, and discovered indubitable tokens of vest* 
tion and regret; then taking Evander by the hand^ 
< Sir,' said he, * I thmk k scarce less a roMftntaoe 
to myself than yon, that you was not five minntM 
sooner in your application. The gsstleman whtote 
recommendfation you faring, I wish more than any 
other to oblige ; but I have just presented the living 
to the person whom you saw take his leave when yott 
entered the room.' 

This declaration was a stroke, which Evander 
bad neither skill to elude, nor force to resist. The 
ftrengdi of his interest, though it was not known 
time enough to increase his faope, ami his bemg too 
late only a few rainotes, dioagb he "had reason to 
believe his application had bwn precluded by as 
many days, were circumstances which iraagina* 
tion immediately improved to aggravate his d!s* 
appointment: over these he mused perpetually with 
inexpresdble anguish, he related diem to every 
friend, and bmented them with the most passionate 
exclamationa. And yet, what happened to Emti^ 
tier more than he caqpc^tcd? nottung that hepoi* 
x> 8 
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itmA iirai <tiimmthfd» nor vat any potainiiiy of 
4wiTantage cut ofF; with respect to th»M and every 
other r^ty he was in the umt state, as if he had 
never heard of the vacancy, which he had soma 
chance to fill: but Evander maned under the 
manny of imagiDotion, and in a Tit of causeless {nu 
luiaess cast away peace, because time was not stopped 
m its career, and a miracle did not interpose to secura 
him a living. 

Agenor, on whom the living which Evander so^ 
ficitra was bestowed, never conceived a smgle doubt 
that he should fiul in his attempt: his charact^* was 
unexceptionable, and his recommendation such aa 
it was believed no other could counterbalance ; bCy 
therefore, received the bounty of his patron with*- 
out much emdtion; he regarded his success as am 
event produced, like rain and sun-shtne, by the 
common and rcigular operation of natural ' causes ; 
and took possession of his rectory with the same 
temptr, that he would have reaped a field heha4 
sown, or received the interest of a sum which ho 
bad placed in the fimds. But having, by accident^ 
heard the report which had been circulated bjr the 
friends of Evander, he was at ontoe strudk with a 
sense of Us good fbrtane ; and was so affected 1:^ a 
fiptrospect of his dai^er, that he coald scarce h^ 
iieve it to be past. * How providential,' said he^ 
f was it* that I did not st^ to drink another dish 
of tea at brea&st, that I fiwBd a hackney^oach 
at the end of the street, and that I met with no stof 

Xthe way I' What an altesation was produced aa 
enor's conception of the advantage A his sitnai- 
tioB, and the means by wliidi it was obtained I and 
yet at kst he had gained notbii^ more than he exi- 
pected ; his danger was not known time enough t^ 
alarm his fiear i the value of his acquisition was not 
laereaaed; ^o^ had. Pwf M c po e ititeiposcd 6rthei' 
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than to exijude chance from the government of the 
world. But Agenor did not before reflect that any 
gratitude was due to Providence but for a miracle ; 
he did not enjoy his preferment as a giftt nor estimate 
his gain but by the probability of loss. 

As success and disappointment are under the in- 
fluence of imagination, so are ease and health ; each 
of which may be considered as a kind of negative 
good» that may either degenerate into wearisomness 
and discontent, or be improved into complacency and 
enjoyment. 

. About three weeks ago I paid an afternoon visit 
to Curio. Curio is tlie proprietor of an estate 
which produces three thousand pounds a year, and 
the husband of a lady remarkable for her beauty 
and h^ wit ; his age is that in which manhood is 
said to be complete, his constitution is vigorous^ 
his person graceful, and his understanding strong. 
I found him in full health, lolling in an easy chair ; 
his countenance was florid, he was gayly dressed, 
and surrounded with all the means of happiness 
which wealth well used could bestow. After the 
first ceremonies had passed, he threw himself again 
bftck in his chair upon my having refused it, looked 
wistfully at his fingers' ends, crossed his legs, inquir* 
ed the news of the day, and in the midst of all pos- 
sible advantages seemed to possess life with a list^ 
less indifference, which, if he could have preserved in 
contrary drcumsunces, would have invested him with 
the dignity of a stoic. 

It lW>ened that ^sterday I paid Curio another 
visit- I found him in his chamber ; his head was 
swathed in flannel, and his countenance was pale. 
I was alarmed at these appearances of disease ; and 
inquired with an honest solicitude how he did. 
The momeot be heard my question, be suuted bovi 
p5 
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his ieat| sj^ang towards me, caught me hj the 
handy and told me, in an eijctacyy that he was in 
heaven. 

What differeqce in Curio'p circumstances produced 
this difiPereDce in his sensations and beliaYiour ? Wha^ • 
prodigious advant^ had now accrued to the man, who 
before had ease and health, youth, affiaence, and 
beattty? Curio, during the ten davs that preceded 
my last visit, had been tormented with the tooth-ache ; 
and h^d, within the last hopr, been restored to ease, by 
having die tpoth drawn. 

And is human reason so impotent, and imagina* 
tion so perverse, that ease cannot be enioyed till 
it has be^ taken away ? Is it not possible to im« 
prove negative into positive happiness, by refiec* 
tion ? Can he, who possesses ease and' health, 
whose food- is tasteful, and whose sleep i^ sweet, re- 
member, without exultation and deUght, the sea^ 
sons in which he has pined in the laagoor of inap-^ 
petehce, and counted the watches of the night witl\ 
restless anxiety? 

Is an acquiescence in the dispensations of Uner« 
ring Wisdom, by which some advantage appears to 
be denied, without recalling trivial and aceidenti^ 
circumstances that can only aggravate disappo^t- 
fneht, impossibie to ' resBons^le b^iQgs ? And is 9 
oense of the Divine Bounty necessarily laimtid, in 
proportion as that bounty appears to be less 4oubtfi4' 
^nd intem]^ted ? 

Every man, sorely, would blush to admit these 
suppositions; let every man, therefore, deny them 
by his lifo* He, Ivho brings imagii^adon under the- 
dominion < of reason, wUl be abk to diminish the'' 
evil of lifo, and to increase the good ; he wOl lean 
to resign with complacency, to recdve with grai^* 
tMcf Sid possess with diearfufaiess : said as ii^ tkai 
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conduct there is not only wisdom but Tirtne* lie wiU 
under erery calamity be able to rejoice ia hope* and to 
anticipate die fi^city of that state* m which ' the Spiriu 
of the Just shall be made perfect.' 
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r««u, mu Zn^uft 4i r% avayKtitn, n t« ki««;. ARjST. POET."" 

As well in -the conduct of the manners at in the constitution 
.of the faUe, v/t must always endca¥«ur to produce either wiiat is 
necessary or what is piobabie, 

• WHOsyBR ventures,* says Horace, * to form a 
charaaer totally original, let him endeavour to pre* 
serve it with uniformity and consistency; but the 
lormation of an origmal character is a work of great 
dii&culty and hazard/ In this arduous and u^r 
conmon task, however, Shakspeare has wonder-r 
fiilly sccoeeded in his Tempest; the monster Caly« 
baa is the creature of his own imagiiiation, in th^ 
fimnatton of which he could derive . no assistance 
from observation or experience. 

Calyban is the son of a witch» begotten by a 
demon : the sonreriesr of his mother woe so ter. 
vkkf that her cenntrymeii banished her intq this 
desart isbod aa u»& for human society ; in coni> 
fomatft tfaerdbre». to tbia diabolical propagatiott# 
he is Mpnaemsd ac ft piodigr of cruelty miiifis^ 
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pride, ignorance, idleness, gluttony, and lust* He 
18 introauced with great propriety, cursing Prospero, 
2ftd Miranda whom he had endeaTOured to d^k ; 
and his execrations Bte artfuUy contrived to have re* 
ference to the occupation of his mother : 

As wicked dew, ase'er ray mother bruth*d 
With raven's feather from uawholesome fen, 
Dfop on you both ! 

A ll the chirms 
Of Syconx, toads, beetles, bats, Ught on you ! 

His kindness is> afterwards, expressed as much in 
diaracter, as his hatred, by an enumeration of offices, 
that could be of value only in a desolate islandi and in 
tiie estimation of a savage : 

I pr'ythee, let me bring thee where crabs grow ; 
A nd I with my long nails will dig thee pig*nafl ; 
Shew thee a jay*s nest ; and instruct thee how 
To snare the nimble marmazct. 1*11 brin^ thee 
To dustVing filberdt ; and sometimes 1*11 get thee 
Young sea>malls from the roc k ■ 
ni shew thee the best springs ; 1*11 pluck thee berries ; 
ril fish for thee, and get the wood enough. 

Which last ts, indeed^ a circumstance of great use 
in a place, where to be defended from the cold was 
neither easy nor usual; and it has a farther pecu- 
liar beauty, because the gatihering wood was the oc- 
aipation to which Galyban was subjected by Pros- 
pero, who, therefore, deemed it a service of mgb im«* 
portance. 

The gross ignorance of this monster is represent* 
ed with delicate judgment ; he knew not the names 
bf the sun and mo<m, wluch he calls the bigger 
light and the less; and he believes tliat Stephano 
was the man in the moon» whem hts mistress had 
iSfteo sheivn hsnik^: and'^^hea Ffospero reminds htm 
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that he first taught him. to prooounoe aiticulateiT» hit 
answer is full of malevolence and rage ; 

You taught me Unguagc; and 1117 profit on't 
Is, I know how to curse:— 

the properest return for sUch a (lend to make for such 
4 &Tour. The spirits whom he supposes to be em* 
ployed by Prospero perpetually to torment him, and 
the many forma and different methods they take for 
this purpose, are described with the utmost liveliness 
and force of fancy : 

Sometimes like iipet, that moe and chatter at me, 
« And after bite me; then like hedge hogs, which 
lie tumbling in my bare-foot way, aod mount 
Their pricks at my foot-iall : sometimes am I 
AU wound with adders, who with cloven tongues 
Bo hiss me into madness. 

It is scarcely possible for any speech to be more 
fxpressive of the maonerb'and sentiments, than' that 
in. which our poet has painted the Iniital barbarity and 
unfeeling savageness ofthis son of Sycorax, by mak- 
ing him enumerate, with a kind of horrible delightt 
the yarious ways in >trhidi it was possible for the 
drunken sailors to surprize and IdU hb master : 

T here tfaoa may'se hraio him, 
Having first iei}('dhiaho<Jcs; orwithafeg. 
Bjrtter his skvUl or paunch him with a stakf | ] 
Of (uc his wcsand with thy knif e 

He adds, in allusion to his own abomins^ble attempW 
* 9bpve all be surfc to secure the daughter ; whose 
jbtantyy' he tejls them, 'is incomparable.' The 
cfaarms of Miranda could not be more exaltecj^^ 
than by extpitmg tbi^ testimony from tQ insensUJ^ 
fLmmsvoTf ' ' 
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Shakspeare seems to be the only poet who iKMaeteef 
the power of oniting poetry with propriety of character; 
of which I know not an instance more striking, than 
the image Calyban makes use of to eifpress silence, 
which is at once highly poetical, and exactly suited to 
the wildness of the speaker ; 

Pray you tread softly, that the Uind mole may not 
Hear a foot-falL ■ 

I always lament that our author has not preserved 
this fierce and implacable spirit in Calyban, to the^nd 
of the play ; instead of which, he has, I think, inju- 
diciously put into his mouth, words that imply re« 
pentance and understanding. 

■ ' ni be wise hereafter 
And seek for grace. What a thrice double wU 
Was I, to take this drunkard for a God, 
And worship this dull (oA ? 

It must not be forgotten, that Shakspeare hat 
artRiily taken occasion n-om this extraordinajy cha- 
racter, which is finely contrasted to the mildnest 
and obedience of Anel» obliquely to satirize the 
prevailing passion for new and wonderful sidits, 
which has rendered the English so ridiciuous. 
< Were I in England now/ says Trmculo, on first 
discovering Cal\^n, < and had but this fish paint- 
ed, not an holiday fool there but would give a piece 
of silver.-^When they will not give a doit to re- 
lieve a lame beggar, they will lay out ten to see a. 
dead Indian.' 

Such is the inexhaustible plenty of our poet's til* 
mention, that he has exhibited another character in. 
this play, entirely his own ; that of the lovely and 
innocent Miranda. 
7 
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Whea VriMipao first gives her a sight of prince 

F^dioandt she es^erly exclaims, ^ 

■ I . ^Whatis*t? > spirit? 
Lord, how it looks al)out! Believe me, Sir, 
' It carries a brare form. But 'tis a spirit. 

Her knagining that as he was so beautiful he must 
. necessarily be one of her fiither's aerial agents, is ^ 
stroke of natnre worthy admiratiott : as are likewisei 
her entreaties to her father not to use him harshly, b« 
^ power «f his art ; 

Why speaks my father so vtigently ? Thi* 
Is the third man that e*er I saw^ the first 
" That e*er I sigh'd for! 

H«« we perceive the beginning of that passion^ 
which Prospero was desipous she should teel far 
the prince; and which she afterwards more fully 
expresses tipon an occasion which displays at onca 
the tenderness, the innocence, and die simplicity 
of her character. She discovers her lover employed 
in the laborious task of carrying wood, which Prospero 
had enjoined him to perform. * Would,' says she, 
* the lightning had burnt up those logs, that you ai^ en^ 
joined to pile!* 

I fyouHl sit down, 
m bear your ktgs the while. Pray give me that, 
rU canyi Jtpifce ^ 
, — ^i— .Youiook-w^rily. 

It 18 by 0e)ectiog such iittle and. almi^t Impercci^ 
tible circumstances that Shakspeaie lias more truly 
painted the passions than any other writer :' affec* 
tioDf»i»Mrepower^ly expressed by.^if simple wish 
and ofier of^ assisunce, than by the unnatural elo- 
ooence and witticisms of Diyde% or the anaproua 
, Aehwations o^ E>owe> .^ . ; 
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The resentment of Prospero for the ofetchless 
cruelty and wkked usurpation of his brother; his 
parental afiection and solicitude for the wel£ire of 
his daughter, the heiress of his' dukedom ; and the 
awfiil solemnity of his chariu:ter, as a skilful ma- 
gician ; are au along preserved with equal con* 
iistencyi dignity, and ^deconun. One jfui^^.hk 
behaviour deserves to he parueuhu-ly pomted out: 
dtuing die exhibition of a mask with- which he had 
oidered Ariel to entertain Ferdinand and Miranda^ 
he SUrts suddenly from the recoliectioii of the €on« 

' spiratyof Calyban and his cdbfederates against his 
life, and disnnsses his attendant sphits, who in- 
stantly vanish to a hdlow and confused noise. He 
appears to be greatl)r moved ; and suitably to this 
agitation of ^ mind', whieh- his danger has e^i^cked, he 

^ takes' occasion^ from the sudden disa^mamnce of 
the visionary scene, to moralize on the dtssoktipn of 
ail things: t • 

Tbeaeom' actors 
As I foretold you, were all spirits : and- 
Are melted into air, into thin air. 
And, like the baseless fabrk of this visioiii^ . 
The cloud-capt towers,thc gorgeous palaces^ 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself^ 
Yea, all which it inherit, Aall dissolve ; 
And, like this unsubstantial pageant faded, 
X^eave not a rack behin d ' 

To these noble images Re adds a short but eompre« 
liensiVe observation on hum^n life* not excelled by 
nfiy passs^ of the moral and sentetmleitf £uH|>i^s t 

m ^ ' I. iWc are such stuff 
.As dreams are made on ; arid omr Ifetle fife ' 
* Is rounded irith a sleep!— —*• 

« Thus adbniiaUy is an uni formity ofixliaractcrf 
that leading beauty in dramatic poetry^ pceserved 
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throughoat the Tempest. And it mkf be fiut&er 
remarked, that the unities of action, of place* and 
of time, are in this pUy, though almost constantly 
violated by Shak^are, exactly observed* The 
.action is onc^ great, and entire, the restoration of 
.Pn>8pero to his dukedom ; this business is transacted 
in the compass of a small island, and in or near the 
cave of Prospero : though, indeed, it had been more 
•artful and regubr to Ime confined it to this sinde 
spot; and the time which the action takes up, ia 
only e<]ual to that of the represenution ) an excel- 
, lence which ought always to be aimed at in every well- 
conducted £d>le, and -for the want of which a variety 
^Q^the most entertaining incidents can scarcely atonew 
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'.Aude alifuid hrtiflbus Qyarhy et carcttt 4 _ 
Ui w tue alifiuu, " JtJV» 

AVouU*st thou to honours aAd preferments elimb? 
Be bold in mischief, dare some mighty crime,' 
Which dungeons, dctth or biniahinent dettnres. 

DHYDEfL 

TO THE APVSNTtmfeS. 



fiEAA BROTHER, 

Th£ thirst of dory is I; think albwed* even by tht 
the doll dogs who can sit jdiU loi)g eaoiu^h to HflilQ 
'. books, to be a noble appetite. 
VOL. XXV. ' m ' 
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'My SribWon li to ie thought a irian *irf lifc and 
^ttwk, Whotodd CWMfter the world if he Was to set 
>ifout'lt, butwho ifiift t6o ffidch vkadty^ give the 
'IfecerGaiY iltttfittlon to any scheme of ichgth* 

ram, in bhtMt, one irf" those lieroic 'Ad?enturcrt, 
*%ho*httve IteJeght J)«>£er to di«angtii4h thcnraches 
^y th^tkJ-8'of BiwJk, T81ood, 'and Nenre. Wl«n I 
^to 'in l^e coutita^, I am alwayi) on horse-back^ and 
' I l^p or Weak every hedge ind gale Aat-auftdam 
^iny Vay : "v^hen I am in town, I am cdnstkntly to^be 
'fteen at sOihe of the |JUbMc places, at 'die pvoper 
iirtted for ittakihg my a^^arance; as at VaincfaaH^ 
*.or Bfarybbbe, ^bdut ten, very dmnk; for though I 
doh't love witie, I am obliged to be "coniumedly 
drunk five or six nights in the week : nay, somekimes 
tve or six days together, for the sake of my cha- 
racter. Wherever I come, I am sure to mdce all 
the confusion, and do all the mischief I can ; not 
ibrthe«ake*of domg mischief, but only out of^firo- 
iickj you know, to shew my vivacity. If there' arc 
women near me, I swear like a devil to shew my 
courage, and talk bawdy^-to-shew my wit. Under 
the rose I am a cursed favourite amongst them ; 
and have %ad *boftne fbrtane,*' let' the tell ybu. I 
do* love the little rogues hellishly: but*fidth^ IPmake 
love for the good of the public ; and the town is 
obliged to me for a dozen or two of the finest 
wenches that were ever brcwght into its seraglios. 
: <)tte, lAdeed, I lost : and, poor fond soul ! I pitied, 
her ! but it could not be helped — self preservation 
obliged me to leave-her-— I -could not tell her what 
was the matter with her, rot me if I could ; and so 
it got such a head, that the devil himself could not 
hav*» saved her. 

Sphere's one' thing veJces me;'I have mnch^o 
^ to/a^oid having that insignificant character, a good- 
natured fellow, fixed upon me psathat I am 6bl!ged- 
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Ml my own defi^ee to break the boyfs head, and kkk. 
my. whore dowa stairs erery time I enter a ni^itp 
house : I pick quarrels when I am not ofFepdefly breaks 
the windows ov men I never saw» demolish lamps,, 
biik hackney coachm^, orerturn wheeUbamows, and' 
•torm nighixellarse I beat the watchman, though he 
bids me goodrmorrow, abuse the constable, and insult 
the justice : for these feats I am frequently kicked,. 
beaten, pumped, prosecuted, and imprisoned; but, 
Tim is no flincher ; and if he does not get hate, 
blood ! he will deserve it. 

I am now writing at a coflPee-house, where I am 
just arrived, after a journey of fifty miles, which I 
have rode m four hours. I knocked up my block- 
head's horse two hours a&ro. The dog whipped and 
sparred at such a raite, that I dare say you may traclc 
him half the way by the blood $ but all would not do* 
The devil take the hindmost, is always my way of 
traveUing. The moment I dismounted, down dropt 
J)ido, by Jove : and here am I all alive and meny» 
my old boy I 

I'U tell thee what; I was a hellish ass t'othep 
day. I shot a daomM clean mane through tht 
head, for jumping out of the road to avoid running 
over an old woman. But ^ bitch threw me, an^ 
I got a cursed slice on the cheek against a flinty 
which put nw IB a paasion ; who could help it, you 
know i Rot me, I ^ould not have lost her for five 
fanndred old women, with all their bratsj knd th^ 
faratt of their brats to the third generation. She was 
ai sweet creature! I yfoM have run her fiTe^nd- 
twenty milet within an hour, for tive hundred pounds. 
But she's gone !— >Poor jade 1 I did love thee, thai 
Idid. 

Now what you shall do for me, old boy, is thts^ 
Help to raise my name a little, d^ mind : write 
••meshing, ia praise of us sprightly pretty f<^llowsi 
£ 2 
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I assure you ve take a great deal of pains for fime^ 
and it is hard we should be bilkt. I would ^not 
trouble you» my dear; but onJy I fear I have not* 
much time before me to do my own business ; £or 
between you and I, both my constitutiott and estate 
are damnably out at elbows« I intend to make 
them spin out together as erenly as possible; but 
if my purse shouM happen to leak fastest, I pro- 
pose to go with my last half-crown to. Ranelagk 
gardens, and there, u you approve the scheme, FII 
mount one of the upper alcoves, and repeat, with an 
berpie air, 

* 111 boldly venture on the world unknown ; 
It cannot use me worse than this has done.' 

I'll then shoot myself thro' the h^ i and so good, 
by't'ye* 

Your'a, as you serve me, 

Tim Wilix20qsk» 

I should little deserve the notice of a person -so 
illustHous as the hero ^6 honours me with the 
name of brother, if I should cavil at his principles 
or" refuse his request. According to the moral 
philosophy which is now in fashion, and adopted 
py many of < the dull dogs who write books,' the 
ffratification of qipetite is virtue ; and appetite, there- 
K>re, I shall allow to be noUe, notwithstanding the 
objections of those who pretepd, that whatever be 
its object, it can be good or ill in no other sense 
than stature or complexion ; and that the voluntary 
effort only is moral by which appedte is directed or 
restrained* by \irhich it is brou^ under the govern- 
ment, of reason, and rendered subservient to moral 
purposes, 

DUt with whatever efibru of heroic virtue my 
correspondent . may haro^ labpui^d to gratify hik 
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•tl^t of gtonr?'ft^ afraid^ 
It i8» in^fepy tm^, tn^t like the AerQie3^o^^Q^|^te| 
whQm succe^ye ^nerationa baya honoijr^^; ii{^ 
fta|f)^ and pane^ync* be bai spont hU I^f^ ii; 'dxu^ 



^ ., to otj^erj without procuring a»y r^ ^ ,^ 
to himself: ))ut he ha» liot dooe ml^cl]^(.ej)0\|g}vir 
he ha« not sacked a dty: qr fired a texopU; h^. ac^ 
p^j against individuals jo a coptraaed sjjtifi^ fOB 4 
loi^ anionic a crowd of competitOf9f wl^o^ jpi^ c^ 
onijf contrxbufe to theif mutual Qbi»pQ];]l^*9f Jthe %u 
\^h^ch afc perpetually performed t>y iiwun^ff^: a^ 
yeotujG^fy xpu9t 8bo^ become too ccuBio<f(i tp coi^ff 
djstjAction^ .. . r . . 

' ' In behalf of spmcainpng thes^ caftd^df):^,f% f^^ 
the legislature has, indeed, thougnt nit to if\iffsp^j 
a«4 d^ achjieven^nts ar^ wij^, great sol^mt^ re« 
h^^rsi^d ajod tecofi&i. in. i tei^Ie/ of whjp;! Ww 
o^t the celestial ajjp^atiqn^ Vt on ^rth it. \» wl^ 
Jjjsti;??^ HjU in the Old UaUey* 

i^ the reft are utterly pegfectedf I caopot thmk 
9^ /W ^Kpedient to gratify thf noblet /uJiysV o(mi 
wrec^dent' a^^d'l^^ fsomp^rs^ but tbf^ of pro^ 




{^' it pps^dbjf tt^at wb^ tbia.is done tl^ey ,w;pl Us. 

wclq^ 

. yppn tie n>p«t dlligeivt ej^w^inadoft of aRcienf 
l^atj^ ^a fnodeni ^i^^ucs t'fina that no aftio)^ 
has exef been held b^O]Pfa]Je in'sol:^ ad^S^fr 
^ Wyinft men : "tbi?, bdeed/ f?; Q^ 0^ th^ reatJi^ 




Ob 

renwfea ^ .^ ^.^_,, ,^^ ^^„,^ „. 

pq^ce of pagan aotic|uity^ ha^., copp^h^)^4i 
^lefi^.of women,, ampng^t%jg/^^^ i^', 
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rewards that hare been decreed Cd honicide. flow 
he majr fsMf be considered as a killer, who tednces 
n yoyng beauty from die fondness of a parent, with 
whom die enjoys health and peace, the protection of 
the laws, and the smile of society, to the tyranny of a 
bawd, and the excesses of a brothdy to disease and 
ifistraction, stripes, infkkny and imprisonment ; cala- 
mities which cannot fail to render her days not only 
evil but few. It may, perhaps, be alledged, that the 
woman was not only passive, but that m some sense 
the may be considered as felo de se. This, however, 
is mere cavil ; for the same may be said of him who 
fights when he can run away ; and yet it has always 
been deemed more honourable tp Hill the combatant 
than the fugitive. 

If this claim then of the Blood be admitted, and 
I' do not see how it can be set aside, I propose that 
after his remains shall have been rescued from dust 
and worms, and consecrated in the temple of 
Hygeia, called Surgeon's Hall, his bones shall be 
ponfied by proper histrttions, and erected into a 
statue: that this statue shall be placed in ^ niche, 
with the name of the hero of which it is at once the 
remains and the monument written over it, among 
Ikiany others of the same rank* in the gallenr of a 
'spacious building, to be erected by lottery tor that 
pur])Ose: I propose that this gallery be called the 
Blood's Gallery ; and, to prevent the labour and 
expense of emblazoning the acfaievemefits of every 
individual, ivhich would be little more than repe'at- 
fng the same worfis, that an inscripdon be |)laced' 
over the door'ti^ this effect: « This gallery is sa- 
cr^ to the memory and the remains of the Bloods ; 
^erpjB§ )vho lived in perpetual hostility against them- 
selves a?id others '; ^ho contracted diseases by ex- 
Ctss 'thai precluded enjoyment, and who cooti-' 
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iradHy perpetrated mischief not in angtr but mort i 
ii^ho purchased this distinction at theexpence ot Hfe ; 
^nd whose ^lory would have been equal to Alexan« 
der's, if their power had not been less/ 



N^99. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1753, 

•^Magms tsmen exndit awiif. O VIIX 

But in the f^ous eaterprise he dfd* ABDISON, . 

It has alw2^s been the practice of mankind, to 
judge of actions by the event. The same attempts, 
conducted in the same manner, but terminated by 
different success, produced different judgments : they 
Avho attain their wishes, never want celebrators of their 
wisdom and their virtue ; and they that miscarry, 
are quickly discovered to have been defective not 
only in mental but in moral qualities. The world 
will never be long without some good reason to hate 
the unhappy : their real feults are immediately de- 
tected ; and if those are not sufiicicnt to sink them- 
into infamy, an additional weight of calumny will be 
superadded : he tbfit feils in his endeavours after 
wealth or power, will not long retain either honesty 
or courage. 

This species of injustice has so long prevailed in 
universal practice, that it seems likewise to have 
infected speculation: so few minds are able to se- 
parate (he ideas of greatnet^ and prosperity, that 
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erea Sir William Temple, has determined^ * that he 
who caa deseiTe the name of a hero, muat not pnly 
be virtuous but foitunate.' 

By this UBreaaonable diatxibution of praise an4 
blame, none have suffered bftener than Projectors, 
whose rapidity of imagination and vastness of design 
raise such envy in their fellow mortals, that every eye 
watches for their fall, and every heart exults at their 
distresses : yet even a Projector may gain favour by 
success ; and the tongue, th^t was prepared to hiss, 
then endeavours to excel others in loudness of 
applause. 

When Coriolanus, in Shakspeare, deserted to 
Aufidius, the Volscian servants at first insulted him, 
even while he stood under tlie yrotedioo of the house- 
hold Gods J but when they saw that the Project took 
eiect, and the skanger was seated at the head of the 
table, one of them very judiciously observes, < that he 
^ays thought there was more in him tjban he could 
think.* 

Machiavel has justly animadverted on the dif* 
ferent notice taken, by all succeeding times, of the two 
great projectors CatiliDe and Cssar. Both formed 
the same Project, and intended to raise theo^selyjes to 
power, by subverting the comq^an-sweakh : they pur- 
sued their design, perhcms, with e^ual abilities^, and 
with equal virtue ; but Catiline perished in the iield^ 
and Cssar returned from Pharsdia with unlimited 
Authority : and fix^m that time, every mpiiiarch qf the 
eardi has thought himiself hoqiouxed by a compari&on 
with Caesar ; and Catiline has been never mentioned, 
but that his name might be a^yplAed to traitors aii^ 
incendiaries. 

In an atfe. more rempt^, .^^^? projected ,^e 
coami^ or Greece, and .brpught down the pow^- 
of Asia against it; but after the wpdd hadrbeeii^ 
filled with expecutiop and .ter;;or^ Jm arxpy waf( 
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beateD» his fleet was destroyed^ and Xerxes has been 
sever mentioned without contempt. 

A few years afterwards, Greece likewise had her 
turn of giving birth to a Projector ; who invading 
Asia with a small army, went forward in search of 
adventures, and by his escape firom one danger, gained 
only^ more rashness to rush into another : he stormed 
city after city, over-ran kingdom after kingdom, fought 
battles only.for barren victory, and invaded nations 
only that he might make his way through them to 
new. invasions : out having been rortunate in the exe- 
cution of his projects, he died with the name of. 
Alexander the Great. 

These are, indeed, events of ancient times ; but 
human nature is always the same, and every age 
will a^d us instances oi public censures in* 
fiuenced by events. The great busbess of the 
middle centuries, was the holy war; which un^ 
doubtedly was a noble Project, and was ^r a lonff 
time prosecuted with a spirit equal to that with whicn 
it had been contrived : but the ardour of the Euro* 
pean heroes only hurried them to destruction ; for a 
long tiine they could not gain the territories for which 
they fought, and when at last gained, they could not 
k«ep them :. their expeditions, uerefore, have been the 
scon* of idleness ana ignorance, their understanding 
and their virtue have been equally vilified, theur 
conduct has been ridiculed, and their cause has been 
defamed. 

When Columbus had engaged king Ferdinand iu 
the discovery of the other hemisphere, the sailors^ 
with whom he embarked in the expedition, had so 
little confidence in their commander, that after 
having been long at sea looking for coasts which 
they expected never to find, they raised a general 
mutiny, and demanded to return. He found means 
to sopthe them^ into a peimissien to continue tl^ 
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seme course three days longer, and on the even^ 
ing of the third day descried land. Had the impa- 
tience of his crew denied him a few hours of the 
time requested, what had been his fate but to have 
come back with the infemy of a vain Projector^ 
who had betrayed the king^s credulity to uselesa 
expences, and risked his life in seeking . countriea 
that had no existence? how would those that* had 
rejected his proposals, have triumphed in their acute-t 
ness ? and when would his name have been mentioned^ 
but with tlie makers of potable gold and malleaUe 
glass? 

The last royal Projectors with whom the world 
has been troubled, were Charles of Sweden and the 
Czar of Muscovy. Charles, if any judgment may 
be formed of his designs by his measures and hit 
inquiries, had purposed first to dethrone the Czar, 
then to lead his army through pathless desarts into 
China, thence to make his way by the sword through 
£t» whole circuit of Asia, and by the conquest of 
Turkey to unite Sweden with his new dominions : 
but this mighty Project was crushed at Pultowa| 
and Charles has since been considered as a madman 
by those powers, who sent their ambassadors to solicit 
his friendship, and their generals * to learn under 
bim the art of war.' 

The Czar found employment sufficient in his own 
dominions, and amused himself in (hgging canals^ 
and building cities; murdering his subjects with 
insuiferable Fatigues, and transplanting nations from 
one comer of his dominions to another, without 
regretting the thousands that perished 4>n the way : 
but he attained his end, he made his people for- 
midable, and is numbered by fame among the demi* 
gods. 

I am far from tnteodmg to vindicate the san. 
guinaiy projects of heroes and conquerorsi and 
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wcydd wish rather to dsminish the reputatton of 
their success, than the infamy of their miscar- 
riages : for I cannot conceive, v4iy he that has 
homt cities, wasted nations, and fiUed the world 
with horror and desolation, should be more kindly 
regarded by mankind, than he that died in the ru- 
diments ot wickedness ; why he that accomplished 
mischief should be glorious, and he that only en- 
dearoud-ed it dsoidd be criminal. I would wish 
'Caesar and Catiline, Xerxes and Akxander, Charles 
and Peter, huddled together in obscurity or detes- 
-tation. 

But there is another species of Projectors, to 
-whom I would wilMngly conciliate mankind ; whose 
«nd8 are/ generally laudable, and whose labours are 
innocent; who are searching out new powers of 
•ature, or contrifving new works of art ; but who are 
yet. persecuted wkh wceasant obloquy, and whom 
* the trniyfirsai oonttnipt with which they are treattd, 
t^ten debors^^rom that success which their industry 
- woukl obtfain, if it' were permitted to act without 
opposition. 

They who find themselves inclined to censure 
'i»w und^takings, only beta«se they 'are new, 
-"S^ouldooniiider ithat ^e fblly of Proj^dtion- k v«ry 
•^domthe iSlly of aibol ; it t8.<:oininonly. the ebul- 
^hcion ^of a icapuaaoa: hnad, -erouded mth-vanfiy 
^of'kn^wkdgQpBndhetedtwitli iateosonesk olMi#^ght^ 
'^11 ^ pMweediB fften hmn the conacipusi^s of uncem- 
'4ridn imi^9^from'thexMii«brflc&/of^ose»infho hav- 
:}ing iBresoldy 'dkne^mubh, are-^ea»ilyol^9tiaiii9d ^^t 
'itheycanidainere. When R^md^^^ hadi^oli^pl^ed the 
' Orrery;^ he ^atteinpied .the pej!|)et»al "aioti^H ; Avhen 
• Soyle Jsad exhautted' thk*eorki»^{ v^i^ 'Cliealistry, 
!' he '■ taraed his thosights to - the - work-^'iof > tr«B«flEKi- 
'Htatiim. 

/ A ib-dguttoci^sQcraUy^ wte^^ dB^se.-ttuabiesr^v^h 
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have the fairest claim to Teneration, extent of know^ 
ledge, and greatness of - design : it was said off 
Catiline, * immoderata, incredibslxa, nimisalta semper 
•cujuebat/ Projectors of all kinds agree in their intel- 
lects, though they differ in their morals; they all 
fail by attempting things beyond their power, by 
despising vulgar attainments, and aspiring to perform- 
ances, to which, perhaps, nature has not proportioned 
the force of man : when they fail, therefore, they fail 
not by idleness or timidity, but by rash adventure and 
fruitless diligence. . . 

That the attempts of such men will often mis- 
Carry, we may reasonably esipect ; yet from such 
men, and such only, are we to hope for the culti^ 
vation of those parts of nature which lie yet waste, 
and the invention of those arts which are yet want-- 
ing to the felicity of life. If they are, therefore, 
universally discouraged, ^rt and discovery can make 
no advances. Whatever is attempted without previous 
certainty of success, may be considered as a Project, 
and amongst narrow minds may, therefore, expose 
its author to censure and contempt; and if the 
liberty of laughing be once indulged, every man 
will laugh at what he does not understand, every 
Project will be considered as madness, and every great 
or new design will be censured as a Project. Men, 
unaccustomed to reason and researches, think every 
enterprise impracticable, which is extended beyond 
common eflects, ^r comprizes many intermediate 
operations. Many that presume to laugh at Fro* 
jectors would consider a jQight through the air in a 
winged chariot, and the movement of a miffhty en- 
gine by the steam of water, as equally the dreams of 
mechanic lunacy ; and would hear, with equal inegli*^ 
g^nce, of the union of the Thames and Severn by a 
canal, and the scheme of Albuquerque, the viceroy of 
- ^ ladies, lyhe in the rage of bostdtty had ct^utiived 
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to make Egvpt a barren desart, by tanung the VRk 
into the Red Sea. 

' Those who have attempted much, have seldom 
felled to perform more than those who never deviate 
£rom the common roads of action : many valuable 
preparations of chemistry are supposed to have arisen 
from unsuccessful inquiries after the grand elixir: 
it is, therefore, just to encourage those who endea- 
vour to enlarge the power of art, since they often 
succeed beyond expectation ; and when they fail, may 
sometimes benefit the world, even by their nus- 
carriages. 
T 



>r 100. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1753- 

No auui e*cr reMh*d the hcighu of vice at iint. T AT£. 

TO THE ADVENTUR8R. 
SIR, 

Though the characters of men have, perhaps, ^ 
been essentially the same in all ages, yet their ex- 
ternal appearance has changed with other pecu« 
lisBitiea of time and place, and they have been 
dittbgnished by difl^nt names, as new modes of 
<63^re8non hav^ prevailed: a periodical writer, 
therefore, who catches the picture of evanescent 
vei.. XXV. F 
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life» and shews the defonnity of follies which in, a 
few years will be so changed as DOt to be knowpt 
«houui be careful to express the character when he 
describes the t^pearance, and to connect it wi|h 
the name by which it then happens to be caU^d* 
You have frequently used the terms Buck and Bloodf 
and have given some account of the cbaraoters 
which are thus denominated ; but you have not consi^ 
dered them as the last stages of a regular prognessioo, 
nor taken any xtotice of those whidi prec^ thenu 
Their dependence upon each other is, indeed, SQ 
litde knownV that many suppose them to be distinc^^ 
and collateral classes, formed by persons of opposite 
interests, tastes, capacities, and dispositions: the 
scale, however, consists of eight degrees ; Greenhorn, 
Jemmy, Jessamy, Smart, Honest Fellow, Joyout 
Spirit, Buck, and Blood. As I have myself passed 
through the whole series, I shall explain each station 
by a short account- of my life, remarking the periods 
when my character changed its denomination, and 
the particular incidents by which the change was pro- 
duced. 

My father was a wealthy £uiner in Torkshire j 
and* when I was near eighteen years of age, he 
brought me up to London, and put me a^)prentice 
to a considerable shopkeeper in the city. There 
was an aukward modest simplicity in my manner» 
and a reverence of religion and virtue in my con- 
versation. The novelty of the scene that was now 
placed before me, in which there were innumerably 
x^jects tliat I never conceived to exist, rendered 
me attentive and credulous ; peculiarities, which, 
without a provincial accent, a slouch in my gait, 
a long lank head of hair, an unfaahionaUe s^it 
. of diab-cdoured cloth, would have denomiwjxd 
.4ne a Greenhorn, or, in. other words, a /countr] put 
-wy green. 
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Greeoi then, I continued rren in external«» tear 
two yesm; and in thii state I was the object of 
vniversal contempt and deriaion; but being at 
length, wearied with merriment and insult, I was 
very sedulous to assume the nuuiners and appear* 
ance of those, who in the same station were better 
trea^d. I had aheady impprored greatly in my 
speech; and laj father havm? allowed me thirty 
pounds a year tor apparel and pocket-money, the 
greater nart of which I had saved, I bespoke a 
•ait of clothes of an eminent city taylor, with se- 
veral waistcoats . and . breeches, and two frocks for 
a change : I cut off my hair, and procured a brown 
bob perriwig of Wildings of the same colour, with 
a single row of curls just round the bottom, which 
1 wore very nicely combed, and without powder t 
iny hat, which had been cocked with great exactness 
in an equilateral triangle, I discarded, and purchased 
one of a more fashionaUe size, the fore comer of 
-which jH^ojected near two inches furth^ than thoso^ 
on each side, and was moulded into the shape of a 
■fK>ut : I also furnished myself with a change of whitt 
thread stockings, took care that my pumps were yar* 
ifaished every morning with a new German blacking* 
l>all ; and when I went out, carried in my haad a 
Kctle switch, which, as it has been long appendant to 
tf/e character, that I had just assumed, has taken the 
9Mi\e name, and is called a Jemmy. 

I aooD nerceived the advantage of this transfer* 
mation. My manner had not, indeed, kept naea 
t(rith my dress; I was still modest and difliaefit, 
lAnlperate, and sober, and ccmsequendy still sub* 
ject to ridicule : but I was now admitted into com^ 
pany, from which I had before been excluded by 
the rusticity of my appearance; I was rallied and 
encouraged by turns ; and I was instruaed both by 
precept and example. Some ofiers were BMKk cf 
F 2 
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carrying me to a house of private entertainment^ 
which then I absoktely refused; but I soon found 
the way into the play-houses, to see the two laat 
acts, and the farce : here I learned that by breaches 
of chastity no man was thought to incur either 
guilt or shame; but that, on the contrary, they 
were essentially necessary to the character of a 
. fine gentleman* I sioon copied the original, which 
I found to be universally admired, in my morals, 
and made some farther approaches to it in my 
' dress : I suffered my hair to grow long enough to . 
comb back over the. fore-top of my wig, which 
when I sallied (orth to my evening amusement, I . 
changed to a aueue ; I tied the coUar of my shirt 
with half an ell of black ribbon, which appeared . 
under my neckcloth,; the fore corner of my hat 
was considerably elevated and shortened, so that it : 
RO . loiaiger resembled a spout, but the corner of a ; 
minced {^e ; my waisjt^oat was edged with a nar- i 
row lace, my stockingfi were silk, and I never ap- 
peared without a pair of clean gloves. My ad«» 
dress, from its native masculine plainness, was con- 
verted to an excess of softness and civility, esjpe*. 
cially when I spoke to the ladies. I hgd before^ 
made some progress in learning to swear ; I had pro« 
ceeded by fegs, nith, pox, plague, 'pon my life, 'poo . 
my soul, rat it, and zookers, to zauns and the divitl. 
I now advanced to by Jove, 'fore ged, gcds cursQ it| . 
and demme : "but I still uttered these inteijections 
in a tremulous tone, sind my pronunciatioo was 
feminine and vicious, I was sensible of my de» 
fe^tfi, and, therefore, applied with ^eat diligence 
to remove' them*. I frequently pracused alone, but 
it was a long time before I could swear so much to 
my own sati^faakm in company, as by myselfl 
My labour, however,, was not ^yithout its reward; 
it repoQ^me^ded n|e to the notice of the h(^^»^ 
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and procured me the ge&de appelbtioB of Jes- 
samy. 

I BOW karoed amoi^ odier Grown Geademen t0 
llance» which greatly oolarged my acquaintance; I 
entered into a subecription for country dancea onoe 
a week at a tavern^ where each gentleman engaged 
to btmm a nartoer : at the same time I made con* 
tiderable aaianoee in swearing; I could proaouoce 
damitie with a tolerable air smd accent, eive the 
^ovuid its fiiU sound, and look with confidence in 
fhe face of the person to whom I spoke. About 
this t^ne my father's elder brother died, and left me 
an estate of near five hundred pounds per annum. 
I BOW boQ^ out the rem^under of my time^ 
and this sudden accession of wealth and inde* 
pendence.gave me immediately an air of greater con- 
udence and freedom. I laid out near one hiwdred 
tod fifty pounds in clothes, though. I was obliged 
to go into mouf ning : I employed a court taylor to 
make them up ; I exchanged my queue for a bag ; I 
^t on a sword> which, in appearance at least, was a 
Toledo ; and in ptoportioB as I knew my dress to be 
elegant, I was less solicitous to be neat* My ac^ 
quaintance now increased every hour ; I was attended, 
iiattered» and caressed ; was often invited to enter* 
ftdmnents,. supped every night at a tavern, and went 
hpeae in a clmr; waa taken ne^oe of in public places, 
attd was universally confessed to be improved into a 
Smart* 

There were some intervals m which I found it 
Bfces^ary to abstain from ^vteaching ; and in these, 
at whatever rwk, I applied myself to the bottle : a 
hakk of drinking oame in^Mibly i^on me, and I 
was eoon able lo walk home with a bottle And a 
pint. I had fearned a sugiQimt Bttmber of fa^bioa'^ 
able toasts, and got by heart several topii^ snd 
sevemi bawdy $011;^$, srase of which I venti^ed ta 
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roar out with a friend hanging on my arm as we 
scoured the street after our nocturnal revel. I 
now laboured with indefatigable industry to in- 
crease these acquisitions : I enlarged my stock of 
healths ( made great progress in singing, joking, 
and storytelling ; swore well ; could make a com- 
pany of staunch topers drunk ; always collected the 
reckoning, and was the last man that departed. My 
face began to be covered with red pimples, and my 
eyes to be weak ; I became daily more negligent of 
my dress, and more blunt in my manner ; I professed 
myself a foe to starters and milksops, declared that 
there was no enjoyment equal to that of a bottle and 
a friend, and soon gained the appellation of an Honest 
Fellow- 

By this distinction I was animated to attempt 
yet greater excellence ; I learned several feats of mi- 
mickry of the under players, could take off known cha- 
racters, tell a staring story, and humbug with so 
much skill as sometimes to take in a knowing one. 
I was so sutcessful in the practice of these arts, to 
which, indeed, I applied myself with unwearied dili- 
gence and assiduity, that I kept my company roaring 
with applause, till their voices sunk by degrees, 
and they were no longer able to laugh, because they 
were no longer able either to hear or to see. I had 
now ascended another scale in the climax ; and was- 
acknowledged by all who knew me, to be a Joyous 
Spirit. 

After all these topics of merrimfeftt were exhaust- 
ed, and I had repeated my tricks, my -stories, my 
jokes, and my songs, till they grew insipid, I be- 
came mischievous ; and wag continually devising 
and executing Frolics, to the unspeakable delight 
of my companions, and the injury of others. For 
many of them I was prosecuted, and frequently 
obli^ to pay large damages : but I l^ie all tbese 
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lostes vith an.' air of jovial indifleresce, I pushed- 
on in my careeri I was more desperate in proportion 
as I had less to lose : and being deterred Irom no 
mischief by the dread of its consequences, I waa- 
said torun at. all, and complimeiUed with the name 
of Buck. 

My- estate was at length mortgaged for mpre than 
it was worth; my creditors were importunate; I. 
became negligent of myself and of others; I made 
a desperate e£R>rt at the gaming U^le» and lost the 
last sum that I could raise; my estate was seized, 
by the mortgagee ; I learned to pack cards and to» 
cog a die; became a bully to whores; passed my 
nights in a brothely the street, or the watch-house ; 
was utterly insensible of shame, and lived upon the. 
town as a beast of prey in a. forest. Thus I reached 
the sunaroit of modern glory, and had just acquired' 
the distinction of a Blood, when I was arrested for 
an old debt of tliree hundred pounds, and thrown 
into the King's Bench prison. 

These characters, sir, though they are distinct, 
yet dixnot at all di&r,. otherwise than as shades i)f 
the same colour. And though they are stages of a 
regular frogression, yet the whole progress is not 
made by every individual : some are so soon ini- 
tiated ill the mysteries of the town, that they are 
never publicly known in their Greenhorn state ; 
others fix long in their Jemmyhood, others are Jes- 
samies at fourscore, and some stagnate in each of 
the higher stages for life. But I request that they 
may never hereafter be confounded either by you 
or your correspondents. Of the Blood, your bro- 
ther Adventurer, Mr. Wildgoose, though he assumes 
the character, does not seem to have a just and pre- 
cise idea as distinct from the Buck^in which class, 
he should be placed, and will probably die ; for he 
seems determined. to shoot himself^ just. sit the time 
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When his drcoimiiuihces wiU etaUe^ him to asmulie: 
the higher disthtietionv 

But the retrospect ttpoa tfe j wUch thk letteft* hat 
made necessary, covers me with confusion, and ag« 
gravates despair. I cannot but reflect, that amd^, 
all these characters, I have never assumed that of a) 
Man. Maxr is a Reasonable Bemg, which he ceases 
to be, who disguises his bodj- inth ridiculous fop* 
peries, or degrades his mind fay detestable brutality* 
These thotfghu would have been j of great use to mc, 
if they had occurred seven years ago. If they aie 
of use to yotty I hope yon will send me a small gra-< 
tnity for my labour, to alleviate the misery of hunger 
and nakecbiess: but, dear sir, let your bounty be 
speedy, lest I perish before it arrives. 

I am your humble servant. 
Common side, Kmg»« B^nch, NOMENTANUS. 

Oct. zS, X753. 



N' 101. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2^ 1T53^ 



"Eii ubipeciat, HOI^ 



■ Yet lonettflnes he nitttolcet^ 

TO TXIB ADVEKTlJnfilt. 

SIR, 

If we consider th^ high rank whi^ Milton has de» 
servedly obtained among our few English okssics^ 
W^ cannot wonder at the multitude of comment 
tarfes alid cntictsms of whidh he has been the sub* 
ject* To thefee I hsve added so^ imscellaneout 
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remarks ; and if you^should at first be inclined to 
reject them as trifling, you may, perhaps, determine 
to admit them, when you reflect that they are 
new. 

The description of Eden in the fourth book of 
the Paradise Lost, and the battle of the angels in . 
tHe sixth, are usually selected as the most striking 
examples of a florid and vigorous imagination : but 
it requires much greater strength of mind to form 
an assemblage o( natural objects, and range them 
with propriety and beauty, than to bring together 
the gi'catest variety of' the most splendid images, 
without any regard to their use or congruity^; as in 
painting, he who, by the fbrce of his imagination* 
can delineate a landscape^ is deemed a greater master 
than he, who^ by heaping rocks of corsu upon tessel- 
ated ^vements, can only make absurdity splendid, 
and di^se gaudy colours so as best to set off each ' 
o&er. 

« Sapphire fountains that rolling over orient Pearl 
run Nectar, roses without thorns,* trees that bear ' 
fruit of V^etable Gold, and that weep odmtms. 
gums and bahns,' are easily feigned ; but having no- 
relative beauty as pictures of nat^ure, nor any absolute : 
excellence as derived- frpm truth, they can only 
please those, who, when they read* exercise no 
faculty but fancy, and admire bec^ufe they do not 
think. 

If I shall .pot 1^ thought to degress wholly from 
my subject, I would illustrate this remark, by com- 
paring two passages, written by Milton and Flet- 
cher, on nearly the same subject. The spirit in 
Comus thus pays his gddress m t)ianks to (he watevv 
]aymph Sabrma : 

-'-Mdy thy brimmed waves for this, 
IDieif ful) tribute never raissj,. 
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R'om a thousand pei-ty rillsj 
That tumble down the snowy hills i 
Summer drought, or singed air, 
Never scorch thy tresses fair; 
Nor wet October's torrent flood 
Thy molten chrystal fill with mud : 

Thus far the wishes arc most proper for the welfare 
of a river goddess : the circumstance of summer not 
scorching her tresses, is highly poetical and elegant 2 
but what follows, though it is pompous and majestic^ 
is unnatural and far fetched ; 

May thy biUovs roll ashore 
The beryl and the golden ore t 
May thy lofty h ad be crown 'd 
With many a towV and terras round ; 
And here and thcic, thy banks u]>on. 
With grovet of my i rh and cinnanion I ' 

The' circunutafiee in. the third and fourdi lines is^ 
happily fancied ; but what idea can the reader have of > 
a^ English nverroUiDg Gold aod the Beryiashore^ 
or: of grores of Cimiamoii growing oa iu baokffi 
The images inr the following' passage of- Fletcher' 
aie all siniple and reai^ aU appropriated aad strietlj 
Datond: 

For thy kindhns to me showir, 
Nfiver Bviii thy baiiks bi btowo 
Ahy tree, with windy force* 
Cross thy sream to stop thy course ; 
Mgyno beast th t corner to drink, 
VTydi his hor s cast down thy brink |. 
May none that for thy <iA do look. 
Cut thy banks to dam thy brodk ; 
Barefoot may n > neighbour wade 
In thy cool streams, wife or maid, 
Whcn'^the spawn on stoned do lie. 
To wash their hemp, and spoil the fry. 

The glaring picture of Pajnadise is not, in my 
opinion, so strong an evidence of Mtltoq's fotce of 
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^ iip^natipDt as his represeotation of Adam zni 
£ve when they left it» and of the passioni with 
which they were agitated on that event. 

Against his batde of the Angels, I have the same 
ol^ecdons as against his garden of Eden. He has 
endeavoured to elevate ms combatants, by giving 
them the enormous stature of giants in romances, 
books of which he was known to be foqd ; and the 
prowess and behaviour of Michael as much resem- 
ble the feats of Ariosto's Knight, as his two-handed 
tword does the weapons of chivalry: I think the 
sublimity of his eenius much more visible in the 
£rst appearance ofthe fallen Angels ; the debates of 
the inlemal peers ; the passage of Satan through the 
dominions or Chaos, and his adventure with Sm and 
Jdeathi tbe.|bsssion otf lUphael to Adam ; the convert 
na^tiops between Adam And his wife; the creation; 
, |he acccmnt which Adam gives of his first sensations, 
and of the approach of Eve from the hand of her 
Creator ; the whole behaviour of Adam and Eve 
after the first transgression ; and the. prospect of the 
various states of the world,. and history of man exhi- 
bited in a vision to Adam. 
. In this visio)n,<MiltoaJudJiaQ(usly i^esents Adam, 
. as ignorant of what dis^^ter had. hefaUen Abel, when 
f he iiims murdered by his brother ; but duiung his con- 
, versation with Raphael, th^ poet seems to l^ve for- 
. gotten this necessary and natural, ignorance of the 
. first man. . How ^vas . it possible for Axlam to discern 
..what the .Angel meant by '.culuc. phalanxes, by 
planets .of aspect malign, : by encamping on ,the 
. foughten field, by van and rear, by standards and 
^gonfalons and .glittering tissAzes, by the girding 
. sword, by embattled sc^uadrons^ chariots, and flam- 
. ing aims, and fiery steeds :' And although Adam 
..possessed a. superior diigiee pf knowledge, yet doubt- 
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leBS he had not skill enough in chemistry to under^ 
stand Raphael, who informed him, that 



-Sulphurous and nitrous foam 



They found, they mingled, and with subtle art» 
Concocted and Adusted, they reduced 
To blackest grain, and into store convey'd* 

And, surely, the nature of cannon was not much ex- 
plained to Adam, who neither knew or wanted the 
use of iron tools, by telling him, that they resemble 
the hollow bodies o( oak or firi 

With branches Iopt,in wood or moiMtaia fcU'd. 

He that never beheld the brute creation but in its pas* 
times and spoits, must have greatfy wondered) when 
the Angel expressed the flight ot the Satanic host* 
by saying, that they fled 



-As a herd 



Of goats or timorous £ock, together throng*d« 

But as there are many exuberances in this poem» 
there appears to be also some defects. As the ser- 
pent was the instrument of the temptation, Milton 
minutely describes its beauty and allurements : and 
I have frequently wondered, that he did not, for 
the same reason, give a more elaborate description 
of the tree of life ; especially as he was remarkable 
for his knowledge and imitation of the Sacred 
Writings, and as the following passage in the Reve- 
lations afforded him a hint, from which his crea- 
tive fancy might have worked up a striking picture ; 
' In the midst of the street of it, and of either side 
the river, was there the tree of life; which bare 
twelve VDXOfitx of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
6 
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month ; and the leaves of the tree were tor the heal« 
ing of the nations.' 

At the end of the fourth book, suspence and ^t- 
tentioQ are excited to the utmost ; a combat be-> 
tween Satan and the guardians of Eden is eagerly 
expected, and curiosity is impatient for the action 
and the catastrophe : but this horrid fray is pre- 
TCDted, expectation is cut off, and curiosity disap- 
pointed, by an expedient which, though applauded 
by Addison and Pope, and imitated from Homer 
and Virgil, will be deemed frigid* and inaitificial, 
by all who judge from their own sensations, and 
are not content to echo the decisions of others. 
The golden balances are held forth, ^ which,' 8a§r8 
the poet, * are yet seen between Astrea and ' the 
Scorpion;' Satan looks up, and perceiving that his 
scale mounted aloft, departs with the shades of 
night. To make such a use, at so critical a* time, 
of Labrk, a mere imaginary sign of the Zodiac, is 
scarcely justifiable in a poem rounded on religious 
truth. 

Among innumerable beauties in the Paraflise 
Lost, I ttiink the most transcendent is the speech 
of Satan at the beginning of the ninth book; ia 
which his uncxtinguishable pride and fierce indig- 
nation against God, and his envy towards Man, 
are so blended with an involuntary approbation 
of goodness, and disdain of the meanness and base- 
ness of his present undertaking, as to render it, on 
account of the propriety of its sentiments and its 
turns -of passion, the most natural, most spirited, 
and truly dramatic speech, that is perhaps, to be 
found in any writer -whether ancient or modern : 
and yet Mr. Adctison has passed it over, unpraised 
ismd unnoticed. 

If an apology should be deemed necessary for 
the freedom here used with our inimitable bardj* let 

voir. XXV. Q 
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me conclude in the words of Lon^nus : • Whoever 
was caremlly to collect the blemishes of Homer, 
Dfjmosthenes, Plato, and of other celebrated writers, 
of the same rank, would find they bore not the least 
'.proportion to the sublimities and excellencies with 
which their works abound/ 
Z * lam, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
PAL^OPHILUS. 



iP 102. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1753- 



■ I ■ ^idtitm dextrQ fede f§nd^is, uttg 

ConatMs mn faniteat^ vQtigue feracjti f JU V. 

What in the conduct of our. life appears . . 

So well design*d, so luckilj begun, 

But, wlKti we ha?e our wish, we wish undpne. 

DRjYDEN. 

10 THK ASVENTUIUSB*. 



I If AVE been for many years a trader in London* 
My beginning was narrow, and my stock small; 
1 was, thereforei a long time brow-beaten and de- 
spised by those, who having more money thought 
they had more merit than mySelf. t did not, how- 
, ever, 'suflfer my resentment to .instigate me to any- 
mean arts of supplantation, nor my eagerness of 
rjches to betray me to any indirect methods of gain ; 
X pursued . my busiifiess with incessatit assiduity, 'suy- 
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ported by the hope of being one day richer than 
those who contemned me ; and had, upon every 
annual review of my books, the satisfaction of .find- 
ing my fortune increased beyond my expectation. 

In a few years my mdustry and probity were 
fully recompensed, my wealth was really great, and 
my reputation for wealth still greater. I had large 
warehouses crouded with goods, and considerable 
sums in the public funds ; I was caressed upon the 
£xchange by the most eminent merchants ; became 
the oracle of the common council ; was soHcited to 
engage in all conynercial undertakings ; was flat- 
tered with the hopes of becoming in a short time 
oiie of the directors of a wealthy company ; and, to 
compliete my mercantile honours, enjoyed the expen-% 
sive happiness of fining for sheriff. 

Riches, you know, easily produce ridhes ; when I 
had arrived to this degree of wealth, I had no longer 
any obstniction or opposition to fear; new acqui- 
sitions were hourly brought within my reach, and I ' 
continued for some years longer to heap thousands 
upon thousands. 

* At laisl I resolved to complefe the circle of a 
ci^zen's prosperity by the purchase of ain estate in 
the country, and to close my Hfe in retirements 
From' the hour that this design entered my imagi- 
nation, I found the fatigues of my employment 
every day more oppressive, and persuaded myself^ 
that I wa^ no longer equal to perpetual attention, 
and that my health would soon be destroyed by the 
torment and distraction of extensive business. I 
could image to myself no happiness, but in vacant 
jollity> and uninterrupted leisure 5 nor entertain my ' 
friends with any, other topic, than the vexation and 
uncertinty' of trade, and the happiness of ruta! 
privacy, 

G 2 
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Bttt notwithstanding these declarations, I could 
not at once reconcile myself to the thought of ceas* 
ing to get money 4 and though I .was e^xry day in- 
quiring for a purcliase, I found some reason for re- 
jecting all that were offered me; and, indeed, had 
accumulated so many beauties and conveniences ia 
my idea of the spot, where I was finally to be happy, 
that, perhaps, the world might have been travelled 
over, without discovery of a place which would not 
have been defective in some particular. 

Thus I went on still talking of retirement, and 
still refusing to retire ; my friends began to laugh at 
my delays, and I grew ashamed tO tnfle longer with 
my own inclinations ; an estate was at length pur. 
chased, I transferred my stock to a prudent young 
man who had married my daughter, went down into 
the country, and commenced lord of a spacious manor* 

Here for some time I found happiness equal to my . 
expectation. I reformed the old house according to 
the advice of the best architects^ I threw down the 
walls of the garden, and inclosed it with palisades, 
planted long avenues of trees, filled a green-house with 
c3fotic plants, dug a new can^l, and threw the earth 
into the old moat. 

The fame of these expensive improvements * 
brought in al| the country to see the shew. I en- 
lertained my yjsitor^ with great liberality, led them 
round my garden;, shewed them my apartments, 
laid before them plans for new decorations, and was 
gratified l^y the wonder of |0{f)e and the envy of 
others. 

I was envied ; but how little can one man judge 
of the condition of another J The time was now 
coming, in which affluence and splendor could 
n9 longer make roe pleased with myself. I had 
l>uilt ull the imagination of the architect w^ 
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exhausted ;' I had added one convenience to another ; 
till I knew not what more to wish oi* to design f I 
had laid out my gardens, planted niy park, and 
completed my water-works ; and what now remained 
to be done ? what, but to look up to turrets, of which 
when they were once raised I had no farther use, to 
range orer apartments where time was tarnishing thtf 
furniture, to stand by the cascade of which I scarcely 
now perceived the sound, and to watch the growth 
of woods that must give their shade to a distant gene- 
ration. 

In thii gloomy inactivity, is every day begun and 
ended : the happmess that I have been so long pro- 
curing is now at an end ; because it has been pro- 
cured ; I wander from room to r6om till I am weary 
of niyself ; I ride out to a neighbouring hill in the 
centre of my estate, from whence all my lands lie in 
prospect round me ; I see nothing that I have not 
Seen before, and return home disappointed, though I 
kiiew that I had nothing to expect. 

In my happy days of business I had been accus- 
tomed to rise early in the morning ; aad remember 
the time wheii I grievfcd that the ni^ht came* so soon 
upon me, and obliged me for a few hours to shut 
out affluence and prosperity. I now seldom see the 
rising sun, but to * tell him,' with the fallen angel, 
* how I hate his beams.' I wake from sleep as to 
languor or imprisonment, and have no employment 
for the first hour but io consider by what art I "shall 
rid myself of the second. I protract the breakfast 
as long as I cafe, because when i^ i^ ended I have no 
call for my attention, till I can with some degree of 
decency grow lYhpatient for ffty 'dinner.' If I could 
dine all my life, I should "be happy ^ I eat not be- 
cause I, am hujngry, but because I am idle : but alas ! 
the time quickly corafes whbn I can e^t to long^ ; 
^nd 80 81 ^oer my conWittttion- iccoad mybckna- 
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tioDy that I cannot bear strong liquDrs: seven hour^ 
must then be endured before I shall sup ; but sup-« 
per comes at last, die more welcome aa it is in a 
short time succeeded by sleep* 

Such, Mr. Adventurer, is the happiness, the hope 
of which seduced me from the duties and pleasures 
of a mercantile life. I shall be told by those whQ 
read my narrative, that there are many meaqs pf inno- 
cent amusement, and many schemes of useful em- 
ployment, which I do not appear ever to have known ; 
and that nature and art have provided pleasures, by 
which, without the drudgery of setded business, the 
^cdve may be engaged, the solitary soothed, and the 
social entertained. 

These arts, sir, I have tried. When first I tool^ 
possession of my estate, in conformity to the taste 
pf my neighbours, I bought guns and nets, filled my 
kennel with dogs, and my stable with horses ; but 
a litde experience shewed me, that these instru- 
ments of rural felicity would afford me few grati- 
ficadons. I never shot but to miss the mark, and, 
to confess the truth, was afraid pf the fire of my 
own gun. I could. discover no music in the cry of 
the dogs, nor could divest myself of pity for the 
animal whose peacefid and inofiensive life was sacri- 
ficed to our sport. I was not, indeed, always at 
leisure to reflect upon her danger ; for my horse,, 
who had been bred to the chase, did not always 
regard my choice either pf speed or way, but leaped 
hedges and ditches at his own discretion, and hurried 
me along with the dogs, to the great diversion of my 
brother sportsmen. His eagerness of pursuit once 
incited him to swim a river ; and I had leisure to re* 
solve-in the water, that I would never hazard my life 
again for the destruction of a hare. 

I then ordered books to be procured, and by the 
dir^ctiun of the viQar had 19 ^. few weeki a donst, 
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elegantly funiishad.. You vrilly perfiaps, be surprise 
ed when I shall tell you, that when once I had 
ranged them according to their sizes, an4 piled 
them up in regular gradations, I had received al} 
the pleasure which they could give me. I am not 
able to excite in myself any cariosity after events 
which have been long passed, and in which I can, 
therefore, have no interest: I am utterly uncon- 
cerned to know whether TuUy or Demosthenes ex» 
celled in oratory, whether Haiteibal lost Italy by 
his own negligence or the' corruption of his couut* 
trymen. I have no skill in controversial leamingp 
nor can conceive why so many volumes should have 
been written upon questions, which I have lived so 
long and so happily without understanding. I once 
resolved to go through the volumes relating to the 
office of justice of the peace, but found them so 
crabbed and intricate, that in less than a month I 
desisted in despair, and resolved to supply my de- 
ficiencies by paying a competent salary to a skilfiil 
clerk. 

I am naturally inclined to hospitality, and for 
some time kept up a constaat intercourse of visits 
with the neighbouring gentlemen : but though they 
are easily Ix-ought about me by belter wine than 
they can find at any other house, I am not much - 
relieved by their conversation ; they have . no skili 
in commerce or the stocks, and I have no know-' 
ledge of the history of families or the factions of 
the country ; so that when the first civilities are 
over, they usually talk to one another^ and I am 
left alone in tbe midst of the company. Though I 
cannot drink myself, I am obliged to encourage the 
circulation of the glass i .their mirth grows more 
turbulent and obstreperous ; and before their merri« 
rjnetit is at z^ tndf I am sick with disgusti and pevW 
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haps, reproached with my sobriety * or by some sly 
insinuations insulted as a cit. ,, 

Siich, Mr. Adventurer, is the life to- which I ant 
eondeinned by a foolish endeavour to be happy by 
imitation ; such is the happiness to which I pleased 
myself with approaching, and which I considered as 
the chief end of my cares and my labours. I toiled 
year after year with chearftilness, in expectation of 
thf happy hour in which I mi^t be idle ; the pri- 
^lege ^of idleness is attained, but has not brought 
liwth it the blessing; of tranquillity. 
* T I am. 

Yours, &c.' - 
' MERCATOR. 



W103. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1753. 



»- Q^M^ rationt timimusy 



y Auteu^imus t > ■ JUV. 

'' How void of reason are our hdpes and fears ! Dl^YDEK. 

Ik those remote, times wfien, ty the intervention c^ 
Fairies, me;i received good and evil, which succeed- 
ing generations could expect only from natural 
causes, Soliman, a mighty prince, reigned over a 
thousand provinces in the distant regions of the 
cast, it IS recorded of Soliman, that he had no fa- 
vourite 5 but among the principal nobles of his court 
wasQmarj^din. ^ ^_ ^ 

\ dnPiaraddin ba3 two (laughters, Alhierine. and 
Shelifnah.* At th^ Birth of Almerine, the fairy EU 
farina had presided $ and in compliance with the im- 
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portunate and reiterated request of the parent*, had 
endowed her with every natural excellence both of 
body and mind, and decreed that * she should be 
sought in marriage by a sovereign prince.* 

When the wife of Omaraddin was pregpiant with 
Shelimah, the fairy Elfarina was again invoked ; at 
which Farimina, another power dtthe aerial king- 
dom, was offended. Farimina was inexorable and 
cruel ; the number of her votaries, therefore, was 
few. Elfarina was placable and benevolent ; and 
Fairies of this character were observed to be su- 
perior in power, whether because it is the nature of ' 
vice to defeat its own purpose, or whether the calm 
^nd equal tenor of a viituous mind prevents those 
mistakes, which are committed in the tumult and 
precipitation of outrageous malevolence. But Fa- 
rimina, from whatever cause, resolved that her in- 
fliience should not be wanting ; she, therefore, as 
f^r as she was able, precluded the influence of El- 
farina, by first pronouncing the incantation which 
determined the fortune of the infant, \k'hom she dis- 
covered by divinadon to be a girl. Faiimina, that 
the innocent object of her malice might be despised 
by others, and perpetually employed in toimenting 
herself, decreed, * that her person should be render- 
ed hideous by every species of deformity, and that 
ail her wishes should spontaneously produce an oppo- 
f ke effect.' 

The parents dreaded the birth of the infant un- 
der this malediction, with which Elfarina had ac- 
qiuainted . thenfy and which she could not reverse.' 
The mo^nent they beheld it, they were solicitous 
•nly to conceal it from the world ; they considere4 
the complicated deformity of unhappy Shelimah, as 
some reproach to themselves ; and as they could 
not hope to change her appearance, they did not 
find themselves interested in her fefoity. They 
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made no request to Elfarina, that she vfould by any 
intellectual endowment alleviate miseries which 
they should, not participate, but seemed content 
that a being so hideous should suffer .perpetual dis- 
appointment 5 and, indeed, they concurred to in* 
jure an infant which they could not behold with 
complacency, by sending her with only one atten- 
dant to a remote castle which stood on the confines of 
a wood* 

Elfiirina, however, did not thus forsake innocence 
in distress; but to counterbalance the evils of ob- 
scurity,, neglect, and ugliness, she decreed, that * to 
the taste of Shelimah the coarsest food should be 
the most exquisite dainty ; that the rags which' co- 
vered her, should in her estimation be equal to <:loth* . 
of gold; that she should prize a palacie less than s,^ 
cottage 5 and that . in these cu-cuiiastanoes love. . 
should be a stranger to her breast,' To prevent 
the vexation which would arise from the continual 
disappointment of her wishes, appeared at first to 
be more difficult ; but this was at length perfectly 
effected by endowing her with Content. 

, While Shelimah was immured in a remote castle, 
neglected and forgotten, every city .in the dominions 
ojf Soliman contributed to decorate the person or cul-. 
tivate the mind of Almerine. The house of her 
father was the resort of all who excelled in learning 
of whatever class; and as the wit of Almerine was 
equal to her beauty, her knowledge was soon equal 
to her wit. 

\ Thiis accomplished, she became the object of 
upiversal admiration; every heart throbbed at her 
approach, every tongue was silent when she spoke ; 
a^. the glance of her eye every (:heek was covered 
with blushes of diffidence or desire, and at her. 
command every foot became swift as that of the 
roe. But Almerine, whom ambition was thus jea* 
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lou8 to obey, who was reverenced by hoary wisdom^ 
and beloved hf youthful beauty, wa^ perhaps the tnOist 
wretched of her sex. Perpetual adulation had made 
her haughty and fierce ; her penetration arid delicacy 

- renderecF almost every object offensive ; she was dis- 
gusted with imperfections which dthers could not 

«Ssco\'er; her Iw-east ivas corroded by detestation, 
when others were softened by pity ; she lost the 
sweetness of sleep by the want of exercise, and the 
relish of food by continual luxury; but her life be- 
came yet more wretched, by hef sensibility of that 
passion, on which the. happiness of life is believed 
chieify to depend. ' ' ' ' ' ' 

Nourassin, the phpician of Soliman, was of no- 
ble Hrth, and celArated for' his skill through all the 
East. He had just attained the meridian 'of life; 
his person was 'graceful, and his niafifiier soft and 
insinuating.' ' Among many others, by'whorii Aime- 
rine^had been'tiu^t to %ive^g[§ite nature, Nou- 
rassinnatf*' acquainted her with -^e qualities of 
trees dhd hej-bs; Of hini she learned, how an in- 
numerable -progeny are contained in the p«trent 

' plant ^^how 'they expand atid- quicken b^ degrees'; 
how from the same ^oil each irtbibes a ^lerent 
juice, which risiag from the root hardens into 

'branches above, swells iiito leavesi^and flowers, and 
fruits, infinitely various in • colour and tafcte^and 
smell r of*power to repel "diseases, or precipitate the 
stroke of death. . ! 

Whether by the caprice which is common to vio*- 
Jent *p4tfsians, -or whether; by some potion which 

-'Noufmiu ibuvid me^s id ^minister to his scholar, 
is not icnowii' f hjaai Jlburassin she became 'ena- 
'mW^iftd to the most ro^najatid excess. The pleasure 
wiA which she had lijfSdre reflected on the decree 
of* the Fairy, * that -she should be sought in triar-^^ 
riage by « so^itigif prince/ was now at an tni 
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It was the custom of tlse cobles to present their 
daughters to the king, when they entered their 
eio^hteenth year; an event which AJmerine had 
often anticipated with impatisnce and hope, but 
now wished to prevent with solicitude and terror. 
.The period, urflrcd forward, Hke every thing^ future, 
with silent and irresistible rapidity, at length ar- 
rived* The curiosi^ of Soliman had been raised, 
as well by accidental encomiums, as by the artifices 
of Omaraddin, whQ.now hasted to gratify it with the 
utmost anxiety and perturbation : he discovered^ 
the confusion of his daughter, and imagined that it 
was produced like his own, by the uncertainty. and 
importance of an event, which would be deter- 
mined before the day should be passed. He en- 
deavoured to give her a peaceful confidence in the 
promise of the Fairy, which he wanted himself; 
and perceived, with regret, that her distress rather 
Increased than diminished: this incident, however, 
as he had no suspicion of the cause, only rendered 
him more impatient of delay; and Almerine, co- 
vered with ornaments by which art and nature were 
exhausted, was, however reluctant, introduced to the 
king. 

Soliman was now in his thirtieth year. He had 
sat ten years upon the throne, and for the steadiness 
of his virtue had been sumamed the Just. He had 
hitherto considered the gratification of q)petite 
as a low enjoyment, allotted ' to weakness and ob- ^ 
scurity ; and the exercise of heroic virtue, as th^ . 
superior felicity of eminence and power. He had 
jas yet taken no wife ; nor had he immured in his 
|)alace a multitude of unha^y beauties, in. whom 
^iesire had no choice, and attection no object, to be 
successively forsaken after unresisted violation, and 
fU last sink into the grave widiout having answered 
any opbler purpose, than sometimes to hate grati- 
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Bed the c^ce of a tymt, whom they taw at no 
other season, and whose presence could ruse no pas- 
sion more remote fit>m detestation than fear. 
' Such was Soliman ; who, having sraflced some n»* 
Aients upon AJmerine with silent aiuuration, rose up» 
and turning to the princes who stood round him» * To- 
morrow/ said he> * I will grant the request which ypo 
have 80 often repeated, and place a beauty upon my 
throne, by whom I may transmit my donunion to 
|>08terity: to-morrow, the daughter of Omaraddin 
shall be my wife.' 

The joy with which Omaraddin helurd thife declara* 
tion,. was sbated by the cSsct which it produced upon 
Ahnerine: who, after Mkie mefiectual stru^;le8 
#ith the passiohs which agitated her mind, threw Mr- 
setf into the anril of hef women; and burst into tears* 
fldimafl immediately dismissed his attendantt ; and 
takihgKer in his arms, inquired the cause of her dis- 
tJtss^ 'this, however, was a secret, which neither her 
piide nor her fear would suffer her to reveaL She 
continued silent and inconsolable ; and Soliman, 
diottgh he secretly suspected some other attachment* 

E appeared to be satisfied with the suggestions of 
nther, tbat her emotion was only such as is comp 
mon to the sex upon any ^reat and unexpected event* 
He desisted from farther rniportunity, and command^ 
ed that her women should remove her to a private 
apartment of the palace, and that she should be at- 
tended by his physician NounssiQ. 
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TraiffuiUa per virtutem fatet vmea vit^f* JU V« 

But Di^Iy virtue shews tl)e 'paths of peace. 

NouRASslKf who bad ab?ady learned what had hqi- 
p^aed) £6upd bk despair relkred by thia oppoitnnuy 
of another iDtervieW' The loTer«9 however, wese 
Tectratned from condokoce and consultation, by the 
presence of the women, who could not be dismissed : 
but Nourassin put a small vi«l into the hand of Al- 
Inerine as he departed, »d told her, that it contained 
« cordial, which, if administered in time, would in- 
fallibly restore the chearfiilnesa ajpd vigour that she hiyl 
loit. These words were heard by the attendants, 
though they were understood only by Almerine ; she 
readuy comprehended, that the potion she had vr- 
ceived was poison, which woujd reliere her from 
lanonor and melancholy by removing the cause, if it 
<;ouid be given to the king before l^r marriage was 
completed. After No«ras«iin was ^one, she sat rumi- 
nating on the infelicity of her situation, and the dread- 
ful events of the morrow, till the night was far spent ; 
and then, exhausted with perturbation and watch- 
ing, she sunk down on the sofa, and fell into a deep 
sleep. 

The king, whose rest had been interrupted by the 
effects which the beauty of Almerine had produced 
upon his mind> rose at the dawn of day ; and seod- 
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ing for her priocipal atteodatnt wko had been orders 
ed to watch in her chambsr^ eagerly inquired what 
had been her beharioor^ and whether she had reco* 
vered from her nurprise. "He was acquainted^ thai 
she had lately fallen asleep ; and that a coidial had 
been left by Nourassin^ which he aifimsed would,* if 
ilot too long delayed, suddenly recover her fffvn lan-> 
l^r add dqection, and whibh, notwithstanding, she 
had neglteted to take. . Sohman derived new hopef 
frcMn thos intielligence ; and that she mi^t meet him 
at the hour of marriage, with the cb^rful TiTacity 
which the cordial of Nourasain would inspire, he 
ordered that it should, without asking her any qrues*' 
lion, be mil:ed with whabevtr she &8t drank in th^ 
moraii^ 

Ahnerine, in whose blood the bng-continued 
tumuk of her mind had produced a feverish heat^ 
awaked parched inth thirst, and called es^rly for 
sherbet : her attendant, having first emptied the 
vial into ^he bowl, as she had been commanded by 
the kmg, presented it to her, and she drank it oft. 
As soon as she had recollected the horrid business of 
the day, she missed the vial, aiid in a fe'v moments 
she karfied how it had been applied. The sudden 
tOTor which <iow seised her, hs»tened the effect oi 
the poispn : ind she fek already the fire kindled id 
her veins, by which ifa a few hours ^e would bo 
destroyed. Her disorder was now Apparent, though 
the eause Was not suspected : Nourassin was again 
introduced, and acquainted with the mistake ; an and* 
dote was imitiediakely prepared and administered $ 
and Aknerine waited the event in agonies of body 
aod BMndf which are not to be described. The in* 
temal commiition every instsiit increased ; sudden and 
intolend:^ heat and cold succeeded each odier ; and 
m l»s than a<i hour, she was conrered with a lepros^r ; 
her hair feU, hei head swelled^ «id etery feftture m 
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her ccmoteiiance was dittoited. NonnraOf who v^m 
doubtful of the event, had withdrawn to conceal hi» 
confusion ;. and AlnieriDey not knowing that these 
dreadftl mearances were the presa^ of recovery, 
and shewed that the fatal effects of^the poison were 
expelled horn the citadel of life, conceived her disso- 
lution to be near, and in the agony of remorse and 
terror earnestly recpiested to see the king, SolimaQ 
hastily entered her apartment, and beheld the ruins 
of her beauty with astonishment, which every moment 
increased, while she discovered the mischief whi^h 
had been intended against him, and which had now 
fallen tipon her own head. 

. Soliman, after he had recovered from his astonish* 
ment, retired to his own apartment ; and in this inter* 
val of recoUecdon he soon , discovered that the desire 
of beauty had seduced.him from the path of justice^ 
and that he ought to have dismissed the person whose 
affections he believed to have another object. He 
did not, therefore, take away. the life of Nourassin fbr^- 
a crime, to which he himself had fiimisbed the 
temptation ; but as some punishment was necessary 
as a sanction to the laws, he condemned him to per- 
petual banishment. He commanded that Almerine 
should be sent back to her father, that her life might 
be a memorial of his folly ; and he determined, if 
possible,' to atone by a second marriage for the errors 
of the first. He considered how he might infcMioe 
and illustrate some general precept ; wluch would 
contribute more to the felicity of his people, than his 
leaving them a. sovereign of his own blood; and at 
length he determined to publish this prodamatioQ, 
throughout all the provinces of his empire : « SoHman, 
whose judgment has been perverted, and whose life 
endangered, by the influence and the treachery of 
unrivalled beauty, is now resolved to place equal de- 
■fcrmity upQn his throve ; that, when thi^ event is i»* 
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Kwdedf ihe world may kpowy diat b^ Vice beauty 
became yei more odious than uffliness ; and ieam^ like 
JSofiraaliy to despise that excdlence, which, without 
wtue, is only a specious evil, the reproach of tbs 
possessory and the snare of others/ 

Shelim^y during these events, experienced a very 
differeiM Ibrtuae* She remained, tiU she was thirteen 
years of age, in the castle; and it hqmened thaty 
about this tune, the person to whose care she had been 
eMtiftHttedy afier a short sickness died. Shelimah 
kaagmed that she slept ; but perceiving that all at- 
lempcs to awaken her were inenectual, and her stock 
of previsions being exhausted, she found means to 
ji^pen the wickee> and wander alone into the wood* 
S^ satisfied her hunger with such berries and wild 
fruits as she foiund, and at night, not beine able to 
find her way back, she hiy down under a thicket and 
slept. Here she was awaked early in the morning by 
a peasant whose compassion haqppened to be proof 
$^m9t dskurmkfm The man asked her many ques« 
lions ; but her answers rather increasing than gratify- 
ing his curiosity, he set her before him on his beast* 
ttod carried her to his house in the next village, at 
the distance of about six leagues. In his famuy she 
was the jest of some, and the pity of others ; she waa 
employed is the meanest ofHces, and her figure pco- 
^mred her the name of Goblin. But amidst all the 
disadvantages of her situation, she enjoyed the utmost 
felicity of rood and rest j as she formed no wishes* 
•he ^suffered no disappointment } her body was health- 
fcl, and her mind at peace. 

In this station she had continued four years, when 
^ heralds appeared. in the village with the pro- 
clamation of Soliman. Shelimah ran out with others 
10 ^I2e at the parade ; she listened to the proclama- 
pation with ^at attention, and when it was ended* 
ib^ perceived that the eyes of the multitude were fixed 
IT 3 
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upon h«r. One of the horsemen at the same time 
alighted* and with fi[reat ceremony entreated her to 
enter a chariot which was in the retinue* telling her, 
that she was widiqut doubt the person whom Nature 
and Soliman had destined to be their queen. Shell* 
mah replied with a spniile* that she had no desire to be 
great ; * but,* said she, « if your proclamation be 
true, I should rejoice to be the instrument of such ad« 
monition to mankind ; and, upon this condition, t 
wish that I were indeed the most deformed of my 
species/ The moment this wish was uttered, the 
spell of Farimina produced the contrary effect ; her 
skin, which was scaly and yellow, became smooth and 
white, her stature was perceived gradually to increase, 
her neck rose like a pillar of ivory, her bosom ex- 
panded, and her wabt became less ; her teiir, which 
before was thin and of a dirty red, was now black as 
the feathers of the raven, and flowed in ham ringlets 
on her shoulders ; the most exquisite sensibility now 
sparkled in her eyes, her cheeks were^ tinged with 
the Hushes of the morning, and her Ups moistened 
with the dew ; every limb was perfect, and every 
motion was graceful. A white robe was throwil 
over her by an invisible hand ; the crowd fell back iri 
astonishment, and gasced with insatiable cariosity 
upon such beauty as before they had never seen,- 
Shelimah was not less tistonished than the crowd r 
she stood awhile with her eyes fixed upon the 
ground ; and finding her confusion increase, would 
have retired in silence ; but she was prevented l^ the 
heralds, who having with much importunity prevailed 
upon her to enter the chariot, returned with her to 
the metropolis, presented her to Soliman, and related 
die prodigy. 

Soliman looked round upon the assemblyy itt 
^out»t whether to prosecute or relinquish his purpose ; 
Wheti ^bbanm, a hoary sage, who had presiaed io A# 
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council ofliis father, came forward, and placmghia 
forehead on the footstool of the throne $ * Let the 
King/ said he, < accept the reward of yirtae, an4 
take Shelimah to hit bed. In what age, and in what 
nation, shall not the beauty of Shelimah be honoured I ^ 
to whom will it be transmitted alone ? Will not the 
story of the wife of Soliman descend with her name I 
will it not be known, that thy desire of beauty was 
not gratified, tillit had been subdued? that by an int- 
^tbtts purpose beauty became hidoous* and by a 
virtuofis wish deformity became £iir ?' 

Soliman, who had fixed his eyes upon Shdimah, 
discovered a mixture of joy and confusion in her , 
countenance, which determined his choice, and was an 
earnest of his felici^ ; for at that moment. Love, who, 
during her state of deformity, had been excluded by 
the wry Elfarina's ipterdi(;^n, too]^ possession of hei* 
))rea9t. 

The nuptial ceremony was not )ong delayed, and 
Elfarioa honoured it witti lier presence. When she 
departed, she bestowed on both her benediction ; 
and put into the hand of Shelimah a scroll of 
vellum, <ni wluch ^as thi^ inscription in letter^ of 
gold : 

* Remember, Shelimah, the fate of Almerine, 
who still lives the reproach of parental folly, of de-^ 
graded beauty, and perverted sense. ILemember 
Almerine ; and let her example and thy own ex- 
perience t^ach thee, that wit and beautv, learning, 
affluence, and honour, are not essential to human 
felicity ; with these she was wretched, and without 
them thou wast happy. The advantages which I 
have hitherto besto^^d, must now be obtained by 
an effort of thy own : that which gives reHsh to the 
coarsest food, is Temperance ; the apparel and the 
dwelling of a peasant and a prince, are equal in the 
estimatSn of liumility; and the torment of inefFec- 
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tual desii^ iBprevented, by the rengnatioii of Pnty 
to the innll of ncsfta ; adhrantages which ale in the 
paw&r aioverj vrntch, who repines at the itneqiud 
lyatnbation of good sand evil^ and unputes to Nature 
^&e effects of his own folly.' 

The Kingy to \i^Mnii l^elinuth conummicated 
these precepts of the Faiiyy cavaed them to be trans-* 
cribed, and with an account of the events which 
had produeai them, distiibated over all his domi- 
■ions. FnqtatB which were thus enforced, had an 
immediate and extensive iaflatnoe ; and the happinese 
of Selinian and of Shefimah was thus communicated 
to the multitudes whom they governed. 
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ITIOS. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1753. 



Nwsm eomicam Menindnis, mquaUtfue ejus atatis magU piam 
•peris^ FbilemM ae Diphiliu^ ^ inveiure intra fauchtimv annvs^ 
mifme imiiandam rel'tfuert. V£LL. PATERCUU 

Menander, together with Philemon and Diphilus, who must b« 
named with him rather as his contemporaries than his equals, 
invented within the compass of a few years a ngw ](fnd of comedy , 
and left it beyond the reach of imitation. 



8IR9 

M0RALITY9 taste, and literature, scarcely ever suffer- 
ed more irreparably, than by the loss of the comedies 
of Menander ; some of whose fragments, agreeable 
to my promise, I am now going to lay before you, 
which I should imagine would be as hig^hly pnzed- 
by the curious, as was the Coan Venus wmch Apelki 
Idft imperfect and unfinished* 

Menaader was celebrated for the sweetness, bre- 
vity, and sententiousness of his style. < He was 
fond of Euripides,' says Quintilian, * and nearly 
imitated the manner of this tragic writer, though 
in a different kind of work. He is a complete pat- 
tern of oiatorial exc^ence ; ita omnem Titse ima- 
ginera expressit, tanta in eo inyeniendi copia, 5i 
eloquendi tacultas ; ita est onmibus rebus, personist 
«gecti^U9t apcommodatus ; so v^ous and so just^ 
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are all his pictores of life ; so copious is his inven« 
tiooy so masterly his elocution ; so wonderfully is 
he adapted to all kinds of subjects, persons, and 
passions.' This panegyric reflects equal honour on 
th^ critic^ ^d .on the. comedtan. QuintiJian has 
here painted Menander witli as lively and expres- 
sive strokes, as Menander had characterised the 
Athenians. 

Boile^, in his celebrated eighth satire, has not 
represented the misery and folly of man, so forcibly 
or humourously as Menander. 

^A^tmtra ret {f»* grrt futxttfutn^. 

In «9«y t^dtf i^ff n *^atr» rovrnt^ 
OvTH »aiUiaipMf tfrn tptdXtyWfamu 
T^UTtt »m*9» h* aur^f uj^if yiynrMf , 
A 2t poftt ti^*t*tf ttvrtt T»»T t;^M. 
'EfAttf tt X^V* "^"^ xnayxtuMv »«««»» 

Ainrwfitff tt¥ wrtt^ti rtf »» c/ini »«»«;, 

<^«^M>^i/* at yXtUfl atftut^ayn ^UMtfur^ 
''A'ynmt, 2«|»/, fi>.»rifum, »«/»•«> 

< AU aninak are more hiqypy, and have more nrn* 
derststtdiiig thaa man. Look, for instance^ en yoiw 
4er ass ^ sul aUow him to be miserable : his evilsy 
however, are not brought on him bv himself and 
hit own findt: he leels only those which nature has 
ioflicted. We, on the contrary, besides oar neoes^ 
8^7 Uls, draw upon ourselves a multitude of others. 
We are metmcholy, if any penon happen to sneeze ; 
we are awy^ i^ a^ speak reproachfully of us ; one 
man is afm^fated with an unlucky dr^m, another 
at the « hooting of an owL Our contentiona^ oar 
amietiea^ onr opimons, our ambition, our laws, are 
fU evilsi whicli we our sfhrea. have superadded tm 
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nature/ C^Bparbon$ betwixt the oondititma of the 
brutal aad human species, have been frequently drawn ; 
but this of Menander» as it prohaUy was the first, to 
it is the best I have ever seen. 

If thii jiasaage is admirable for the vivacity and 
ae«erity of its satire, the following ceit«inLy deaenpqs 
deeper attention for weight of sentiaieiitt and auUi- 
mi^ md purity of moral* 

JEinavy «0^(i« rn Bim xmfii^mmmtt 
All yatQ TOP avl^u ;^fr,trifcop ^ri^uxtfat^ 
fLkimrofra, mm r^arrtvm ;^^^«r«v ;^«^if* 

< He tbitofiers la sacriiioe, O Funphilus, a multitude 
of bidis aad of goats, c^ golden vestments, of purple 
garments, or figures of iiv<My, or pndous gems; 
and k^agines by this to conciliate the farour of God, 
is grassly mistaken, and has no solid undiKstanding. 
For he iJiat would sacrifice with success, ought to be 
chaste and charitable, no corrupter of virgins, no 
adulterer, no robber or murderer for the sake of lucre. 
Covet not, O Pamphilus, even the thread of anodier 
man's needle ; for God, who is near thee, perpetually 
beholds thy actions.* 

Temperance, and justice, and purity, are here in- 
culcated in the strongest manner, and upon the 
most powar^ motive, the OmniscietKe of the 
Deity ; at the same time superstition and die ido- 
latry of the heathen are artfully ridiculed. I know 
4fQl ^giosig the ancients any passage t^a^ ooatain^ 
7 
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such exalted and spiritoalized thoughts of reKgioo. 
Yet if these refined sentiments were to be inserted 
in A modem comedy, I fear they woold be rejected 
-with disdain and disapprobation. The Atheniaite 
could endure to hear God aiid Virtue meDtM>ned 
iA the theatre; While ail English and a Christian 
audience cad laugh at adultery as a jest, think ob^ 
scenity wit* and debauchery amiable. The muN 
derer, if a duellist, is a man of honour, the gamester 
understands the art of living, the knave has pene- 
tration and knoW^ ihankind, the spbhdthrift is a fel- 
low of fine spirit, the rake has Only robbed a fresh 
country girl of her innocence and honour ; the jitt 
and the coouet hare a great deal of yiviu:ity and 
fire ; but a nuthful husband is a dupe and a cuckold^ 
and a plain country gentleman a novice and a fix)l. 
The wretch that dared to ridicule Socrates abounds 
not in so much false satire, ribaldry, obscenity, and 
blasphemy, as our witty and wicked triumvirate, Wy- 
cherley, Congreve, ana Vanbrugh. 

Menander has another very remarkable reflectio]), 
worthy even that divine religion, which the last-meiK 
doned writers so impotently endeavoured to deride* 
It relates to the forgiveness of enemies^ a precept 
not totally unknown to the ancient sages, as hath 
rashly been affirmed ; though never inculcated with 
such fivquency, fervor and cogettcy, and on motives 
so weighty and efficacious, as by the founder of the 
Christian System. 

« He, O Gor^, is the most virtuous mto^ ivlio 
best knows among mortals how to bear injuri^es with 
patience.' 
it may oot be improper to alleviate the fcrieoi^ 
6 
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•4M8 of these tuovil reflections, fav the wAdaftkih of a 
jNMsage of a more light and sprightly tura< 

'O ^f *t.9$x»^^ *oyt 6t«vf iivtu ktytit 
Zytf Y tntiXmlUv x^'f^'^t ***^ Bu¥t 

£tf^«i Ti f^vXth ir»*r» ffu »yttnnrtu 

< EpicharmuSy indeed, calls the winds, the water, the 
earth, the sun, the fire, and the stars, Gods. But 
I am of opinion that gold and silver are our only 
powerful and propitious deities. For when once 
you have introduced these into your house, wish 
for what you will, you shall quiddy obtain it ; an 
estate, a habitation, servants, plate, £iends, ju<^s, 
witnesses.' 

From these short specimens, we may in some 
measure be enabled to judge of Menander's way of 
thinking and of writing ; remembering always how 
much his elegance is injured fay a plain prosaic 
translation, and by considerinflr tne passages singly 
^d separately, without knowing the characters of 
the personages that spoke them, and the aptness and 
propriety with which they were introduced* 

The delicacy and decorum observed constandy 
by Menander, rendered him the darling writer of 
the Athenians, at a time when the Athenians were 
anived at the height of prosperity and politeness, 
and could no longer relish the coarse rdlleries, the 
brutal mirth, and illiberal wit, of an indecent Aris- 
tophanes. < Menander,' says Plutarch, * abounds 
in a precious Atdc salt, which seems to have been 
taken from the same sea, whence Venus herself 
arose. But the salt of Aristophanes is bitter, disgust? 
ing, and corrosive.' 

VOL* XXV, t 
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TliBi« are two circumstancet t)iat may justly 
give us a meaa opiDion of the tute of the Romans 
for comic entertainments : that in the Augustan 
age itself, notwithstaxuiing the censure o£ Horace^ 
they preferred the low buiibonery and drollery of 
Plautus to the delicacy and civility of Terence, the 
faithful copier of Menander : and that Terence, to 
gratify an audience unacquainted with the real ex- 
cellencies of die drama, fouad himself obliged to 
violate the simplicity of Menander's plots, and work 
up two stories into one in each of his comedies, ex- 
cept the excellent and exact Hecyra. But this du- 
plicity of hble abounding in various turns of for- 
tune, necessarily draws off the attention fi*om what 
ought to be its chief object in a legitimate comedy, 
Character aad Humour. 

Z I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

Paljeophilus. 



I 
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Qua morHure imis f — VJRO; 

Why wik ihou niflh to Death N- I»IYD£N. 

I BATE before remarked, that human wk has never 
been able to render courage contemptible by ridi- 
cule : though courage, as it is sometimes a proof of 
exalted virtue, is also frequently an indication of 
enormous vice j for if he who elFects ^ good pur- 
pose at the risk of life, is allowed to have the 
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stroogest yrop^tkf to good> k must W grakited» 
that he who at the risk of hfe elects ao evil pur« 
pose, has aa e^ual propensity to eviL But as ri« 
dknile has not distinguished coura&;e into virtue ^nd 
vice> neither has it yet distiaguished insensibility fnm 
courage. 

Eveiy passion becomes weak in proportioa as it 
is familiar with its object. Evil raiut be considered 
as the object of fear ; but the passion is excited only 
when the evil becomes probable* er ia other wonls^ 
when we are in danger. As the same evil may be* 
come probable many ways, there are several species 
of danger ; that danger to which men are continually 
exposed, soon becomes familiar, and fear is no longer 
excited. This, however, must not be considered a» 
^n example of coiuage ; (or equal danger, of an^r 
other kind, will still produce the same degree ot fear 
in the same mind. 

Mechanical causes, therefore, may produce jn* 
sensibility of danger ; but it is absurd to suj^os^ 
they can produce courage, for courage is an effort 
of the mind by which a sense of danger is surmouae« 
•d ; and it cannot be said, without the utmost perver«* 
sion of language, that a man is courageoos» merely 
because he discovers no fear when he is sensible oi 
ttodao^. 

It is indeed true, that insensibility and courage 
produce the same effect ; and when we see anotl^r 
unconcerned and chearBil in a situation wfaicb 
would n)ake us tremble, it is not strange that we 
should imnute his tranquillity to the strength of his 
mind, and honour his want of fear with the name 
of courage* And yet when a mason whistles at hk 
work on a plank of a foot broad and aa inch tbicky 
which is suspended by a rafter and a oord over a 
precipice, fi-om which if he should fall he would i»> 
fvitably perish^ he is only reconciled by habit to * 
1 2 
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situation^ in which more danger is generally appre* 
hended than exists; he has acquired no 'strength 
of mindy by which a sense of danger is surmount* 
ed; nor has he with respect to courage any ad» 
vantage over him who, though he. would tremble on 
the scaffold, would yet stand under it without a^ 
prehension ; for the danerer in both situations it 
nearly equal, and depends upon the same. inci« 
dents. 

But the same insensibility is often substituted for 
courage by habit, even when the danger is real, and 
in those minds which every other occasion would 
shew to be destitute of fortitude. The inhabitants 
of Sicily live without terror upon the declivity of 
a volcano, which the stranger ascends with an in- 
terrupted pace, looking round at every step, doubtii 
ing whether to go forward or retire, and dreading 
the caprice of the flames which he hears roar b©-^ 
Death him^ and sees issue at the summit : but let a 
woman, who is thus become Insensible to the ter- 
isors of an earthquake, be carried to the mouth of 
the mines in Sweden, she will look down into the 
abyss with terror, she will shudder at the thought 
p£ descending it| and tieitible lest the brink shcnild 
give way. 

Against insensibiKty of real danger we should' 
not be less watchful than against unreasonable fear. 
Fear, when it is justly proportioned to its object* 
and not too strong to be governed by reason, is not 
only blameless but honourable; it is essential to 
the perfection of human nature, and the mind would 
be as defective without it as the body without a 
limb. Man is a being exposed to perpetual evil| 
^ery moment liable to destruction by mnumerable 
accidents, which yet, if he foresees, be cannot fre* 
quehtly prevent: fear, therefore, was implanted in 
^ breair^ ffic his preservation; to Wfim him wbm 



Digitized by Google 



danger scpjfifmdtstf ud to prerefkk hit being pree»> 

S' ited upon it ekher by wantonness or inattentioii. 
t those eriis which, without fear, we should not 
hofe foreseen, when fear becomes excesstre we are 
vnable to shun ; for cowardice and presumption are 
equally fatal, and are frequently found in iJie same 
■sad* 

A peaaaot in the north pf England had two sons, 
Thcmias and John. Tom was taken to sea when 
he was rery young, by the master of a small vessel 
who tired at Hull ; and Jack continued to work 
with his father till he was near thirty. Tom^ who 
was now become master of a smack himself, took 
^ brother on board for London, and promised t* 
procure him some employment among Uie shipping 
on the waterside. After they had been some lu>ur8 
^mder sail, the wind became contrary, and Uew 
▼ery fresh; the wares began immediately to swelly 
dashing with riblence against the prow» whitened 
into foam* The vessel, which now pHed to win^ 
ward, lay so much cm one side, that the edge wSt 
frequently under water; and Jack, who expected 
it to overset every moment, watf seized with terror 
which he cotdd not conceaL He earnestly recpiest- 
'fd of Tom that the sails might be taken in ; and 
lamented the foUy that had exposed him to the 
violence of a tempest, from which he could not 
without a miracle escape. Tom, wkh a sovereign 
contempt of his pusillanimity, derided hi» distress ; 
and Jack, on .the contrary, admired the bravery of 
Tom and his crew, from whose counteaances and 
behaviour he at length derived some hope | he be- 
lieved he had deserved the reproach which he sof^ 
lered, and despised himself for the fear which he 
could not shake off. In the m^an time the gale ta* 
creased, and in ksJB than an hour it blew a stovm. 
Ja^k, who watched eyery couatenasce with tlK ut- 
i3 
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most attention and solicitude^ thought &at hi« fears 
were now justified bv the looks 6£ the sailors; he, 
therefore, renewed his complaint, and perceivin^^ 
his brother still unconcerned, again ifitreated him 
to take every possible precaution, and not increase 
their dagger by presumption. In answer to these 
remonstrances he received such consolation as one 
lord of the creation frequently administers to an. 
other in the depth of (tistress; « Pshaw, djumne, 
you fool,* says Tom, * don't be dead-hearted ; the 
more s^ we carry, the sooner we shall be out of 
the weather.' Jack's fear had, indeed, been alarm- 
ed before he was in danger: but Tom was insen- 
sible of the danger when it arrived : iie, therdbre^ 
continued his course, exulting in the superiority 
of his courage, and anticipating the trium{^ of his 
vaiiity when they should come on shore. But ther 
sails being still spread, a sudden gust bore away the 
mast, which in its fall so much injured the helm, 
that it became impossible to steer, and in a very 
«)iort time afterwautls the vessel struck. The first 
moment in which Tbm became sensible of danger^, 
he was seen to be totally destitute of courage. 
When the vessel struck. Jack, who had been or£r« 
ed under hatches, came up, and foimd the hero» 
whom he had so lately regarded with humility and 
admiration, sitting on the quarter-deck wringing 
his hands, and uttering incoherent and clamorous 
exclamations. Jack now appeared more calm than 
before, and asked, if any thin^ could yet be done 
to save their lives. Tom ^lied, in a fi-andc tone, 
that they might possibly float to land on some parts 
of die wreck ; and catching up an axe, instead of 
attempting to disengage the mast, he began to stave 
the boat. Jack, wl^se reason was sml predomi- 
nant, though he had been afraid to6 soon, saw that 
Tofn in his frenzy was about to cut off their bsi 
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hope ; he» therefore, caught hold of his arniy took 
away the axe by force, assisted the sailors in get- 
ting the boat into the water, persuaded his brother 
to quit the vessel, and in about four hours they got 
safe on shore. 

If the vessel had weathered the storm, Tom 
would have been deemed a hero, and Jack a 
coward : but I hope that none, whom I hate led 
intO' this train of thought, will, for the future, re- 
gard insensilnlity of ^ger as an indication, ef- 
courage : or impute cowardice to those whos^ fear 
is not inadequate to its object, or tpo violent to 
answer its purpose. 

There is one evil, of which muldtudes are in per* 
jpetual danger: an evil, to which every other is a». 
the drop of the bucket, and the dust of'^^the balance ;* 
ahd yet of this danger the greater part appear to be 
totally insensible. 

Every man who wastes in negligence the day of 
salvation^ stands on the brink not only of the gi^ive 
but of helL That the danger of all is imminent* 
appears by the terms that Infinite Wisdom has 
cnosen to express the conduct by which alone it 
can be escape<l ; it is called^ * a race^ a watch* a 
work to be wrought with fear and trembhng, a • 
strife unto blood, and a combat with whatever cao 
seduce or terrify, with the pleasures of sense and 
the power of angels*' The moment in which we 
shall be spatched frqn tho brink' of this gulph, or 
plunged to the bottom, no power can either avert, 
or retard ; it approaches silent, indeed, as the fiiriit 
of time, but r^id and irresistible as the course of a • 
comet. That dre^^iful evil, which, with equal ftkrce -r 
and propriety, is catted the Second Death, should • 
not,, surely, be disregarded, merely because it has 
been lone impending : and as there is jso equivalent 
for which a oum cao rea^ooabfy determine to su^x^/ 
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ity it cannot be considered as the object ti eourage^t 
How it may be borne, should not be the inquiry^ 
but how it may be shunned. And if in this daringi 
age it is impossible to. prepare for eternity^ with^ 
out giving up the character of a hero, bo reason, 
able being, surely, will be deterred by this consi- 
demtion from the attempt ; for who but an in£utt» 
or an idiot, would give up his patefmal inherttanoe 
for a feather, or renounce the acclamations of a 
triumph ^r the tinkling of a rattle ? 



IT 107. TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 175S- 



And of their vain disputings iind no end. . FRANCIS* 

It has been sometimes asked by those, who find 
the appearance of wisdom more easily attained b^ 
questions than soktions, how it comes to pass, that 
the world is divided by such difference of opinion ; 
and why men, equally reasonable, and equally 
lovers of truth, do not always think in the same 
manner ? 

With regard to simple propositions, ?vhe9« the 
terms are umleriiood, and • the whoie sulxect ii 
con^rehended at once, there is such an unifomMy 
of sentiment among all hums^ beings, that, for 
many a^eSy a Tery imm^^ns see of notions were 
supposed to be innate, or necessarily co-existent 
with the faculty of* reason ; it being imagined, thift 



Digitized by Google 



k"* 107. A»yiirTuitiiu 9$ ' 

uoiverBal i^reement could proceed only from the iaJ 
variaUe dictates of the universal parent. 

In questions diffiise and comjK^undedy this sinu* 
larity of determination is no longer to be expect- 
ed. At our first sally into the intellectual world, 
we all march together along one straight and open 
road; but as we proceed iurther, and wider pro- 
spects open to our view, ev&j eye fixes upon a 
di£^nt scene; we divide into Tarious paths, and, 
as we move forward, are still at a mater distance 
from each other. As a question becomes more 
complicated and involved, and extends to a greater 
number of relations, disagreement of (pinion will 
always be multiplied ; not because we are irra- ' 
tional, but because we are finite beings, furnidied 
with difierent kinds i>£ knowledge, exertmg dioerent 
degrees of attention, one discovering consequences ■ 
w£ch escape anothuer, none taking in the whole 
concatenation of causes and eflkcts, and most com* 
prdiendinr but a very small part, each comparins^ 
what he wserves with a different criterion, ana each 
nferrittg it to a different purpose. 

Where, then, is the wonder, that they who see 
only a small par^ should judge erroneously of 
the whole i or that they, who see different and 
<tissiihilar parts, should judge differently from each^ 
ocher^ 

Whatever has various respects, must have va-* 
nous appearances of good and evil, beauty or do- 
formity | thus, the gardener tears up as a weed, 
the plant which the phjfsician gathers as a medi- 
cine ; and * a general,' siiys Sir Kenelm Digby, < will • 
look with pleasure over a plain, as a fit place on 
which the fiite of empires might be decided in 
battle, which the farmer will de^se as bleak and 
barren, neither fruitihl.of pasturage, nor fi( ^: 
tilbge.' . . . i 
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Two Aea ekamtnini^ the same quettiffii ^'ooeed 
commonly like the physician and gardener in selecting 
herbsf or the farmer and hero looking on the platii ; 
they bring minds impressed with difFerent notions^ 
and direct their inquiries to different ends ; they forin^ 
therefore, contrary conclasions, and each wonders afc 
the other's absurdity. 

We have less reason to be surprised or ofiended 
when we find others difier from us in opinion* be- 
cause We very often differ from ourselves^ Hew 
often we aker our minds, we do not always re* 
mark; because the change is soiaetimes made im* 
perceptibly and gradually, and the last contktioa 
e&oes ati memory of the former: yet every muOf 
accustomed from time to time to take a survey of 
hb own notions, will by a slizht retrospection be 
able to ctiseoiver, that Iub mind has snfiered roan^ 
rcvolutioas ; that the same things have in the se^* 
vend parts df his life been condeained and ap- 
proved, pursued and skuomed: and thsc on mmf 
occasions, even when his practice has been stieady^ 
his mind has been wavering, and he has persisted in 
a scheme of action, rather because he feared the 
censure of inoonstancjf, than because he was alwayt 
pleased with his own choice. 

Of the di^rent ^es shewn by the same oMect# 
as they are viewed on opposite sides, and of ths 
diftrent inclinations which they nviat constantly 
raise id him that contemplates them» a more strilb* 
in^ example cannot easily be ^Mind than two Greek 
epigrammatists will afford us in their accounts of 
human life, which I shall lay before the reader in 
English prose. 

Posidippns, a comic poet, utters tkis complaiBtf 
< Through which of the paths of life is it digibie ta 
pass ? In public assendblies are debates and trouble- 
some affairs: domestic privacies are haunted ijntb 
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^xiedeg ; in tlie <K}iH»trv is labour; on ^'«eft is 
terror : in a foreign laiKl» he that ha« money tsmt 
live in fear» he that waats it muat pi«e in distress : 
are you married ? you are troubkd with suspicioBa ; 
«re you aingie? you kniruish in solitude $ children 
occasion toUy and a ^shiMless life is a state of detti- 
tutton ; the time of youth is a time of icdlyy smA 
grey ludrs are loaded with infirmity. This choice 
only, therefore, can be madet either never to reoeke 
being or immediately to lose it.' 

Such and so gloomy is the psospect, which Post* 
4ipf>us has laid before vs. But we are not to ac- 
quiesce too hastily in his determination agsdnst the 
value of exisleace: &r Metrodorus, a philosopher 
«f Athens, has shewn, that life has pleasures as 
well as pains; and havin? eidiibited the presett 
ata^ of man in brighter colours, draws, with equal 
Aj^arance of reason, a contrary conclusion. 

< You may pass well through any of the paths of 
life. In public assemblies are honours and tranca^- 
lions of wisdom ; in domestic privacy, is stillness 
and quiet : in the country are the beauties of nature ; 
on the sea is the hope of gain ; in a foreign land» 
he that is rich is honoured, he tliat is poor may keep 
his poverty secret : are you married ? you have a 
cheerful house ; are yoa single ? you are unincum- 
bered ; children are objects of affection, to be with- 
out diildren is to be without care; the time of 
youth is the time of vigour, and grey hairs are made 
venerable by piety. It will, therefore, never be ,a 
wise man's choice, either not to obtain existence, 
or' to lose it ; for every state of life has iu feli- 
city.' 

Id these efigr^mt are iacluded most of the ques- 
d(Hi8 which have engaged the speculations of the 
inquirers aft^ liappiness ; and though they will not 
much assist our determinations, they may, perhaps, 
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emaStf promoie oar quiet, bf shewing tkat oo ab* 
•cwite determination ever can be formed. 

Whether a public station, or private life be de- 
airable, has always been debated. We see hete 
both the aUurements and discouragements of civil 
en^l<^nnents : on one side there is trouble, on the 
other honour ; the management of afiairs is vexa- 
tions and difficult, but it is the only duty in yuAoich 
wisdom can b^ conspicuously displayed: it must 
then still be left to every man to choose either 
ease or glory; nor can any seneral precept be 
given, since no man can be happy by the prescrq^a 
Jk another. 

Thus, what is said of children by PosidimmSt 
< that they are occasions of fatigue,' and by Me- 
trodorus, * that they are objects of affection,' is 
equally certain | but whether they will give most 
pain or pleasure, must depend on their future con- 
duct ancl dispositions, on many causes over which 
the parent can have little influence : there is, there- 
■ fore, room for all the caprices of imagmation, and 
• desire must be proportioned to the hope or fear 
' diat shall happen to predominate. 
^ Such is the uncertainty in which we are always 
likely to remain with regard to questions, wherein 
we have most interest, and which every day afibrds 
us fresh opportunity to examine ; we may examine, 
indeed, but we never can decide, because our h^ 
culties are unequal to the subject: we see a little, 
and form an opinion ; we see more, and change it. 

This inconstancy and unsteadiness, to which we 
must so often flna ourselves liable, ought certainly 
to teach us moderation and forbearance towjuxis 
those who cannot accommodate themselves to our 
sentiments: if they are deceived, we have no right 
to attribute their mistake to obstinacy or negli- 
gence^ because we likewise have b^a mistaken ; 
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"we may* perhm» again change our own opinion ; and 
what excuse shall we be able to find for aversion and 
malignity conceived against him, whom we shall then 
find to have commitl^ no faulty and who offended 
us only by refiising to follow us into error ? 

It may likewise contribute to soften that resent- 
ment which pride naturally raises against opposition, 
if we consider, that he who difiers from us, does 
not alwavs contradict us ; he has One view of Im ob- 
ject, ana we have another; each describes what he 
sees with equal fidelity, and each re£;ulates his steps 

; by his own eyes : one man, with Posidippus, looks on 
celibacy as a state of gloomy solitude, without a part- 
ner in joy or a comforter in sorrow $ the other consi- 
ders it, with Metrodorus, as a state free from incum- 
brances, in which a man is at liberty to choose his own 
l^tifications, to remove from place to place in quest 
of pleasure, and to tlwik of nothing but meiriment 
and diversion : full oi these notions one hastens to 
choose a wife, and the other laughs at his rashness, or 
pities his ignorance ; yet it is possible that each is 
right, but Sat each is right only for himself. 

Life is not the objject of science: we see a little, 
'Very little ; and what is beyond we only can conjec- 

r ture. If we inquiie of those who have gone bemre 
OS, we receive small satisfiiction ; some have travelled 
life without observation, and some willingly mislead 
us. The only thought, therefore, on which we can 
tepoBe widixomfortj is that which presenu to us the 
care of Providence, whose eve takes in the whole of 

' thii^, and under whose curecuon aU invohintary 
errors will terminate in hiqtpiness* 
T 
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JUMhf nm simml cceidit kr^vit lux^ 

iffix tttper^HMo wM dormumh* CATUIXUS. 

When once the short-lived mortal dief , 

A «jght eternal seals his eyes. ADDISON* 

It may have been observed by every reader, that 
dbere are certain topics which never are exfawsted. 
Of some ima^s and sentiments the mind of mgn 
may be said to be enamoured ; it meets them, how- 
ever often they occm', with the same ardour which a 
lover feels at the aight of his mistress, and parts from 
them with the aune legvet when they can no iong^ 
be enjoyed. 

Ox this kind are many desertions which the 
poets have transcribed from each other, and their 
•uccessors will probably copy to the end of time ; 
which will conttoue to engage, or, as the French 
term it, to flatter the imagination, as long as human 
nature shall reoaain the same. 

When a poet mentions the S{mg9 we know that 
the zephyrs aoe about to whisper, that the groves 
are to recover their verdure, the linnets to warbie 
forth their notes of love, and the £odLs and herds 
to frisk over vales painted with flowers : yet, who 
is there so insensible of the beauties of nature, so 
litde delighted with the renovation of the world, as 
not to feel his heart bound at the mention of the 
•pring ? 
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Whefl Bight Overshadows a ronnntk scene, all 
is stillness, filence, and quiet; the poets of the 
gtov€ cease their melody^ the moon towiers over the 
y/oAd tn gefitie majesty, men forget their labours and 
their eares, and every passion and pursuit is &>r ai 
wh^ suspended. AU this we know already, yet we 
hear it repeated without weariness ; because such is 
generally the life of man, diat he is pleased to think 
on the time when be shall pause £-0111 a sense of his 
condition. 

When a poedeal grove invitee us to its covert, we 
know that we shall find what we have atready 8een» 
a Mmpid brook mtrmunng over pebbles, a bank 
diversified with flowers, a green arch that excludes the 
siin^ and a natural grot shaded with myrtles ; yet 
who esfti forbear to enter the pleasing gloom, to enjoy 
coolness and privacy, and gratify himself once more 
by Scenes with which nature has formed him to be 
delighted? 

Many moral sentiments Hkewise are so adapted 
to our state, that they find approbation whenever diey* 
solicit it^ and are seldom read without exciting a 
gentle emotion in the mind : such is the companson 
of the Hfe of man with the dnntioo of a flower, a 
thought which, perhaps, every nation has heard war- 
bled in its own language, from the Inspired Poets of 
the Hebrews to our own times : yet this comparison 
must always please, because every heart feels its just* 
ness, and every hour confirms it by example. 

Siich, likewise, is the precept that directs us to use 
the present hour, and refer nothing to a distant tjmty 
which we are uncertain whether we shsdl reach : 
this every moralist may venture to inculcate, because 
it will always be approved, and because it is always 
foiigotten. 

This rule, is, bdeed^ every day enforced, by argu« 
lAenta mont powerful than the dsascrtatioas of 
K 2 ' « 
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morafitts: we tee men pleasing tliemsdret with 
future happtnessy fixing a certain hoar for the com- ^ 
pletion of their wishes, and perishing some at a 
greater and some at a less distance firom the k^py 
time; all comjdainmg of their disappointments, and 
lamenting that they had suffered the years which 
Heaven allowed diem, to pass without imjMrove- 
ment, and deferred the princ^ purpose of their 
lives to the time when hfe itself was to forsdce 
them. 

It is not only uncertain, whether, through all 
nd 



the casualties and dangers which beset the hfe of 
man, we shall be able to reach the time appointed : 
for happiness or wisdom ; but it is Hkely, that what* ^ 
ever now hindnrs us from doing that which our 
reason and consdcnoe dedared necessary to be 
done, will equally obstruct us in times to come. It 
is easy for the imagination, operating on thinf^s not 
yet existing, to please itself with scenes of unmmgled , 
feUdty, or pkn out courses of unifbrm virtue : but 
good and ml are in real life inseparably united; 
habits grow stron^r by indulgence; and reason < 
loses her dignity, m proportion as she has oftener 
yielded to temptation : * he that cannot live well to^ . 
day,' says Maitial, * will be less qualified to live well 
to-morrow.' 

Of the uncertainty of every human good, every 
human being seems to be convinced; yet this un-. 
certainty is voluntarily increased by unnecessary, 
deky, whether we respect external causes, or con- 
sider the nature of our own minds. He that now . 
feels a desire to do right, and wishes to regulate 
hts life according to £s reason, is not sure that, 
at anv future time assignable, he shall be able to 
rekinole the same ardour ; he that has now sm op« 
portunitv ofiered him of breaking loose feom vice 
wd folly, ^aopot koow, but thst he shall lier^ec . 
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be more entangled, md straggle for freedom without 
obtaining it. 

We are so unwilling to believe any thing to our 
own disadvantage^ that we will always imagine the 
perspicacity of our judgment and the strength of our 
reaoiation more likely to increase than to grow less 
by time; and» therefore, conclude, that the will to 
pursue laudable purposes will be always seconded by 
the power. 

But however we may be deceived in calculating 
the strength of our faculties, we cannot doubt the 
uncertainty of that life in which they must be em^ 
ployed : we see every day the unexpected death of our 
friends and our enemies, we see new graves hourly 
opened for men older and younger than ourselves, 
for the cautious and the careless, Sue dissolute and the 
temperate^ for men who like us were providing to 
enjoy or improve hours now irreversibly cut off ; we 
see all this, and yet, instead of living, let year glide 
after year in preparations to live. 

Men are so frequently cut off in the midst of their 
projections, that sudden death causes httle emottoh 
m them that behold it, unless it be impressed upon 
the attention by uncommon circumstances. I, like 
every other man, have oudived multitudes, have seen 
ambition sink in its mumphs, and beauty perish in its 
bloom ; but have been seldom so much affected as by^ 
the Bite of Euryalus, whom I lately lost as I began 
to love him. 

Euryalus had for some time flourished in a lucra- 
tive profession ; but having suffered his imagination 
to be fired by an unextinguishable ciuriostty, he 
grew weary of^the same dull round of lite, resolved 
to harass himself no longer with the drudgery of 

ring money, but to qmt his business and ms pro- 
sed enjoy for a few }rears the pleasures of ttia- 
TeL His friends heard him proclaim his resolutibii 
K 3 

Digitized by Google 



102' ADVENTimElL ifl 10ft; 

without suspecting that he intended to pursue it i 
but he was copstant to his purpose, and with great 
expedition dosed liis accounts and sold his move- 
abieS) passed a &w days in bidding farewel to his 
companions, and with all the eagerness of romantic 
chivalry crossed the sea in search of happiness. 
Whatever place was renowned in ancient or modenv 
history, whatever region ar^or natpre had disuneuish- 
ed, he determined to visit : full of design ana hope . 
he landed on the continent ; his friends expected 
accounts from him of the new scenes that opened in 
his progress, but were informed in a few days that 
Euryalus was dead. 

Such was the end of Euryalus. He is entocd . 
t^at state, whence none ever shall return ; and can 
now only benefit his friends, by remaining in their 
memories a permanent and emcacious instance of 
the blindness of desire, and the uncertainty of all - 
terrestrial good. But, perhaps, every man has like me 
lost an Euryalus, has known a friend die with hap. . 
piness in his grasp ; and yet every man continues to 
think himself secure of life, and defers to some futuro 
time of leisure what he knows it will be (atsl to have 
finally omitted. 

It is, indeed, with this as with other frailties in<^ • 
herent in our nature; the desire of deferring ta . 
another time, what cannot be done without endurance 
of some pain, or forbearance of some pleasure, will* 
perhaps, never be totally overcome or suppressed ; : 
there will always be something that we siull wish 
to have finished, and be nevertheless unwilling to 
begin : but ac^ainst this unwillingness it is our duty to 
>t>^ggi^9 ^u every conquest over our passions wiU 
make way fiar an easier conquest ; custom is eauaHyr . 
forcible to bad and good; nature will always be at 
variance with reason, but will rebel more feebk ^ 
the i« ofiener subdued. 
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The conuBOii oeglcipt of the present hour it more 
•hameful and criniiiial» as no man is betrayed to it ^ 
by errofy ha% admits it by neffUgence. Of the msta- 
hmty of life, the weakest undierstamling never thinks- 
wrongs thoiigh the strongest oiten omits to think- 
justly: ragson and experience are always ready to^ 
inform us of our real state ; but we refuse to listen 
to tb^ suggestions^ because we feel our hearts un- . 
willing to obey them : but, surely, nothing is more 
unwonhy of a reasonable being, than to shut his 
eyes, when he sees the road which he is commanded^ 
to travel, that he may deviate with fewer re* 
proaches from himself; nor cQuld any motive tq, 
tenderness, except the consciousness that we have all 
been guilty of the same fault, dispose us to pity 
those who thus consign theinselyes to voluntary, 
ruin. 
T 
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JmtmurepuUsstUmtum me^ nepu rides, HOR« * 

You think bic but as mad as all noiiikiiid. 

TO THE ADVENTURER. 
SIR, 

MoKTESQUiKU wittily observes, tha( by bnilding 
professed mad4iouses, men tacitly insinuate, thai 
all who are out of their senses are to be found only^ 
in tho^ pluses. This remark having made sotoe 
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iitapresskm on my mihdi produced last iil|^ the §6U 
lowing vision. 

I imagined that Bedlaili had been ordered to be 
rebuilt upon a more extensive plans by act of pariia* 
nient ; and that Dean Swift, calling at my lodgings^ 
otilered to accompany me to see the new-erected 
edifice, which, he observed, was not half capacious 
enough before to contain the various species <k mad- 
ness that are to be found in this kin^om; As we 
walked through the galleries, he gave me the follow- 
ing account o? the several inhalxtants* 

The lady in the first apartntent had prevafled 
u^n her husband, a man of study and ceconomy, 
to indulge her with a route twice a week at her own 
house. This soon multtpli^ her obligations to tlie 
company she kept, and in a fortnight she insisted 
upon two more. His lordship venturing to oppose 
her demand with steady resolution, but with equal 
tenderness, the lady complained, that the rights of 
quality and fortune were invaded, that her credit was 
lost with the fashionable world, and that ignorance 
and brutality had robbed her of the pleasures of a 
reasonable being, and rendered her the most un- 
happy wife in Great Briuin. The cause of her 
complaints, however, still subsisted, and by perpe- 
tually broodmg oyer it «he at length turaea her 
brain. 

Next to her is a dramatic writer, whose comedy 
having been justly damned, he bes;an to vent his 
spleen against the public, by weekly abuses of the 
present age ; but as neither the play nor his defences 
of it were read, his indignation continually increasedf 
till at length it terminated in madness. 

He on the right hand is a philosopher, who has 
lost his i«ason in a fhdtless attempt to discover the 
Cause of electricity. 

He on the left is a oelebrattd jdok^ of nobb 
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faiitli, whote favourite mare, that had enjoyed thre? 
tfiamplift in former aeasoos, was distanced a few days 
ago at Newmarket. 

Yonder meagre man has bewildered his un- 
derstanding by closely studying the doctrine of 
chances, in order to qualify himself for a profes- 
sorship which will be shortly established and amply 
€n(^wed at an eminent chocolate-house, where lec- 
tures on this important sutjea are constantly to be 
read. 

An unforeseen accident turned the head of the next 
unfortunate prisoner. She had for a long time passed 
for fifteen years younger than she was, and her lively 
behaviour and a«y (&ss concurred to help forward 
the imposition ; till one evenin^t being animated 
with an extraordinary flow of spints» she danced out 
•even of her artificial teeth, which were immediately 
nicked up, and delivered to her with great ceremony 
ty her partner. 

The merchant in the neighbouring cell had re- 
solved to gain a plumb. He was possessed of seventy 
thousand pounds, and eagerly expected a ship that 
was to complete his wishes. But the ship was cast 
away in the channel, and the merchant is distracted 
for his loss. 

That disconsolat?^ lady had for many years as- 
siduously attended an 'old gouty uncle, had assent- 
ed to all his absurdities, and humoured all his foi- 
bles, in fiill expectatioQ of being made his exe- 
cutrix; when happening one day to affirm that 
his gruel had sack enough in it, contrary to his opi- 
nion, he altered his will immediately, and left all to 
her brother; which affords her no consolation, for 
avarice is able to subdue the tenderness of na- 
-^ure. 

Behold the beautiful and virtuous Theodora! 
lie/ Jbndness for an ungrate&l husband was un* 
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paralleled. She detected him in the anrt» of a itisa^ 
^eeable and affected prostitute, and was dnven td 
distraction. 

. Is my old friend the commentator here likewise ? 
Alas 1 he has lost his wits in inquiring whether or 
no the ancients wore perukes ? as did his neighbour 
Cynthio, by receiving a frown from his patron at 
the last levee. 

The fat lady, upon whom ytw look so eaniedttyf 
is a grocer's wife in the city. Her disorder was oc- 
casioned by her seeing at court, last Twelfth night, 
the daughter of Mr. Alderman Squeeze, oil-man, 
in a sack far richer and more elegant than her 
own. 

The next chamber contains an adventurer wh© 
purchased thirty tickets in the last lottery. As he 
was a person of a sanguine complexion and lively 
imagination, he was sure of gaining the ten thou- 
sand pounds by the number of his chances. He 
spent a month in surveying the counties that lie in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis, before he 
could find out an agreeable site for the fine house he 
intended to build. He next fixed his eye on a most 
blooming and. beautiful girl, whom he designed to 
honour as his bride. He bespoke a magnificent 
coach, and the ornaments of his harness were to be 
of his own invention. Mr. Degagee, the taylor, 
was ordered to send to Paris for the lace with which 
his wedding clothes were to be adorned. But in the 
midst of these preparations for prosperity, aU his 
tickets were drawn blanks ; and instead of his villa on 
the banks of the Thames, you now see him in these 
melancholy lodgings. 

His neighbour in the next apartment was an 
honest footman, who was persuaded likewise to try 
his fortune in the same lottery : and who, obtaining 
i Tery large and unexpected sum, could not st^d. 
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the shock pf such sudden good &rtunf» but greyr 

mad with excess of joy. 

You wonder to see that cell heaudfied with Chi- 
nese vases and urns. It is inhabited by that famous 
viituoso lady Harriet Britde, whose opinion was 
'formerly decisive at all auctions, where she was 
usually appealed to about the genuineness of porce- 
lain. She purchased, at an exorbitant price, a Man- 
darin, and a Jos, that were the envy of all the female 
connoisseurs, and were allowed to be inestimable* 
They were .to be placed at the upper end of a little 
rock-work temple of Chinese architecture, in which 
neither propriety, proportion, nor true beauty, wese 
considered, and were carefully packed up in different 
boxes ; but die brutish waggoner happening to over- 
turn his carriage, they were crushed to pieces. The 
poor lady's understanding could not survive so irre- 
parable a loss ; and her relations, to soothe her pas- 
sion, have provided those Chelsea urns with which 
she has decocted her chamber, and which she believer 
to be the true Nanquin. 

Yonder miserable youth, being engaged in a hot 
contendon at a fashionable brothel about a celebrated 
courtezan, killed a sea officer with whose face he 
was not acquainted; but who proved upon inquiry 
to be his own brother, who had been ten years absent 
VI the Indies. 

Look attendvely into the next cell ; you will there 
discover a lady of great worth and fine accomplish-^ 
ments, whose father condemned her to the arms of 
a right honourable debauchee, when he knew she 
had nxed her affections irrevocably on another, whp 
possessed an unincumbered estate, but wanted the 
prnanoent of a tide; She submitted to the orders 
of a stem father with patience, obedience, and n 
breaking heart. Her husband tre;ated her wit(i 
rhat contempt which he thought due to a cimen'^ 
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<laaghter; and besides comiQuntcated to her an in- 
femotts distemper* which her natural modesty forbade 
' her to discover in time ; and the violent medicines 
'ivhich were afterwards administered to her by an 
' unskilful sureeon* threw her into a delirious fever, 
from which she could never be recovered* 

Here the Dean paused ; apd looking upon me 
with great eamesti\es8, and grasping my hand dose- 
'fy, spoke with an emphasis Siat awakened me ; 
^ Think me not so insensible a monster* as to deride 
the lamentable lot of the wretches we have now sur* 
veyed. If we lau?h at the follies, let us at the same 
' time pity the manifold miseries of man.' 
2 ' I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

SOPHRON. 



N» 110. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24^ 175S. 



Mens imHipfa mandy lachrym^t volimntmr homes* VIRO. 

Sighs', groans, and tears, proclaim his inward pains ; 
But the firm purpose of his heart remains. DRYDEN. 

rPiTY has been generally considered as the passion of 
gentle, benevolent, and virtuous minds ; although it 
IS acknowledged to produce only such a participatio|i 
of the calamity of others, as upon the whole is pleas- 
ing to ourselves, 

' ' • As a tender participation of foreign distress, it 
iias been urged to prove, that tnan is endowed 
Avith social imections, which, however forcible, are 
SchoHy' disixxterestetf f- and as a pleasing seasatioD) it 
6 
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hai been deemed an example of utimixed selfish- 
ness and maKgnity. It has been resdlved into that 
power of imagination, by Which we apply the ^rais- 
foituaes of others to ourselves : we have been said to 
pity no longer than we fsLticy ourselves to suflfer, and 
to be pleas^ only by reflecting that our sufferings 
are not real ; thus indulging a dream of distress, from 
which we can awake whenever we please, to exult in 
our security, and enjoy the comparison of the fictioD 
wkh truth.' 

I shall not perplex my readers with the subtiltie^ 
of a debate, in which human- nature has, with eaual 
zeal and plausibility, been «xalted and degraoed* 
It is sufficient for my purpose, to remark, that Etty 
is generally understood to be that passion, which ia 
excited bythe- sufferings of persons with whom we 
have no tender connection, and with whose welfare 
the stronger passions hate not united our felicity; 
fbr^no^mftn would call the inguish of a modierv 
whose In^t was torn from her breast and left to 
be- devoured in a desert, by the name of Pity ; al- 
though the sentiment of a stranger, who shouM 
djrop a silent tear at the rdadon, which yet might 
the' next hour be fi>rgotlen, could not otherwise be 
jastly denominated* 

If Pity, therefore, is absorbed ia another passion»^ 
when our love of those that suffer is strong : Pity is 
rather an evidence of the weakness than ti^ strei^;th 
of that general phiknthn^y, for which some have 
soteagerty contended, with which they have flattered 
the pride and veiled the vices of mankind, and which 
they have affirmed to be alone sufficient to reconk^ 
mend them to the favour of Heaven, to atone for the 
indulgence of every appedte and the neglect of ereiy 
duty.' . s 

If human benevolence was j^oJutelv pure^ and 
ioci^t it would not be .neoef sarj^ to mate ihe ra» 

Digitized by Google 



|10 wvwnwa. ji*li^ 

v^ges of a ^aiyefice or ^ ^mm ymh mmme «nd 
itiscnmtpsttiog ^vrcwmtsmfie^ to rpu^t our •ewbii* 
lity : we ahould gemmly deplore irreoiedUble c^li^ 
mity, aod partipHNite i^mpoimr 4iatr68fi» wiAoat 
BBjT mixture of delight : tbs^ deceitfvl sorrow, ii| 
which plira«ure is; so well keowp to be predo«iiQtQt* 
that ioTention bai! been busied for 9gei in mmxmtig 
tales of fictitious suffer^m^e for oo other end thaa t^ 
excite it, would be ohaoml. 'v^ hon^t o^nroEiisenir 
tiooy in which pain would be unmixed, and wUeh^ 
Sl^rdbre, we okould wi^ to lose. 

Soon after the &^ hftttk of Fomsnoy, a young 
gentie;nan, i^ came over wttb the pffceer ithat 
tasight the oipress, being e^pecied at the iMute of 
m Baa^ arnvnerpus co«^y ofgentkinen and ladies 
9wera aosemUed to faear an ao0Oi«M of tkeatetioAfrQia 
«n^e*witoess. 

; The gentleman, as. eyevy man is fiattesed by cslal^ 

numding atteniaon, was easily .premled upen t# 

gratify the compsny* as «qp« as 4^y were seated^ 

' luid the first oeremom past. He described the 

jmarch of mapy thonsands of their 'Counti^eQ istft 

ia &Mf where bat^vies had beon cons^ed on .«ack 

mdt^ winch in n momelit strewed 4ihe ground with 

mangled limbs, and carcasses that afanost ficoted in 

bkM)o, and obstnicsed'the "fatk of those who followed 

;So the daughter^ He refatt^, how often the decrease 

iftg multitude returned la. the mouth of thecamioni 

ikow suddediy they were fidKed, and how sudden]^ 

^broken; he repeated the list of oftcers who had 

(fijlen undistiuffuished in ffaft carnage, men whose, emi- 

mence rendered fthetr nanies .universally known, thoir 

kkfiuence exiensjwe, and their attachomts Bumerous.; 

'end he hinted the fetal effects which this defitat might 

produce to the niktion, by turning the success of the 

'war against us. 3But the company, however amused 

%jl the «Qlatiop» ifpeaiedMt ta bet a&eted by^ ihr 
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^rent : they were still attentive to every triflin j^ punc- 
tilio of ceremony, usual among wcU-ored persons ; 
they bowed with a graeeful simper to a lady who' 
tuoetiedf matttally presented each other with snufi^ 
shook their heads and changed their postore at 
proper intervals, asked some Questions which tended 
tof>rodttce a more minute detail of such circumstances 
of horror as had been lightly touched ; and having 
at last remarked that the Roman patriot regretted the 
brave could die but once, the conversation soon be^ 
icame general, and a motion was made to divide intd 
parties at wMst. But just as they were about to 
comply, the gentleman again engaged their attention. 
• I rorgot,' said he, ^to relate one particular, which, 
however, deserves to be remembered. The captairi 
of a company, whole name I cannot now recollect^ 
had, just beiore his corps was ordered to embark, 
manied a young lady to whom he had been long 
tenderly attached, and who, contrary to the advice 
of all her friends, and the expoStuUltions, persuasion^ 
vad entreaty of her husband, insisted to go abroad 
with him, and share his fortune at all events. If hef 
should be wounded, she said that she might hastefT 
his re(ioVery, and alleviate his pain, by such attendance 
ds strangers cannot be hired to pay ; if he should be 
fakea prisoner, she might, perhaps, be permitted td 
ihorten the tedious hours of captivity which solitude 
Would protract ; ahd if he should die, that it would be 
better for her to*kooW it with, certainty and speedii 
than to wait at a distance in anxiety and suspense, 
tomftented by doubtful and contradictory reports, and 
it kst believing it possible, t^at if she had been pre*' 
sent, her assiduity and tenderhess might have preserv-» 
ed his life. The captain, though he was not con^ 
finced by her reasoning,' was yet overcome by the 
knportttilate elocjuence of her love ; he consented tQ 
Jber request, and they embariied together* 
L 2 
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* The head*quarter6 of the Duke <of Comberkiid 
were at BrufFoel> from whence they removed .the 
evening before the battle to Monbray, a vil^re 
within musquet-shot of the enemy's line*, where the 
Captain, who. commanded in the left wing, was en« 
camped* 

, ' Their parting in the morning was short. She 
looked after him, till he could no longer be distin- 
guished from others ; and as soon as the firing begao^ 
she went back pale .and trembling, and sat down 
expecting the event in an agony of impatience, anxiety 
and terror. She soon learned from strae^glers ^and 
liigitives, that the slaughter was dreadfiu,>and the 
victory hopeless. She did not, however, yet despair ; 
she hoped, that the captain might return among the 
few that should remain : but soon after the retreat, 
ihis hope .was cut off, and she was informed that he 
fell in the first charge, and was left among the dead* 
She was resti'ained by those about her from rushing 
in the phrenzy of desperation to the field of battle,i 
of which the. enemy was still possessed : but the tu- 
inult of her mind having abated!, and her grief become 
^lore calm during the night, she ordered a servant to 
attend her at break of day ; and as leave had been 
given to bury the dead, she went herself to seek the 
remains of her husband, that she might honour them 
with the last rites, and pour the tears of conjugal 
affection upon his grave. They wandered about 
amone the dying and the dead, gazing on every dis- 
Ported countenance, and looking round with iireso* 
lution and amazement on a scene, which those who 
stripped had left tenfold more a sight of horror than 
those who had slain. From this sight she was at 
last turning with confusion and despair $ but was 
stopped by the cries of a favourite spaniel, who had 
tollowed her without being perceived. He was 
standing at some distance in the £eld $ and the mor 
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mciit i^e saw hktt » th» eoticenred the strongest dssur. 
ance that he had felitid his master. She nasted in- 
stantly to the place^ without regarding any other ob<^ 
ject ; and stooping over the corpse by which he stood, 
she found it to dimgttred with wounds and besmeared 
with blood that the features were not to be known t 
but as she was weeping in the anguish of suspence, 
the discovered hanging on the wrist the remains of i 
rufflCf rOund which there was a slight border of hef 
own woi'k. Thus suddenly to have discovered, and 
in such dreadful circumstances^ that which she had 
«ou^t, quite overwhelmed her, and she sunk dowit 
oil the bo<fy. By the assistance of the servant she 
was recovered to seHsilMlityy but not to reason ; shd 
was seized at once with convulsions and madness i 
and a few hourt after she was carried back to the 
^illa^ she ejcpired.' 

ifiosey who had heard ^e fate of whole battai 
Sons widiout pity, and the loss of a battle, by which 
then* country Would probably suffer irieparable damage, 
without tontern, listened to a tale of private distress 
with tininterrupted attention. All regard to each 
other was for a while suspended ; tears by degrees^ 
overflowed every eye, and every bosom became sus* 
ceptible of Pity : but the whole circle paused with 
evident regret, when the narrative was at an end; 
and would have been glad, that such another could 
have been told to continue their entertainment. Such 
Wtis the Benevolence of Pity ! But a lady who had 
taken the opportunity of a very slight acquaintance 
to satisfy her curiosity, was touched with much deeper 
distress ; and fainting in the struggle to conceal the 
emotions of her mind, fell back in her chair: an 
accident which was not sooner discovered, because 
every eye had been fixed upon the speaker, and all 
attention monopolized by the story. Every one, 
kawever, was ready to afford her assistance ;. and it 
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was soon discovered, that she was mother to the lady 
whose distress had afforded so much virtuous ple^ure 
to the compaoy. It was not possible to tell her 
another story, which would revive the same sensa- 
tions; and lif it had, the world could not have bribed 
her to have heard it. Her affection to the sufierer 
was too strong to permit her, on this occasion-, to 
enjoy the luxury of rity, and applaud her benevolence 
for sensations which shewed its de&cts. It would, 
indeed, be happy for us, if we were jto exist only in 
this state of imperfection, that a ^eater share of sensi- 
bility is not allowed us ; but if me mole, in the kind- 
ness of Unerring Wisdom, is pennitted scarce to 
distinguish light &om darkness, the mole should not, 
surely, t^ praised for the perspicacity of its sight. 

Let us distinguish that malignity, which others con- 
found with Benevolence, and applaud as virtue ; let 
that imperfection of nature, which is adapted to- an 
imperfect state, teach us humility ; and fix our depend- 
ence upon Him, who has promised to * create in us a 
new heart and a right spirit ;' and to^ receive us to 
that place, where our love of oth^s, however ardent, 
can only increase our felicity ; because in that place 
there will be no object, but such as Perfca Benevo- 
lence can contemplate with delight* 
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t ^4r menfeeimus ipsi^ 

yix em tmtra ntoco. OVIIX 

The deeds of k»g descended ancestors . 

Are but by grace of impuution ours. DR YDEN. 

The evils inseparably annexed to the present condi* 
tion of man, are so numerous and afflictive, that it 
has beea, from age to age, the task of some to bewail, 
and of others to solace them 5 and he, therefore, will 
be in danger of seeming a common enemy, who shall 
attempt to depreciate the few pleaswcs and felicities 
which nature has allowed us. 

> Yet I will confess, that I have sometimes employe 
ed my thoughts in examining the pretensions that 
are made to happiness, by the splendid and envied 
condition of li^ ; and have not thought the hour 
unprofitably spent, when I have detected the impos- 
ture of counterfeit advantages, and found (tisquiet 
lurkin^^ under false appearances 'of gaiety and great- 
ness. 

It is asserted by a tragic poet, that * est miser nemo 
nisi compai'atus,' < no man is miserable, but as be it 
compared with others happier than himself:' this posi- 
tion is not strictly and philosophically true. 
• He might have said, with rigorous propriety, that 
no man is happy but as he is compared with the 
miserable ; for such is the state of this wc^-ld, that 
we find in it absolute misery^ but happiness only 
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comparative ; we may incur as muck pm as ve cao 
possibly endure, though we ^an never oboio at 
much happiness as we mi^ht possiUy enjoy, 

Yet it IS certain likewise^ that many or pur tpit 
feries are merely comparative : we are often made 
unhappy, not by the presence of any real evil, but 
by the absence of some fietitioBs good ; of something 
which is not required by any real want of nature, 
which has not in itself any power of gratification, 
jMid which neither reason nor fancy would have 
prompted us to wish, did we not see it in the pos- 
session of others. 

For a mind diseased with vain loogmgs after nn^ 
attainable advantages, no medicine can be prescribed, 
but an impartial inquiry into the real wdrth of tb^ 
which is so ardendy desired. It is well known, how 
much the mind, as well as the eye, is deceived by 
distance ; and, perhaps, it will be found, that of many 
imagined blessings it may be doubted, whedier he 
that wanu or possesses them has more reason to be 
satisfied with his lot. 

The dignity of high birth and long extraction, no 
man, to whom nature has denied it, can confer upon 
himself; and, therefore^ it deserves to be considerecl^ 
whether the want of that which can never be gabed^ 
may not easily be endured. It is true, that if we 
consider the triumph and delight with which most of 
those recount their ancestors who have ancestors to 
recount, and the artifices by which some who have 
risen to unexpected fortune endeavour to insert them- 
selves into an honourable stem, we shall be inclined, 
to fancy that wisdom or virtue may be had by inhe* 
ritance, or that all the excellencies of a line of jpro^ 
genitors are accumulated on their descendant. Rea- 
#on, indeed, will soon inform us, that our estimation 
of l^rth is arbitrary and C2q[>ricious, and that dead an« 
ce^tors cm have no toflueoce but upon imagination: 
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let it tben be examined^ wliether one dream may not 
OjpcrsLtc in the place of another ; whether he that owes 
nothing to for^athers^ may not receive equal plea- 
sure, from the consciousness of owing all to himself: 
whether he may not, with a little meditation, find it 
more honourable to found than to continue a family* 
and to gain dignity than transmit it ; whether, if he 
receives no dignity from the virtues of his family^ 
be does not Ukewise escape the danger of being dis- 
gnc^ by their crimes ; and whether he that brings 
a new name into the world, has not the convenience 
of playing the game of life without a stake, an oppor- 
tunity of winning much though he has nothing to lope* 

There is another opinion concerning l^ppiness, 
which approaches much more nearly to universality, 
but which may, perhaps,, with equal reason be dis- 
puted. ^ The pretensions to ancestral honours many 
of the sons ot earth easily see to be ill-grounded : 
but all agree to celebrate the advantage of hereditary 
riches, and to consider those as the minions of tr- 
iune, who are wealthy from their cradles, whpae 
estate is * res non parta labore sed relicta ;' f the 
acquisitiDD of another, not of themselves ;' and whom 
« ialher's industry has dispensed from a laborious 
attention tp arts or commerce, and left at liberty to 
dispose of life as fancy shall direct them. 

If every man were wise and virtuoift* capable to 
discern the best, us^' of time, and resolute to practise 
it ; it might be granted, I think, without hesitation« 
that total liberty would be a blessing ; and that it 
would be desinuJe to b^ left at large to the exercise 
of religious and social duties, without the interruption 
of importunate avocations. 

But smce felicity is relative, and that whicl)^i8 
the means of hsu^ess to one man may be to ano-< 
ther the. cause ot misery^ we are to consider, what 
state is best adapted to human nature in its present 
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degeneracy ^ firailty. And, sufdy, to fiu* the 
mater number it is hi^jexpedient, that they should 
by some settled scheme of duties be rescued from the 
tyranny of caprice, that they ^ould be driven on bf 
lUcessity through the paths of life with their altentien 

Snfined to a stated task» that they may be less at 
sure to deviate into mischief at the call of folly» 

. When we observe the lives of those whom an aai» 
pie inheritance has let loose to dieir own directioiiy 
ivhat do we discover that can excite our envy ? Their 
jlinie sterns not to pass with much ap)planse from 
pthen» or satisfitttion to themselves : many squander 
their exuberance of fortune in luxury and debauchery^ 
and have no other use of money than to enflame their 
passions, and riot in a wider range of licentiousness ( 
others, less criminal indeed, but, surely, not much to 
be praised, lie down to sleep, and rise up to trifle^ 
ire employed every morning in finding /expe^ents to 
rid themselves of the day, chase pleasure thtough sdl 
the places of public resort, fly from Loddon to Bath 
ktd fipom Bath to London, without any other reasoif 
for chaA|[ing places but that they go in quest of omi't 
puny as idle and as vagrant as Uiemselves^ always eft« 
deavouring to raise some new desire that they maf 
h^ve something to pursue, to rekincUe some hope 
which they kuow will be <tisappointed, changing on« 
imusemefit ft>r another which a few months will 
make equally insipid, or sinking iilto lan?ttor«nd dis* 
easeforwantof something to actuate their bodies, to 
exhikraie their minds. 

Whoever has frequented diose places, where idlerf 
iSsemUe to escape mm sohtude, knows that this it 
generally the state of the wealthy | and from this stattf 
tt is no great hardship to be deb^tirred. No man can 
be happy in total idleness : he that sh6uld be con- 
demned to lie torpid and motiofiless, * would fly for 
Ifecrea^/ says South, <to (he miaei and the gal« 
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)i6t ;' a&4 it k weH. when nature or fencuie find em* 
|klo^e&t^r ihoae vfho wwjJd nxft l^yt Known bow 
10 procure it &| themselvet. ,.^ 

Hct whose npd is rag^^ hy the a^^ouitioa or 
improveQi^t of a fortuaey not ooly escapes the in* 
^pi4ity of indiierenf^ and the tediousness of ipacti* 
fityj, bm gains enjoyiqenls wholly unknown to those, 
.Wi^o lire lazily 09 the tpil of others 3 lor Uk affords 
no higher pleasure, than that of stinnotintini^ difficul- 
ties, passing from one step of success to another,^ 
forming new wishes, and s^ing them grati^ed. He 
that labours in any gre^^t or laudable undarusking, has 
his £itigues first suppoited by hope, and afterwards 
rewarded by joy ; he is always moving to a certain 
end, and when he has attamed it, an end more dis- 
tant invites him to a new pursuit. 

It does not^ indeed, always happen, that diligence 
is fortuswle ; the wisest whines are brpki^ by un- 
CKpeetod accidents ; the most constant perseverance 
sometimes toils through life without a recompence : 
hut laboor, though mMuccessftil, is more digibte than 
idleness ; he mat nrosecufees a kwfid purpose hf 
lawfiii means, acts aiwap with the appcDbotkm of hif 
own reason ; he is animated through the coune of hi^ 
endeavours by an expectation which, though .not 
certain, he knows to be just ; and is at last comforted 
in his disappointment, by the consciousness that he has 
not failed by his own Unit. 

That kind of life is most happy which affords us 
most opportunities of gaining our own esteem; and 
what can any man infer in his own favour from a 
condition to which, however prosperous, he contri- 
buted nothing, and which the vdest and weakest of the 
species would have obtained by the same right, had he 
fajmpened to be the son of the same father. 

To strive with difficulties, and to conquer them, 
U. the highest human felicity i the next, is to strive|, 
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and desenre to cdnquer ; but de wKbfte life has passed 
>vithoiit a contest, and yvh6 can boast neither success 
nor merit, can survey himself only as a useless filler of - 
existence; and if he is content* with his own charac- 
ter, must owe hiis satisfaction to insensibOity. 

' Thus it appears that the satirist advised rightlyi 
when he directed us to resign ourselves to the hands 
of Heaven, dnd to leave to superior powers the de- 
termination of our lot : 

Permiites if sis exfefidere NumtHihs, quid 
Coftveniaf niAisy rebusque sit utile nottrit : 
CathrtstiUitbom^qmamsibi* . . 

Intrust t)iy fortune to the powers above i 
Leave them to manage for thee, and tp grant 
What their unerring wisdom sees thee want. 
In goodness as in greatness they excel : 
Ah ! that we Uv'd aurselvct but ha|f «o we'l. 

©RYDiEN. 

What state of life admits most happiness^ is un^ 
certain ; but diat uncertainty ought to . reprass the 
petulance of comparison, «nd silence th^ munam. of 
discontent. ■ 

T ^ 
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■ ^Has panat garrtda lingua dedU, O VHX 

Such was the fate of rain loquacity. 

TO THE ADVENTURER. 
•It, 

To be courteous to all, but familiar with few, ft A 
maxim which I once despised, as originally proceed*- ' 
ing from a mean and contracted mmd, the frigid 
caution of weakness and timidity. A tame and iff- 
discriminate servility I imputed to a dread of the con- 
tempt or the petulance of others, to fears from which 
the wit and the gentleman are exempted by a consci- 
ousness of their own dignity, by their power to r©- 
press insolence and silence ridicule; and a general 
shyness and reserve I considered as the reproach of 
our country, as the effect of an illiberal education, by 
which neither a polite address, an easy confidence, 
or a general acquaintance with public life, is to be ac*. 
quired. This opinion, which continued to flatter the 
iWty and pride that produced it, was strengthened 
by the example of those whose manner in the difG- 
dence of youth I wished to imitate, who entered a 
mixed company \vith an air of serene ^miliarity, ac- 
costed every man Hke an old acquaintance, and thought 
Only of making sport for the rest of any with whom, 
their caprice should happen ta be offended, witfeot^i ; 
Ijegaixl to their age, character, or condition* 

VCi.. X£V. M 
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But I now \mkf that I had regubted my conduct 
by the maxim which I despised^ for I should then 
have escaped a misfortune which I can never retrieve ; 
and the sense of which I am now endeavouring to 
•ttspen4 by relating it to you as a, lesson tp o£e^ 
and considering my loss of happiness as an acquisition 
of wisdom. 

While I was in France with a travelling tutor, I re« 
ceived a letter which ac(}qainted me, that my father 
who had been lon^ dechning, was dead ; and that it 
was necessary I should immediately letom to Eng- 
land to take possession of his estate, which was not 
inconsiderable, though there were mortgages upon it 
to near half its value. 

When I arrived, I found a letter which the old 
g^tleroan hid written and directed to me with hi» 
own hand. It contained some general rules for my 
condua, and some animadversions upon his own : h« 
took notice of die incumbrance under which he left 
me the paternal inheritance, which had descended 
through many generations, and expressed the most 
earnest desire, that it mij^ht yet be transmitted intire 
to posterity : with this view, he said^ he had negocir 
abed a marriage between me and the only daughter oJF 
Jbis old frien<^ Sir George Homestead, of the North, 
an amiable young lady, whose alliance woidd be a^ 
honour to my family, and whose fortune would much 
more than redeem my estate. 

He had given the knight a faith&l account of his 
4^rs, who, after having taken some time to coosir 
der the proposal and consult his friends, had coosentf 
edto the match, upon condition that his daugfat^ and 
I should be agreeable to each other, and my behavionr 
should confirm the character which had been given ot 
me. My father added, that he hoped to have livc4 
till this alliance had taken place ; but as Providence 
had otherwise determined, he i^itreated^ as lua lasf 
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iMueM* that ai soob u iny vSnn shooldi be letdedv 
ana decency would permit^ I would make Sir George 
tt Tisky smd neglect nocfaing to accom^iah hit paifote« 

I was toudied with the zeal aod tenderness of pa>p 
rental s^fection^ which was then directing nie to hap- 
piness* after the heart that felt it had c^sed to beat, 
and the hand that expressed it was moulderin|r in the 
dustk I had also seen the lady, not indeed smce we 
were children ; hut I remember diat her person was 
agreeable, and her temper sweet : I did not, therefore, 
hesitate a moment, whether my father^s injunction 
^lionld be obeyed. I proceeded to settle his afSdrs ) 
I took an account of his debts and credits, visited 
the tenants, recovered my usual gaiety, and at the 
end of about nine months set out for Sir George's seat 
in the North i having before opened an epbtohiry cor« 
lespondence, and expressed my impatience to possesa 
^e happiness which my father had so kindlv secured. 

I was better pleased to be well moumea, than to 
IM in a chariot, or be jumbled in a post-chaise ; and 
I knew that Sir George was an old sportsman, » 
nhin hearty blade, who would like me better in a 
jpair {^buckskin breeches on the back of a good hunter^ 
tlian in a tiinmied suit and a gaudy equipage ; I* 
therefore, m Out on horseback with only one 8ervafit» 
tfad reached StHion the first ni^t« 

In thenun-nbg, as I #as mouatkig, a gettlemaiH 
who had just got on horseback before me, ord^ed 
l&s servant to make some inquiry aibout the road, 
which I hapnebed to overiiear, and told him wkH 
great familiarity, that I waa goiftg the same way, 
and if he pleased we would travel together t to tkta 
he consented with as much frankness^ and as UtUe ce^^ 
remony $ and I set ^rward, greatly delighted that 
iimxct had afforded me a eompanion. 

We immediately entered into cbnvenatton* and I 
1009 fismsid that he had been abroad : we extolled the 
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ipads and the policy of Fraoce»tlie cities, the palaces, 
and the villas ; entered into a critical examination of 
die most celebrated seats in England, the peculiarities 
of the building and situation, cross ways, market 
towns, the imposition of inqkeepers, and the sports of 
^e field ; topics by which we mutually reconmiended 
ourselves to each other, as we had both opportunities 
10 discover equal knowledge, and to display truth with, 
tttch evidence as prevented diversity of opinion. 
, After we had rode about two hours, we overtook 
another gentleman, whom we accosted with the same 
^uniliarity that we had used to each other ; we asked 
him how far he was going and which way, at what 
liate he trai^Ued, where he put up, and many other^ 
questions of the same kind. The gentleman, who ap-. 
peared to be near fifty, received our address with 
great coolness, returned short and indirect answers to 
our inquiries, and, often looking with great attention 
mi tts both, sometimes put forward that he might get 
before us, and sometimes checked his horse that he 
loight remain behind. But we were resolved to dis« 
^point him ; and, finding that his reserve increased, 
^d he was visibly displeased, we winked at each other, 
s^ld determined the old put should afford ,u& >ome 
•port. After we had rode together upon very ill 
terms more than half an hour, my companion with an 
^ of ceremonious gravity asked him, u he knew any 
bouse upon the road where he. might be acconuno* 
dated with 'a wench. The gendenup* who was, I 
believe, afraid oi giving us a prince to quarrel, did 
not resent this insult any otherwise than by making no 
reply. I then began to talk to my ccHnpanion as if 
we had been old acquaintance, reminding him that the 
gentleman extremely resembled a person, fix>m whont 
we had taken a girl Uiat he was carrying to the bagnio» 
atid, indeed, that his present reserve made me bvlu 
pect him to be the same ; but that as we were wilUng 
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^tat we ahouU tdU have the {feature of dioing togo. 
tfacr at die next iuo* The tnodemm was still si* 
lent; but as his perplexity and reseatmettt visibly ia* 
civasedt he proportionaU j iocreaied our entertainmeat^ 
Hvhich did not, however, last long, for he suddenly 
tmed down a lane i upon whieh we set up a horse 
}aiigh> that continued till he was out of heaiil^, and 
then pursuing our iOumey, we talked of the adven- 
lure, wlach afibrded us ooaTersation and merriment 
fi)r the rest of the day. 

The next morning w0 jMrted, and in the evening 
I arrived at Homestead HalL The old knight re* 
fenred me with great a&6tion, and ittmediately in- 
troduced me to Ms daughter, whom I now thought 
the finest woman I had ever teen* I could eauly 
discover, that I was not welcome to her merely upon 
her father^s recommendation, and I eaioyed by aati« 
cipation the felicity which I consideisd as within my 
grasp. But the pleasii^ scene, in which I had suffer^ 
edmy imagination to wander, suddenly disappeared as 
by the power of enchantment; without any visible 
motive, die behaviour of the whole family was chang* 
ed, my assiduities to the lady were repressed, she was 
never to be found alone, the knight treated me with 
c cold civility, I watf no longer a par^ in their visits, 
Dor was I willingly attended even by the ^rvants. I 
made many attempts to discover the cause of this mis- 
fcrtune, but without succes8» and one morning, when 
I had drawn Sir George into the garden by him« 
aelf,and was about to urge him upon the subject, he 
prevented me by saying, that his promise to my fa- 
ther, for whom he had the highest regard, as I 
Well knew, was conditional; that he had always re- 
solved to leave his daughter a free choice, and that 
«fae had requested him to acdumt me, that her affec- 
tions were otherwise engaged, and to entreat that I 
MS 
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ivoukly therefore^ <Mscodtinue my addresiet. My 
surprize and concern at this declaration^ were such at 
-left me no power to reply ; and I 6aw Sir Geoi^ 
turn from me and go into tlie houae* without making 
any attempt to stop him, or to obtain a fiirtlier ex** 
planation. Afterwards, indeed, I frequently expos- 
tulated, intreated, and cofnplained; but^ perceifing 
that aU was ineffectual, I took my leave, and deter- 
mined that I would still solicit by letter ; for the 
lady had taken such possession of my heart, that I 
would joyfully have married her, though I had bees 
sure that her father would immediately have left all 
his fortune to a stranger. 

' I meditated on my epistolary project all the way 
to London, and before I had been three days in 
town I wrote a long letter to Sir George, in which 
I conjured him, in the strongest terms, to account for 
the change in his behaviour ; and insisted, that, 
on this occasion, to conceal the truth, was in the 
highest degree dishonourable to himseli^ and injurious 
to me. 

To this letter, after dwut ten days, I received the 
following answer : 

« Sir, 
* It is with great reluctance that I reveal the mo- 
tives of my ccmduct, because they are much to 
your disadvantage. The inclosed is a letter which 
1 received from a worthy gentleman in this county, 
and contains a full answer to your inquiries, which 
I had rather you should receive in any hand than im 
mine. 

< I am your humble servant, 

* Geo* Homestead.' 

I immediately opened the paper inclosed* in which, 
with the utmost impatiencei I read as follows : 
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* Sir, 
^ I saw a persoft with your famUy yesterday at 
the racesy to whom, as I was soon alter informed, 
you intended to give your daughter. Upon this 
occasion, it is my indispensable duty to acquaint 
you, that if his character is to be determined kj 
his company, lie will inevitably entail diseases and 
beggary upon his posterity, whatever be the merit 
of his wife, or the affluence of his fortune. He 
overtook me on the road from London a few weeks 
ago, in company with a wretch, who, hy their dis- 
course appeared to be his old and familiar ac« 
quaintance, and whom I well remember to have 
been broueht before my friend Justice Worthy, when 
t was accidentally at his house, as the keeper of a 
brothel in Covent Garden. He has since won a con- 
siderable sum with false dice at the masquerade, for 
which he was obliged to leave the kingdom, and is 
still liable to a prosecution. Be assured that I have 
perfect knowledge of both ; for some incidents, which 
It is not necessary to mention, kept me near them so 
long on the road, that it is impossible I should be 
mistaken. 

• I am, Sir, your's, &c. 

« James Trueman.' 

The moment I had read this letter, the riddle 
was solved. I knew Mr. Trueman to be the gen- 
tleman, whom I had concurred with a stranger, 
picked up by accident, to insult without provoca- 
tion on the road. I was in a moment covered witli 
confusion ; and though I was alone, could not help 
hiding my face with my hands. I abhorred my folly, 
which appeared yet more enormous every time it was 
reviewed. 

I courted the society of a stranger, and a stranger 
2 persecuted with insult ; thus I associated with ia- 
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fiuny, and thus my associate became kaowit. I 
hoped, hoMuever, to contmce Sir Georgev that I had 
DO knoidedge of the wretch whofe infiusy I had 
•hared, except that which I aoptred from the letter 
of his fiiend. But before I had taken prt>pcr mea^ 
rarei for my justificadoii, I had the mortificalioB ta 
hear, that the bdy was manied to a flcighboariag 
gentleman^ who had loag made his addresses^ ana 
whom Sir George had bnbre rejected 'm ^ vdom 
of his friendship for my lather* 

How narrow* Mr. Adventurer, is the path of rep» 
tttttde, ^and how much may be lost by the stighlesi 
deviation ! 

* I am your hunable flcnmt» 
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IT 118. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1753. 



Adhumum marorevravi dedueit IS^ a/igii, 

HOlU 

Wriogs the sa4 soul, and bends it down to earth. 

FRANCIS. 



One of the most remarkable differences betwixt an« 
cient and modern tragedy, arises from the prevailing 
custom of describing only those distresses that are 
occasioned by the passion of love ; a passion whichy 
from the universality of its dominioni may doubtlesi 
justly claim a large share in representations of human 
life ; but which, by totally engrossing the theatre, 
bath contributed to degrade that noble school of vir- 
tue into an academy of effeminacy. 

When Racine persuaded the celebrated Amauld 
to read his Phaedra, * Why/ .said that severe critic to 
his friend,' * have you falsified the manners of Hippo- 
litus, and represented him in love ?* * Alas !' Te« 
plied the poet, ' without that circumstance, how would 
the ladies and the beaux have received my piece }' 
And it may well be imagined^ that to gratify so con- 
siderable and important a part of his audience, was 
the powerful motive that induced CorneiUe to enervate 
^en the matchless and affectmg story of CEdipus, 
])y the frigid and impertinent episode of Theaeus'a 
passion for Dirce. 

Shakspeare. has shewn ut, by hia Hamlet, Mac- 
beth, and Css^, and above sul by his Lear, that 
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very interestiiig tragedies may be wntten, that are not 
founded on gaUantry and love ; and that Boileau was 
mistaken* when he affirmed, 

I I > I it t ammr ia simMf pehaurtt 
Mttfour alter au cmur la romU la plat smru 

Those tender scenes that picturM love impart. 
Insure success, and best engage the heart. 

Thfc distresses in this tragedy are of a very un« 
common nature, and are not touched upon by, any 
other dramatic author. They are occasioned by a 
rash resolution of an a|;ed monarch of strong paa« 
pions and quick sensibihty, to resign his crown and 
to dinde his kingdom amongst his three daughters ; 
the youngest of whom, who was his ^founte, not 
Miswerin^ his sanguine expectations in expressions 
of affection to him, he for ever baaithes, and en* 
dbws her nsters with her allotted share. Their unna« 
tand ingratitode, the intofenbte affitmti, incfigiltties^ 
and cnieltaes he sufiers from them, and the remorse 
ks« feels frcos his imprudent resignation of his power^ 
at first inflame him with the most violent rage, an^ 
by degrees drive him to madness and death. Tbi* 
is the outline of the fiiUe. 

I shall confine myself at present to consider sidgl]!^ 
the judgment and art of the poet, in describbg die 
6ri^ and progress of the distractioii of Lear ; in 
Wluch, I think, iie has succeeded bett«^r than any othei^ 
writer; even than Euripides hunself, whom Lof^« 
BUS so highly commends for his representation of 
the m^ness of Orestes. 

It is weU contrived, that the first afiront diat {^ 
•ffered Learv should be a proposal from Gcmerill^ 
{lis eldest daughter, to lessen the number of hia 
kmghts, ^i^ch miist needs affect and irritate a per? 
|ofi fo Jealous of hi^ rank and the respect due t^ 
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|t He k at first astonished at thei cooi])Ii€ate<l 

impudence and ingratitude of this design; buC 
quickly kindles into rage, and resohes to depart 
instantly: 



and denlt!-— -i 
Saddle my horsey caH my train together^— 
Degen'rate.basurd ! Ill not trouble thee.— 

This is followed by a severe reflection upon hd 
own foUy for resigning his crofwn ; and a sdema 
isTOcation to Nature^ to heap the most horrible 
curses on the head of Gonerifi^ that her own o^- 
sfHringinay proye equally cru^l and nnnatx^ral ; 

■that abe may feel. 
How abarper than &seipent*s tooth it is, 
TohayeathaakleaachUd! 

When Albany demands the cause of thii passion^ 
Lear answers, * I'll teU thee T but immediatdy cries 
out to Gctnerillt 

Uft and death ! I am ashamed, 
That thou haat power to abake my manhood thus. 
—^*Blaifs and fogs upon thee ! 
^ Th* untentcd wonndinga of a <kUicr*fl cuise 
Pieroecvery senae about thee! 

Ht stopsa little and reflects.: 

Ht! ia it come to thia ? 
I^ it be so! I have another daughter. 
Who, I am wee, iskindand corafotabk. 
When she shall hear this of thee, with her mult, 
Shell Bay thy woliabviaage— 

Wm waty howerer, miitakefi; for the firat otnect 
ke enoouBters in the castle of the earl of Giott* 
«ester» whither he fled to meet hit othef daughter^ 
i^as. hb senrant ia.tlK.stodu; &cmt.l%^ hj^ 
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may easily c0i^cture what reception he is to meet 
with: 

* D eath on my state ! Wherefore i 

Should he sit here. 

He adds immediately afterwards, 

O me, mylieart ! my rising heart !— but down. 

By which single line the inexpressible angmsh of 
his mmd^ and the dreadful conflict of opposite pas* 
sions with which it is agitated, are more forcibly ex-r 
pressed, than by the long and laboured speech, enuv 
merating the causes of his anguish, that Rowe and 
other modern tragic writers would certainly Jiave 
put into his mputh. But Nature, Sophocles, and 
Shakspeare, represent the feelings of the heart ^in 9, 
different manner ; by a broken hint, a .^hort excla- 
BTation, a word, or a look : . ^ 

They mingle not, 'mid deep-felt sighs and grouis, ' « 

Descriptions gay, or quaint comparisons. 

No flowery far-fctch'd thoughts their scenes admit ; 

111 sui^s conc^t with passion, woe with wit. 

Here passion prompts each short, expressive speech ; 

Or silence paiats what words can never resch. J. Vf, 

When Jocasta, in Sophocles, has discovered that 
(Edipus wa9 the murderer of her busband, she im- 
mediately leaves the stage ^ but in Comeille and 
Dryden she continues on it dwing a whole scene, to 
bewail her destiny in' set speeches. I should be 
guilty of insensibility and injustice, if I did not. take 
this occasion to acknowledge, tha^ I have been 
more moved and delighted, by hearing this single- 
line spoken by the omy actor of the age who un- 
derstands and relishes these little touches of na« 
titre* and therefore the only one qualified tq per* 
^atft this. most. dificult charaqier of Lear, tbanbf; 
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tile most pompous declaimer of the most pompous 
speeches in Cato or Tamerlane. 

In the next scene, the old king appeariin a very 
distressful situation. He bforms Regaa^ whom he 
belierei to be still actuated by fihal tendemessy of 
the cruelties he had suffered from her sister Qonerill 
in rery pathetic terms : 

■^—Beloved Regan, 
Thy 9ister*8 nau^t — O Regan! she hath tied * 

Sharp tooth*d unkindness, like a vulture, here, 
I acarce can speak to thee — thou*It not believe, 
With how deprav'd a quality— O Regan ! 

It 18 a Stroke of wonderful art in the poet to repre* 
sent him incapable of' specifying the partici^ar . Ui 
usage he has received, and breaking off thus abruptly, 
as if his voice was choked by t^ndernes^ apd re- 
sentment. 

When Regan counsel^ him to ask her sister forgive- 
ness, he falls on his .knees with a very striking kind. 
of irony, and asks her how such 8upplicating*language 

M this becometh him : ^ ' \ 

... . > 

Dear daughter, I confess that I am old ; 
Age is unnecessary : on my knees I beg, 
That you'll vouchsafe ne raiment, bed, aiidfobd*^ 

B^ttieing again esthorted £o sue fi5r reeo^itikftm, 
the advice wounds him to the quick, and forces him*, 
jnto execrations against Gonerill, which, though they^ 
chill the soul with horror, are yet well ^ted tathe-' 
impetuosity of his temper : -^ ' * • 

"She hath abated me Df half iny train ; 
JLookM black upon me ; struck me with her tongtt'^ ' 
. - Most serpentlike, upon the ycry heart—- *> 
All the stor*d vengeances of heaven 'fall 
On her ungMteAll tdp ! Strike her yoiing boaes; 
Yc taking airs, with llMneness ! — 
. Ye nimble lightnings, dart your bUiiflingfl^M. ^ ; ^j 
Into h*r scornful eyes !— - "" *" 
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The wretched king^ little inuigiiitog that he i« tQ 
he outcait from Regan also, adds veiy movingly: ; 

' T it not in thee 

To grudge Mi pkaturcs^ to cut off m^ tnin» 
To buidj haaty woitls, tofcntm^ ■■•e^rr- 
y T hou better know*tt 

Tlie offices of nature, bond of childhoo d 
Thy half o'thlungdom thou has not forgot, 
Wherein I theeendow'd— — 

That the hope$ he had concetyed of tender usage 
from Regan should be deceived, heightens his dis- 
tress to a great degree^ Yet it is still aggnvated 
and increased, by die sudden appearance of Go- 
aerill ; upon the unexpected sight of whom he e3l«^ 
claims, > 

—Who comes here f O heavens ! 

If you do love old men, if voor sweet sway ' 

Allow obedience, if yourselvct are old. 

Make it your caosei send down and bdce my part I 

This address is surely pathetic beyond expression i 
it is scarce enough to speak of it in the cold terms of 
criticism* There follows a question to Gonerill, ^T 
I have never read without tears : 

A^t abt afhatBfid Ip look upon this besid I 

^ TUi aefoe abounds with many noUe turns ct 
lesion} or rather conflicts of very different pa»». 
iioas. The inhuman dauriiters urge him in vain,, 
^r all the S0|^iistieal and unfilial arguments the^^ 
were mistresses o^ to diminish the number of hit; 
ttain. He answers them by only four poigmmf 
words:. 

Ilgireyouallf 

lVhe» Regmit last consents to receive .1^, but 
witbontany attendants, ibr that hemightbe served 
hjr heir <tim itmankh he c«a no 1^^ comaii^ 

Digitized by Google 



y» lid. A1>VEKTURBII. tiA ^ 

his disappotntmeDt and mgc. First he appeals to tlie 
beayensy and points out to tliem a spectacle that it 
indeed inimitablj afiecttng; 

Yon jee me here, ye Gods ? a poor otd naof 
As full of grief as age, wretched in both : 
If it be you that stir these daughters hearts 
Against their father, fool me not' so much 
To bear it tamely! 

Then suddenly he addresses Gonerill and Regan in 
lh9 iieverest terms and with the tutterest threats : 

■III uN o,yop umiatural hag^s ! 

I will have sudi revenges on you both— - 

That all the woild shall — ^! wUl do such things— 

What they are yet, I know not* 

' Nothing occurs to his mind severe enough for 
$)iem to 8u^9 x>r him to inflict* His nassioB rise^ 
to a height tfa^t deprives him of articiuation. Hi^ 
^Us itk^m that he will subdue his sorroWf though 
almpst irresistiUe } ^nd that th^ phall 90t triu«ipl| 
f¥er his we^dsj»eii : 

■ ■ I Y ontMiikni'wtcp! 
No \ I'll i£ot weep i I have lidl caiaa of vM|nBg( 
But this heart shall br^ iat# a tt^Hwand ^Wh 
OreVr rU weep! 

. lie cpncludeS| 

O l bo l i shallgpmadi— *» 

Vrhich is an artful anticipation^ th^ judiciously prOf 
pares us hr fhe dupulfid eytfK tlm i| |0 follow ia the 
fucGoediog 9CU. 
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K° 11*. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1755. 



Sferat infestis, metmt seeuntUu^ ■ 
Alteram sorUm bene prafaratum 
Fectuu HOIL 

Whoe*er.enjoys th* untroubled breast* 

With Virtue's tranquil wisdom blest ; 

With hope the gloomy hour can cheer» 

And temper happiness with fear. FRANCIS. 

ALMETfthe Dervise, who watched the sacred lamp 
in the sepulchre of the Prophet, as he one day 
tose up from the devotions oi the morning, which 
he had petfermed »t the gate o£ ^e temple with 
his body turned towards the east- and his forehead 
on the earth, saw before him a man in splendid ap- 
parel attended bv a long retinue, who gazed sted- 
fastly at him with a look of mournful complacences 
and seemed desirous to speak, but unwilling to 
oflend. 

The Dervise, after a short silence, advanced, and 
saluting him with thq^ calm dignity which mdepend« 
cnce confers upon humility, requested that he would 
r^T^al hid purpose. 

< Almet,' smd the «tranger, <thou seest before 
thee a man, whom the hand of prosperity .has 'Over- 
whelmed with wretchedness. Whatever I once de- 
sired as the means of happiness, I now possess ; but 
I am not yet happy, and therefore I despair. I re- 
gret the lapse of tmie, because it glides away with- 
out enjoyment % and as I expect xK)thiog in the ft« 
7 
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tore but the vtemes of the put, I do not wish that 
the future choiild arrife. Yet I tremble lett it 
flhould be cut off ; aad my heart tinks when I an* 
|i<;ipate the mament» is which eternity shall cloae 
9ver the vacuity of my Ufe hke the aea upon the path 
of a <hqp» and leave no traces of my existence more 
dyrahle thm the forvew^i^iich remams after the wavea 
have united. If in the treasures of thy wisdom there 
ifi any praoapt to obtain fidicityi voudisafe it to me > 
for tUa purpoae I am come ; a piupose' winch yet I 
feared to rereab kst like all the foimer it should 
he disappointed.' Almet listened with k»ks of 
astonishmttt and pity» to this coBspbint of a being, 
in whom reason was known to be a pledge of im^ 
mortaK^ ; but the serenity of his countenance soon 
retnmed $ and stretching out hia hand towarda 
Hea««n * Straneer,' said he^ < the knowledge which 
I have received &om the Prophet, I will conmnvnicato 
to thee/ 

As I was sitting one evening at the porch of the ^ 
temple pensive and alone, mine eye wandered 
among the mukiiade that was scattered befi>re me } 
and while I remarked die weariness and solicitude 
whidi was visible in every countenance, I wao 
suddenly struck with a sense of their condition. 
Wretched nortalai said I, to what purpose are you 

S? if to produce hamMness, bv whom is it eojoy- 
Do the linens of Egypt, ana the silks of Persia, 
bestow felicity on dioae who wear them, equal to 
the wretchedness of yonder slaves whom I see lead- 
ing the canels that bring them Ma the fineness of 
the texture, or the splendor of the tints, regarded 
with delight by those to ^oro custom has render*- 
ed them TamiUar ? or can the power of habit render 
ptheit insensiUe of pain, who live only to traverse 
^ deaart ; a scene of dreadful nniformity, where a 
banrea level is bonnded only by the bqrizont 
W 3 
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wfam no cfaaoge of proq>ect, or vaneiy of images^ 
relieves the traveller from a seiite of toil and danger, 
of whirlwinds which in a moment may bury him in 
the sandy and- of thirst, wfaidi the wealdiy have 
given half their possessions to allay ? Do those on 
whom hereditary diamonds snarkle with vnrMrarded 
lu«>«, gam fiJ> tlie'po8e»ir^what n ImT^ tl>e . 
wretch who seeks them ih the mine ; who lives ex- 
cluded from the common bounties of nature ; to whom 
even the vicissitude of day and night is not known ; 
who sighs in perpetual darkness, and whose life 
is one moumfiil akemative of msensibility and labour ^ 
If those are not happy who possess, in proportion as 
those are wretched who bestow, how vain a dream 
is the li£? of man 1 and if there is, indeed, such dif- 
ference in the value, of existence, how diall we ac^t 
^f partiality the hand by whidi this difierence haa 
been made? 

While my thoughts thus multiplied, and my heast* 
burned ivi^in me^ I became sensible of a sudden 
biBuence from, shine* .The streets and the crowds 
of Mecca disappeared ; I found myself sitting on 
the declivity of^a monntain, and perceived at tny 
right hand an angel, whom I knew to be Azoran» 
the minister of reproof. When I saw' him, I was 
afraid. I cast mine eye upon the ground, and was 
about to deprecate his anger, when he commanded 
me to be silent. * Almet,' s^d he, * thou hast de- 
voted thy life to meditation, that thy counsel might 
deliver ignorance from the mazes of error, and deter 
presumption from the precipice of guilt ; but the book' 
of nature thou hast read without understanding : it ia 
again open before thee : look up, consider it, and be 
wise.* 

I looked up, and beheld an inclosure, beautiful 
as the gardens of Paradise, but of a small extent; 
Through, the middle there Was a green walk ; at the 
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end, a wiM desart ; and beyond, impenetrable darkness* 
The walk was shaded with trees of every kind, that 
. were covered at once with blossoms and fimit ; innu- 
merable birds were singmgin the branches ; the firrasg 
was intermingled with Sowers, which impregnated the 
breeze with fragrance, and painted the path with 
beauty : on one side flowed a gentle transparent 
stream, which was just heard to murmur over th« 
golden saiids that sparkled at the bottom ; and on 
the other were walks and bowers, fountains, grottoes^ 
anjd cascades, which diversified the scene with endless 
variety, but did not conceal the bounds. 

While I was g^ing in a tT-ansport. of delight an4 
wonder on this enchanting'^ spot, I perceived a man 
stealing along the walk with a thoughtful and delibe« 
Fate pace : his eyes were fixed upon the earth* and 
bis arms crossed on his bosom ; he sometimes started, 
as if a sudden pang had siezed him; hi^ conptenance 
expressed solicitude and terror ; he looked, round 
with a sigh, and having gazed a moment on the de- 
sart that lay before him, he seemed as if he wished to 
stop, but was impelled forwards by some invisible 
power : his features however soon settled again into a 
calm melancholy ; his eye was again fixed oh th^ 
ground ; and he went on, as before, with apparent 
reluctance, but without emotion. I was struck with 
this appearance ; and turning hastily to the • An^l, 
was about to inquire what could produce such infeli- 
city in a being, surrounded with every object that could 
gratify every sense ; but he prevented my r^uest 5 
< The book of nature^ said he, • is before thee ; jook 
up, consider it, and be wise/ I looked, and beheld 
a valley between two mountains that, were craggy 
and barren ; on the path thcire was no vercjufe, and 
the mountains afPorded no shade ; the sup burned in 
the zenith, and every spring waJs dried up ; but^'the 
fsli^ terminited in a country tl^t was plpisant and' 
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i^itiby shaded with ^oods. and adorned with build^ 
ipgsl At a second vi£w^ I discovfsred a man in thiv 
yaUey, meagje indeed and fiaked» but his countenance^ 
yas phear^y and hjs deportment active : he kept hi^ 

C^ fixed upon tlie country beSfore ^yondlool^aa 
he would have nin, but that he was r^str^ned, as, 
^ : Qtlier h^aA bee^ imp^ed^ by s^ipe secret in^ueoce ; 
flpiDetunesy indeed) I perceived a fudd^ expression o( 
l^aioy and sometimes be stuped short as if his fopt vr^ 

Jierced by the a^rities 9^ the way s but the spr^ght* 
ness of his countenance instantly retumedt lU^ he^ 
pressed forward without appearance ^ rej^niog ok- 
^omplaint^ 

* I turned ag^ toward the Angela impatient to u^ 
quire from what secret source happiness was denveda 
ip a situation ^o di^erent from that in ii^hich it might 
have Wen expected : but he agsun prevented my rei 
^uest : * Ahnet,* . said Wf * ce^iember what thpu haft 
«een, andletthis memonal, b^ written upoii the tablet^ 
of thy heart. Remember^ Abnet, that the i^rorld ii| 
whicK thou art placed) is but the road to anotl^er ; and 
that happiness d^nds not upon the p^th, b^ttbe endi, 
the value of this period of my, existence is filled by^ 
^pe and fear. The wretch who wished to linger in, 
the garden, who looked round upon its limits with; 
terror, was destitute of enjoyment, because he was. 
destitute of hope, and was perpetually tormented by^ 
i(he dread of losing that which yet he #1 not enjoy & 
tiie song of the birds had been repeat^ tiU it was not. 
beards and the flowery had so often recucred, U»at their 
Beauty wias not seen ;. the riv^ glided by unnoticed ;> 
^d he feared to lift his ey^ to t^e piospect, kst he. 
Viould behold the lyaste that qircumscribed it. But 
be that toiled throudi the valley was happy, because; 
]^ looked forward with hope. Thus, to the spjcHimer- 
iyxm earth, it is of little moment, whedier die j>ath ^• 
i[ea(^be«tjnew^ wi^fiow^r« gr withil^OQl^* it he p^^ 
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ceives himaelf to approach those regions, in compri* 
aon of which the thorns and the flowers of this wil- 
derness lose their distinction, and are both alike impo* 
tent to give pleasure or pain, 

. < What then has Eternal Wisdom unequally dift- 
tributed ? That which can make every station happy, 
and without which every station must be wretched, is 
acquired by Virtue, and Virtueis possible to all. Re- 
member, Almet, the vision which thou hast seen ; and 
let my words be written on the tablet of thy heart, that 
thou mayest direct the wanderer to happiness, and jus- 
tify God to men.' 

While the voice of Azoran was yet sounding in my 
ear, the prospect vanished from before me, and I found 
myself again sitting' at the porch of thetemple. The 
tun was gone down, the multitude was I'etired to rest, 
and the solemn quiet of midnight concurred with the 
resolution of my doubts to complete the tranquillity 
o£ my mind. 

• Such, my son, was the vision which the Prophet 
vouchsaifed me, not for my sake only, but for thine. 
Thou hast sought felicity in temporal things ; and» 
therefore, thou art disappointed. Let not instruction 
be lost upon thee, as the seal of Mahomet in the well 
of Aris : but go thy way, let thy flock clothe thft 
naked, and thy table feed the hungry; deliver the 
poor from oppression, and let thy conversation be 
Above. Thus shah thou * rejoice in Hope,* and 
look forward ta the end of life as the consummation 
of thy felicity. 

Almet, in whose breast devotion kindled as ho 
•pake, returned into the temple^ and the stranger dev 
j^rted. in peace. -, 



Digitized by Google 



Uf /asvssTvum. ilP l|Si 



K* 115. TUESPAY, DEOEMBER. n, 1758, 



^ d9X% tp writp) wiio can or cannot nf4> . 

THKYwhpbave attentively considered theJbiAtiM^ of 
mankind, know that eveiy a^ has its pecMliar chaise? 
ter. At one tiiiie> no desire is fdt biit for military hor 
cours: eYery summer afForda battles and sic^s* and 
the world is filled with ravagei bloodshed, and devaar 
tation : thia sanguinary fury at lengith subsides* and 
nations are divided into mctionSf by pontroveraiea 
^bout points that will never be decided*. Men thei| 
grow weary of debate andaltercationt and appijr tbesH 
Selves to the arta of profit ; trading cpmpaniea ana 
fermedy manufactures in^rpved, and navigation ex^ 
t^ded : and nothing is any loog^. thoygbt.on» hssk 
the increase and preservation of property,, the artifi^ 
of getting money, and the pleaaures of spending it* 

The present age, if we consider chiefly tfa^ stata 
of our own country, may be stiled with gnoat pro* 
|»«ety The Age of Authors ; &r, perh^s» there 
never was. a tim^, in wldch n^en »f all di^;rees of 
ability, of every kind of education, of every, prpjest 
aion and employment, were posting with ardour so 
general to the press. The province of writing was 
formerly left to those* who by study, or appearance 
of itudyi were supposed to tmye gained knowledge 
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w>artainaWe hf the hnsf part of noiriiinid; hsa in 
ibese ^g^tened dirfs^ every man is quailed to in* 
ietrttct crory other man } and he that beats the anyili^ 
or giiidet the {dough* fiot coateot with mpplyingt 
ccHpor^ neeetaittes^ amuses himself in the hours o( 
i$^ur«» with' providing. inteUectuai pleasiveft for hit 
iQoimtiryBieB* 

. .It fltay beobseihred, thatof this* as of other evikfr 
oomplaints haive been maide l^ every generation ;r 
hat thoi^ it may, perhapt* be true* that at alC 
t^nes more have been willing than have been able t€t 
vfntef yet th«« is no reason for believingt that the 
dogmatical legions of the present race were ever 
egualkd in number by any former period ; for s€h 
widely is spread the itch c« Hterary pnuse* that al- 
most ev^ man is an author, either in act or in 
purpose^ ha» either bestowed his ^vours on diet 
pnblic, or withholds them* that they may bej 
more seasonably offered* or made mOre worthy of 
a^eptance*' 

•. In formear tinies* the pen* like the svrord* was con«^ 
^dcared as consigned by nature to the hands of men ;: 
the ladies contented themselves with private vir* 
tfes smd domestic excellence ; and a female writer^t 
like a female warrior* was considered a» a kind ol: 
eccentric' being; that deviated* however illustriously* 
fvom her due sphere of motion* and was* therefore^v 
rather to be gazed at with wonder* than countenanced 
by imitation. Butas the times past are said to have.- 
seen a nation of Amazons* who drew the bow a^. 
widdedithr battle-«3C* formed encampments and wasted . 
nadonl; thrievohttion of years has now produced a 
gl^neration'of AiBnixitt&.of thepen*who with the spi^ 
rit oir their predecessors ha?re ttet masculine, tyranny at : 
defiance^ assert^dr thetr claim* to die . regions oi sci- 
esce» and -seem rcfolvtd to contest thcusuipatioiis of". 
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.Some, iiwteed, there are of both' sexes, who afe 
authors only in desire but ha^e not yet attai*«d the 
power of executing their iatentbns; whose per*' 
tormances have not arrived at bulk sufficient to form 
a volume, or who have not the confidence, how- 
ever impatient of nameless obscurkv to solicit 
openly the assistance of the printer. Among these 
are the innumerable correspondents of public pa- 
pers, who ^re always offering assistance which no' 
man will receive^ and suggesting hints diat ate never 
ttiken, and who complain loudly of the perversenest ' 
and arrogance of authors, lament their insensibility 
of their own interest, and fill the coffee-houses with ' 
dark stones of peiformances by eminent hands^ 
which have been offered and rejected. 

To what cause this universal eagerness of writing * 
fCan be properly ascribed, I have not yet been able to j 
lliscover. It is said, that every art is propagated in • 
proportion to the rewards conferred upon it ; a posi- 
tion from which a stranger would naturally infer,* 
that literature was now Qessed with patronage far 
transcending the candour or munificence of the Au- 
gustan age^ that the road to greatness was open to* 
pone but authors, and that by writing alone riches* 
li^d honour were to be obtained. 

But since it is true, that writers, like other com- 
petitors, are very little disposed to fiivour' K>ne 
another,. it is not to be expected, that at a time 
when every man writes, any man will patronize;' 
9nd, accoidingly, there is not one that I can recol- 
lect at present, who |»-ofe8se8 .the least regard for 
the votaries of science, invites the addresses of learn- ' 
ed men, or seems to hope for reputation from any pen 
^ut his own. 

The cause, therefore, of this epidemical conspi« 
lacy for die .destruction of paper, must, remain a . 
9tGX0t ; aor caa I discover, whether we owe it if 
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the infltteocet of the coostelUtioasy or tbe btempe- 
lature of seasons : wheth^ the long continuaQce o$ 
the wind at.smy single point, or intoxicating vapours^ 
exhaled from the earth, have turned our nobles 
ao4 our peasants, our soldiers and traders, our 
men and women, all into wits, philosophers, andj^ 
writers. 

. It is, indeed, of more importance to search out 
the cure than the cause of this inteUectuai malady ;, 
and he would deserve well of his country, who, in* 
stead of amusing himself with conjectural speculations^ 
should find means of persuading the peer to inspect 
his steward's accounts, or repair the rural mansion o£j 
hie ancestors, who could rqdace the tradesman be- 
hind his counter, and send back the farmer to the 
mattock and the flail. 

. General irregularities are known m time to remedy, 
themselves. By the constitution of ancient Egypta 
the priesthood was continually increasing, tifi at. 
length there was no people beside themselves; the 
establishment was then dissolved, and the number 
of priests was reduced and limited. Thus among us» 
wnters will, perhaps, be muldplied, till no readers, 
will be found, and then the ambition of writing ipust 
necessarily cease. 

But as it will be long before the cure is thu8;^a->; 
dually effected, and the evil should be stoppe4fif it 
be possible, before it rises to so great a height, I could 
wish that both sexes would fix their thoughts upon 
some salutary considerations, vAach might repress 
their ardour for that reputation which not one of 
many thousands is fated to obtain. 
. X«et it be deeply impressed and frequently recot* 
lected, that he who has not obtained the prc^r qua- 
lifications of an author, can have no excuse for the 
arrogance of writing, but the power of imparting to 
mankind something necessary to be known. A man 
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unedttcated or nnlettered may sometimes start a useful 
thought, or make a lucky discorery, or obtain by 
chance some secret of naturey or some intelligence of 
facts, of which the most enlightened mind may be 
ignorant, and which it is better to rereal, though by 
a rude and unskilful communication) than to lose for 
ever by suppressing it. 

But few will be justified by this plea : for of th^ 
innumeraUe books arid pamphlets that hare oter* 
flowed the nation, scarce . one has made any additioa 
to real knowledge, or contained more than a trans- 
position of common senthnents and a repetition of 
eommon phrases. 

It wiU be naturally inqtored, when the man who 
feels an inclination to write, may venture to suppose 
himself properly qualified ; and, since every man is 
inclined to think well of his own intellect, by wha^ 
test he may try his abilities, witho^it hazarding the 
contempt or resentment of the public. 

The first qualification of a writer, is a ^hct 
knowledge of the subject Which he undertakes to 
treat ; since we cannot teach what we do not know^ 
nor can properly undertake to instruct others while we 
are ourselves in want of instruction. The next re- 
quisite is, that he be master of the language in which 
be ddivers his sentiments ; if he treats of science and 
demonstration, that he has attained a style clear, pure, 
nervous, and expressive ; if his topics be probable and 
persuasory, that he be able to recommend them by 
the superaddition of elegance and imagery, to display 
the colours of varied diction, and pour forth the music 
of modulated periods. 

If it be again inquired, upon what principles anv 
man shall conclude that he wants these powers, it 
may be readily answered, that no end is attained 
but by the proper means ; he only can rationally pre- 
fuise that he understands a subject, who has read 
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and compared the writers that hare hitherto discuiscd 
it» famiharized their arguments to himself by long 
meditations consulted the foundations of different 
systems, and separated truth from error by a rigorous 
examination. 

In like manner he only has a right to suppose that 
he can esqpress his thouighu, whatever they are, with 
persnicuity or elegances who has carefully perused 
the best authors, accurately noted their diversities of 
style, diti^ndy selected the best modes of diction, 
and famiharized them by long habits of atteutivt 
practice* 

No man is a rhetorician or philosopher by chance. 
He who knows that he undertakes to write on aue§> 
rions which he has never studied, may without nesi* 
ution determine, that, he is about to waste his own 
time and that of his reader, and expose himself to 
the derision of those whom he aspires to instruct : he 
that without forming his style by the study of the 
best models, hastens to obtrude his compositions on 
the public, may be certain, that whatever hope or flai^ 
tery may suggest, he shall shock the learned ear with 
baiharisms, and contribute, wherever his work shall be 
received, to the depravatioii of taate and the corrvptiQa 
«f language. 

T 
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I Mttuat ingens 

Imo in corde pudoTytnixfoque insAnla tucfSf 

Etfuriis agitatus amott 55* cwucia viriuu VIRG. 

Rage boiling from the bottom of lu^breast^ 
AncI sorrow mixM with shame his soul opprest ; 
And conscious worth lay laboring in bis thought ; 
And love by jealousy to madness wrought. JDRYDEN* 

THtJKDER and a ghost have been frecpendy intrp* 
duced into tragedy by barren and mechanicEii play- 
wrights, as proper objects to impress terror and asto- 
"nis^ent, where the distress has not been important 
enough to render it probable that nature would intef- 
pose for the sake of the sufferers, and where these 
objects themselves have not been supported by suitable 
sentiments. Thunder has. however been made use 
of with great judgment and good effect by Shak- 
^are, to heighten and impress the distresses of 
llear. 

The venerable and wretched old king is driven 
out by both his daughters, without necessaries and 
without attendants, not only in the nieht. but in 
the midst of a most dreadful storm, and on a bleak 
and barren heath. On his first appearance in this 
situation, he draws an artiid and patheti<> compa- 
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n$Qn beturixt the Beverity of the lempett md cf his 
diittght^t: 

Rumble thy belly faU ! spit, fir« I fpout,rtIii ! 
N«rrain, wind, thunder, fire, arc my daughters. 
I tax not you, ye elementi, with unkindaess ; 
I never gave you kingdom, cidlrdyou clnldren ; 
You owe me no subscription. Then let fall 
Your horrible pleasure. . Here I stand yoitr slave % 
A p3or, infirm, weak, and despised old man ! 

The storm continiiing vMk equal Tiolencey he 
drops for a moment the consideration of his . own 
miseries^ and takes occasion to moralize on the terrors 
which such commotions of nature should raise in the 
breast of secret and unpunished villaiiiy : 



-Tremble thou wretch. 



That hast within thee undivulgcd crimes 
Unwhipt of justice ! Hi4e thee, thou bloody hand ^ 
Thou peijurd, and thou simular of virtue 
That art incestuous !— 

— *Close pent*up guilts 
Rive your concealing continents, and ciy 
These dreadful summoners grace | — 

He adds with reference to \a$ own case, 

I am a man 
More sinn'd against, than sinning. 

Kent most earnestly' entreats him to enter a hovel 
which he had discovered on the heath; and oo 
pressing him again and again to take shelter there^ 
Lear exclaims. 

Wilt break my heart ?— 

Moch is contained in these four words } as if he had 
saidi * the kindness and the mtitude of this sienrant 
exceeds that of my own cfaikben. Tho,ug|^ I have 
giTCft thm a kingdom, yet have tl^ ^^y ^ 
o 5 
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jcardedflle/aild toSkfei a head so tAd isd white as 
mine to be exposed to this terrible tempest, while 
this fellow pities and would protect me from its 
rage. I cannot bear, this kindness from a perfect 
stranger ; it breaks my heart.' All this seems to be 
included in that rfiort exclamatioDy which another 
writer, less ^cquaihted with nature, would have dis- 
played at lar^e : such a suppression of sentiments 
plainly implied, is judicious and affecting. ' llie re- 

^flections that follow «t« drawn likewise nx>m an inti- 

rnate knowledge of man : 

When, the mind's free, 

The body's delicate : tie tempest in my mind 
Doth from my tenses Uke all feeling dse. 
Save what beats ther e 

Herp the remembrance of his daug^htcrs' behaviour 
rushes upon him, and h^ exdaims, mil of the idea of 
its unparalleled cruelty, 



-^sltni^tude! 



Is it not, as this mouth should tear this hand 
For lifting food to it ! 

He then changes his style, and tows with impotent 
menaces, as ifstill in possession of the power he had 
resigned, to revenge himself on his oppressors, and 
to Bteei his hreat mth fortitude s 

. ■ ■■ J ^.ril punish fctpT^g* 
No, I will weep no more ! ■ 

But the sense of his sufferiigs xeturna agaiB|,aiKl he 
foists the resolution he haii formed the moment 
*be^e; . . - 

Insuch'a^night* ...,..., ^ 
To shut me out ?^l*b)ir on, 1 wflT cn4u>6^ 
"' Itf iiteh a iiightas thli / ■■ > > ■ n - • - 
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At which, with a betutifttl a^Mbntpkd ht tuddenty 
iuldresses himself to his absent -diMi^hter^, tenderly 
lemtnding them <>f the iaTOurs he biMl to btely and 
•o libendJy confenred upon them : 

O Regan, Gonerill, 
Tour old kind father ; whose frank lieatt ^ave all ? ? 
O that way madness Iks ; let me sliuh thkt ; 

No more of that.! 

> 

The turns of passion in these |ew lines are so 
quidc and so vanous, that I thought they merited 
to be minutely pointed out by a kind of perpetual 
commentary. 

The mind is never so sensibly disposed to pity the 
misfortunes of othersyas when it 4s itself subduea and 
boftened by calamity. Adversity diffoses a kind of 
«acred calm over the breast^ th?^ is ^e parent of 
thoughtfiilness and meditation. The following re- 
flections of Lear in his next speech, when his passion 
ha^ vobsided ht a short inteiVal, are eijually proper 
4ad striking : 

Poor naked wretches, wberesoe'cr ye are^ 

That bide the pelting of this pitykss- storm ! 
How shall your houseless heads^ and unfed ^des, 
Yeur loop'd and window*d raggeduess, defend you 
From seasons such as these ! 

He concludes with a sentiment finely suited to his 
condition, and worthy to be written in dharacters of 
jgold in the closet of every monaixh updn earth : 

' O ! I have ta/cp . 

Too little care of this. T^ pjivsic,. pomp ! 
, Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel; 
That thou"may*st shake the sup'erflux to thett, 
And shew the Heaven's more just I ■ « ■>■ 

Lear beii^ at last persuaded to tkkeihelter in ih9 
.honl^ the .poret k» ah&Uy coAtrmd tl)ilo4s^ thece 
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Eck^ary the diieardfed 8011 of Gloucester, ivfao coun- 
ter&ts the character and habit of a mad beggar, 
haunted ' by an evil demon, and trhoae suppwad 
tufierinjrB are enumerated with an inimitable wild- 
Bess of fancy; < Whom the foul fiend hath led 
.through fire, and through flame, through ford and 
whirlpool, o'er boe and quagmire; that hath laid 
knives under his pmow, and halters in his pew ) set 
ratsbane by his porridge; made him proud of heart, 
to ride on a bay trottmg horse over four inch'd 
bridges, to course his own shadow for a traitor^-— Blesa 
thy five wits, Tom's a-cold!' The assumed mad- 
ness of Edgar, and the real distraction of Lear^ form 
a judicious contrast* 

* Upon perceiving 4he nakedness and wretchedness of 
this figure, the poor king asks a <|ttestiott that t 
never could read without strong emotions of pity and 
admiration : 

What ! hive hii dtn^iten broii|^t him to this pass f 
CoMn thou save nothii^ ? Didst thou; give chem all ? 

And when Kent assures him that die beggar hath no 
daughters ; he hastily answers ; 

' Death, traitor, nothing could have subdued nature 
To such a lowneis, but his unkind daughters. < 

Afterwards, upon the calm coni^plation of the 
inisery of Edgar, he breaks out into the following 
serious and pathedc reflection : * Thou wert better 
in thy grave, than to answer with thy uncovered 
body this extremity of the skies. Is man no more 
than this? Consider him well. Thou ow'st the 
worm no silk, the beast no hide, the sheep no woo), 
the cat no perfiime. Ha ! here's three of us are 
tflophisdcated Thou art the thong itself: unac* 
-aomrnodated man is 00. more than .such a poor» 
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bare, forked animal as thou an.^ Off^ ofF^ yota 
leodinffs ! Comey unbutton here.' - . 

Shakspeare has no where exhibited more inimi- 
table strokes of his , arty than . in this uncommon 
scene ; where he has so well conducted even the na- 
tural jargon of the beggar, and the jestings of the 
fooly which in other hands must have sunk into bur- . 
.les<]ue» that they contribute to heighten the pathetic 
to a very high degree. 

The neart of Lear having been agitated and torti 
1>y a conflict of such opposite and tumultuous pas- 
sions, it is not wonderful that his * wits should no>V 
begin to unsettle.* The first plain indication of th'e 
loss of his reason, is his calling Edgar a * learned 
Theban ;* and telling Kent, that «4ie will keep still 
with lipB |»hilosopher.' When he next ^jpears, he 
ima^nes he is punishing his daughters. The ima« 
f;ery is extremJy ftnmg^ and chius one with horr4)r 
to read it ; 



To have a thousand with re3 burning spitk 
Come'hizzing in upon them I ' ' f 



As the fancies of lunatics hiave im extraordion^ 
.force and liveiinesB, aiid render the objects of their 
ireozy as it were present to their eyes^ Lear actually 
thinks himself suddenly, restored to kis kii^om, and 
seated in judgment to try his daughters for thetr 
cmelties: 

Til see their tritrl first; briii| in the ^idehce. 
Thou robed man ofjuscice take thy {dace; 
And tbou, his jfpke-fellaw of pquity,. . 
Bench by his sue. You are of the commission, 
Sit you too. Arraign her first, \is Goheri H * ' 

And bere^ another, whose warpt looks prodaim^ 
»Wbrt store her heart is madt o f ■ ' ■ - 
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Here he inugiiiet that Rc^ eicapes gm of his 

handf 9 and he eagerly exclamu. 

Step her tlwre. 
AnoBf arms, tword, fire— Corruptioii in the place ! 
FaUe jufticar, why hase thou let her 'scape i 

A droimsunce follows that is 8tran|rely movin; 
indeed: for he £incies that his favounte domestic 
creatoresy that used to fawn upon and caress hinny 
and of which he was eminently fond, have now their 
tempers changed, and joined to insult him ; 

I T helittledogs and all. 
Tray, Blanch, and Sweetheart^ mc ! they bark at me^ 

fj!t again resumes his imaginary power, and orders 
them to anatomize Regan ; * See what breeds about 
her heart— Is there any cause in nature, that makes 
these hard hearts ? You, sir,' speaking to Edgar^ 
* I entertain for one of my hundred ;' a circumstance 
most artfully introduced to remmd us of the first 
aflront he received, and to fix our tJioughts on (he 
causes of his distraction* 

' General criticism is on all suljects useless and 
unentertaining ; but is more than commonly absurd 
'with respect to Shakspeare, who must i)e accon^ 
fNmied step by step, and scene by scefle, in his gr»< 
dual developements of characters and passions, and 
whose finer features must be singly pointed out, if 
we would do complete justice to ms genuine beam* 
ties. It would have been easy to have declared, 
in general terms <that the madness of Lear was 
very natural and pathetic |' and the reader might 
then l^ve escaped, what ^ may, perhaps, call a 
Bwltitttde of WeU-knowi). (^yotgtiimSf wx dies it 
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had been iaiposif fate to exhibit a perfect pctme of 
the secret workings and changes of Lear's mind». 
which vary in each succeeding passage^ and which 
render an allegation of each parti^lar sentiment 
^sqlutely iiecessary. 
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<Saught in the tnin wluch thou thyself hast laid. 

DRYDSN. 



TO TUB ADVKNTVRXIU 
fiilB, 

I WILL not anticipate the subject of this letter, bf 
relating the motives from wluch I have written it ; 
nor shall I expect it to be published, if, when you 
have read it, yon do not think that it contains more 
than one topic of instnictlmi. 

My mother has been dead so long that I do not 
temember her; and when I was in my eia^teenth 
year, I was left an orphan with a fortune c? twenty 
^ottsand pounds at my own disposal. I have been 
dften told, that I am handsome ; and I have some 
teasons to believe it to be true, which are very fac 
from gratifying my vanity or conferring happiness. 

I was soon addressed by many lovers^ fronic 
anong whom I selected Hilaiioi mc elder brother 
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of a good fami^^hose paierDsl ettate w^a someduDg 
more than equivalent to my foctune. 

Hilario was universally admifed as a man of sense ^ 
aod^ to confess, the tn^ not miich.less as a man oi^ 
pleasure. His chaiacter appeared to rise in propoFi* 
tion as it was thought to endanger those about him ; 
he derived new dignity not only from the silence of 
the men, but the blushes of the ladies ; and those* 
whose wit or virtue did not stlifer by the admission of 
such a guest, were honoured as persons who could 
treat upon equal terms with a hero, who was become 
formidable by the number of his conquests : his com- 
pany, therefore, was courted by all whom their fears 
did not restrain ; the rest considered him as moving 
in a sphere* above them, and in proportion as they 
were able to imitate him, they became vicious and 
petulant^ in their own circle. 

, I was myself captivated with his manner and con- 
versation ; I hoped that upon Understanding I should 
be able to engraft Virtue ; I was rather encouraged 
than cautioned bf my friends ^ and after a few months 
courtship I became his wife. 

During a short time all my expectations were gra- 
tSedf and I exulted in my choice, Hilario was 
at once tender and polite ; present pleasures were, 
heightened by the anticipation of future; my ima- 
gination was perpetually wandering among the scenes^ 
of poetry and romance ; I appropriated ievery luxuri- 
ous description of happy lovers ; smd beiieyedy that 
whatever time should take fron; desire, would be 
added to con^acency; and that in old age we 
should only exchange the tumultuous ecstacy <h love» 
for the caiiny rational, and exalted delights of friends 
ahip, which every year would increase by new recipro- 
cations of kindness, more tried fideUty, and implicit 
confidence. 

But from thia plesiaing dream it was., not Ipng befp^ 
7 
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I a^rakMl* A)4i0ilgk it M^aa ti» whole 'ftiid|r of wotj( 
life to uxute my .pleasure with th^e of Huario, ta 
irggulate my conduct t>y his wUU and thos proloog 
\he Mcity whi^H wa$ r^^cted firoia his' bosom tp 
mine ; yet his visits abros^d in which I was not a 
partv became more fr0i|«iint, aod his general behavi- 
our less Jund* I perceived th^t when we were alo^^ 
his smad was often (di)s^t, sind diat my prattle became 
^rksomec my assiduities to recover his atlentioDy and 
excite h^ to cheerfulness^ were sometime^ sufFefed 
^th a cold civilitvy ppmetimes wholly neglected, and 
sometimes j^vishly repressed as itlTtimm ofiiciou8«* 

r'Mf 1^ which he w^is rather distwbed dian obliged, 
wapy iqde^dy at length convinced> with whatever re- 
lua^iice, Aajb thither my person nor my mind had 
ajdy c^arm thi^ could stand in competition with va^ 
jig^ i a^d though) as I remembert I never even witb 
a)y lo^ upJpriMded him» yet I frequently lamented 
myself, and spent those hours in which I was forsaken 
i^y jiilario in solitude and tears. 

But niy distress still increased* and one injury made 
"jKay for another. Hilario> almost as soon as he 
^fea^ed to be kind, becmne jealous ; he knew that 
disappointed wishes^ and the resentment which they 
jroduce, concur to render beauty less soHcitous to 
^yoid temptation^ and less able to resist it ; and as I 
4id not complain of that which he knew I could nom 
^t discover, he thought he had greater reason to sua- 
jject that I made reprisals; thus his sagacity muiU 
Uplied his vices, and my virtue defeated its own 
puipose. 

Some maxims, however^ which I had gathered 
fyQnx novels and plays, were still uppermost in my 
^lind. I reflected often upon the arts of Amanda, 
and the persevering tenderness and discretion of 
Lady Easy ; and I believed, as I had been taug^ 
by the sequel of every story, that they cojold not be 
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yractiied withoitt tuccessy but against sordid stupidity, 
and obdurate ill-nature ^ against the Brutes and the 
Sidlensy whomi on the tontraiyy it was scarce a crime 
to punishy by admitting a rake of parts to pleasures of 
which they were unworthy* 

From such maxims, and such exanq>le89 1 therefore 
derived some hope. I wished earnestly to detect 
Hilario in his infidelity ; that in the moment of con- 
viction I might rouse his sensibility of my -wrongly 
and exalt his opinion of my ment: that I might 
coyer him with confusion, melt him with tenderness, 
and double hifll obligations by generosity. 

The opportunity for which I had so often wished,' 
but never dared to hope, ^ length arrived. I learned 
by accident one morning, that he intended td go in the 
evening to a masquerade; and I immediately 'con^ 
ceived a design to discover his dress, and follow him' 
to the theatre; to single him out, make some ad- 
vances, and if possible bring on an assignation, where 
in the ardour of his first address I might strike him 
with astonishment by taking off my mask, reprove 
him without reproach, and forgive him without parade; 
minglmg with the soft distress of violated affisctionr 
the calm dignity of injured virtue. 

My imagination was fired with these images^ 
which I was impatient to realize. My pride, which 
bad hitherto sustained me above complaint, and 
thrown a veil of cheerfulness over my distress, would 
not suffer me to employ an assistant in the project I 
had undertaken ; because this could not be done 
without revealing my suspicions, and confiding my 
peace to the breast A another, by whose malice or 
caprice it might be destroyed, and to whom I should* 
therefore^ be brought into the most slavish subjectiour 
without insuring &e secrecy of which my dependence 
would be the price. I, therefore resolved, at what* 
ever mk of disappointment or detectioni to tract him 



Digitized by Google 



1^ U7, ADmmmau IM 

to the warehouae where his habit was to be hired, and 
discofcr that which he should choose myself. 

He had ordered his chaiiot at eleven : ly therefore^ 
wra]^)ed myself up in an undress^ and sat alone in 
my room till I saw him drive from the door. I then 
came down» and as soon as he had turned into St. 
James's Street^ which was not more than twenty 
yards, I went after him, and meeting with a hackney- 
,€oach at the end of the street, I got hastily into it, 
and ordered the driver to foUow the chariot at some 
distance, and to stop when it stopped* 

I pulled up both the windows ; and after half aa 
.hour spent in. the most tormentine suspense and 
anxiety, it stopped' at the end of lavistock Street. 
1 looked hastily out of the window, hiding my lace 
with vpj handkerchief, and iaw Hilario alight at the 
distance of about ftHty yards, and go into a warehouse 
of which I could easdy disttnguish the sign. I wait- 
ed till he came out, and as soon as the chai^ was 
:OUt of sight, I diicharged the coach, s^nd going im- 
mediately to the warehouse that hilario had left, I 
K ended to want a habit for myself. I saw many 
g upon the counter, which I supposed had been 
brought out fer Hibrio's choice ; about these, tlierei- 
.fore, I was veiy inquisitive, and took particular notice 
oiz very rich Turidsh dress, which one of the ser- 
vants took up to put away. When I saw he waa 
about to remove it, I asked hastily whether it waa 
hired, and learned with unspeakable satisfaction, that 
it had been chosen by the gentleinan who. was juat 
gone. Thus &r I succeeded to the utmost of my 
hopes, not only by discovering Hilario's dress, but by 
.bia choice of one so very remarkable ; for if he had 
chosen a domino, ray scheme would have been ren- 
dered impracticable, because in a domino I could not 
^It^ly have distinguished him from others. 
_ ^ 4 bad now gained the inteUijpc^ I w4&ted» { 
f 9 
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<waB impatfdit to leave ifte ihop ; \fAikh k t^as not 
difficult to dOy as k was kt$t nlkd ndth ladktt from 
.two coachesy and the people were in a huny to accom- 
modate them. My dress did not attract much nodce» 
nor promise mudi advantage $ t was, therefoi^^ wil* 
lingly suffered to depart, upon sHghtly leaving; ^ivord 
that X would call agsnn. 

When I got into the street, I conndered thdt it 
would not have been prudent to hare, hired a lMSl» 
wha-e Hilario would either come to dress, or seM 
for that which he had hiied for him^df : I^ thei^r^, 
took dntfdier coach at the etid of tilottthiimptoii Street* 
land went to a vhop near the Hay«iarkai, ^here I had 
.before purchased a capuchin, aftd some other trides, 
and where I knew hahits weie tb be hired, though 
not in so public a manner as at odier places. 

I now netnrned home ; ^md such ^as d»s joy and 
•escpedtation wbieh my success kspired^ thsit I had 
4bi^t I had Mcceeded only in ao attempt, for 
ytiidtk I cotdd find neither motive iknt apology bft 
in my wretchednsss. 

During the interval between my return and tfie 
time when die doors of the theatre were to be opened, 
I suffered the utmost inquietude and impatience, t 
looked every moment at my watch, cotdd searce be« 
lieve that it did not by some accident g6 too slo^, and 
was continually listening to discover- whether it had 
not stopped :^but the lingeringhour at- length arrived ; 
and though I was among the first that entered, yclt 
k was not 'long before I singled out my victim, and 
found means to attract lus regard. 

I had, when I was at school, learned a way ofex- 
^ssii)^ the a^habet with my fingers^ which I hare 
since'discovered to be more generally known than at 
that ixme I imagined- HUario, during his courtships 
had once observed me using it t^ a lady who had beeb 
iny sekool-MoWi and would never let me itst tilll 
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had taught it him* In this maimer I saw my Turk 
conversiog with a Nun, from whom he tuddciuy turn- 
ed with an appearance of vexation and disappoint- 
ment. I thought this a favourabk opportunity to 
accost Inm; and, therefore^ as he passed by me, I 
pulled him gently by the deeve» and spelt with my 
hngers the words» *li understand.' At first I was 
alrad of being discovered by shewing my art ; but I 
ivflectedy that it would effectually secure me from 
bemg discovered by my voice, which I considered as 
the more formidable danger. I perceived that he 
waa greatly pleased ; and after a very short conversa- 
tionr which he seemed to make a point of continuing 
.in the manner I had besun, an assignation was made, 
. in. consequence of whioi we proceraed in chairs to a 
bagnio near Covent Garden. Dunne this joumev 
my mind was in great agitation; and it is diificuk 
. to determine whether pleMm« or pain was predomt* 
.aant. I did not, however, hH to antidfMite my 
trium]^ in the confusion of Hilario ; I conceived the 
manner and the terms in which I would address him, 
and exulted in the superiority which I should acquizie 
, by this o|^sittOR of his character to nuae. 
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^y blind impulse of eager passion driven. 

He vras ready to receive me when nj diaor ivas 
brought into the eiitryi and giving me hu hattd^ kd 
me hastily up stales. A« soon as we entered the 
room he shut the door, and, t^ydng off his mask, ran 
to me with the utmost ImfMtience to take off mine. 
This was theimportam moment ; but at this moment 
I discovered) "voth inexpressible astonishment and ter- 
ror, that the person with whom I was alone in a 
iirodiely was not Hilano^ but Clonus, a wiietdi 
whom I well remembered to h^ve seen sroong the 
rakes that he frequendy brought to his table. 

At this si^ht» so unexpected and so dreadful, I 
shja^ed aloudy and threw myself from him into an 
easy chair that stood by the bedside. Qqprinus, 
probably believing I had fainted, hastily tore away 
my mask to give me air. At the first view of my 
face, he started back, and gazed at me with the 
same wonder that had fixed my eyes upon him. 
But our amazement was the next moment in- 
creased ; for Hilario, who had succeeded in his in- 
tiigue, with whatever lady, happened to be in the 
next room, and either alarmed by the voice of dis* 
tress, or knowing it to be mine, rushed in at the 
door which flew open before him i but, at the next 
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0fcep, stood £i^ in the same stf^wr^faatbnishinent 
which had s^iztd va. After a moment's recollectiony 
he came up to me» and draggingr me to the candiey^ 
gaaed atcidfastly in my ^ce with a look solfrightful- 
^ Dcrer to be ibrgotten ; it was the pale counter 
nance of rage, which contempt .had distorted with a» 
aitiile ; his lips quivered, and he told me^ in a voic« 
scavce artiealate, that < though I might well be frights 
ed at haying stumbled iq)on an acquaintance -whom 
I doubted whether I could trust, ^ I should not 
have screamed so loud.' «. After this insult, he quitted 
ne with as much negligence as he could assume ; and 
bowing obsequiou^ to Caprinus, told hun, < he 
wouldleave me to his care.' Caprinus had not suffid-' 
int . jiiresence of mind to reply ; nor had I polrer to 
make any sfttempt, either to pactfy or retain Hilario. 

When he was gone I burst into tears, but was still 
unable to speak* From this agony Gaprinus laboured 
to relieve me i and I began to hope, that he sincerely 
participated my distress : Caprinus, however, soon 
appeafed to be chiefly solicitous to improve what, with 
respect to himself, he began to think a fortunate mis* 
cake. He had no conception, that I intended an assig- 
ffottflbn with my husband ; but bbHeved, like Hilario^ 
that I had mistaken the person for whom my favours 
were intended : while he lamented my distress and 
diSB^pdiitmenit, therefore, he pressed my hand with 
great ardor, wished that he hid been thought Worthy . 
of my confidence and nav love ; and, to iacilitate hisr 
(fesign upon the wife of^ his ^nd, deckred himself 
a msin of honour, and that he would maintain the dha* 
rMfer at the hazard of his liie. 

To such an aiftdiiess, in such ciraunstances, What 
€Ottld I reply i Grief had disarmed my resentment, 
and ^ pride of snspected virtue had forsaken me. 
I expressed myself, not in reproaches but complaints*^ 
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him to trii me, •how he had procured hk haSak, and 
whether it had not been hired hj Hihrio?* He 
seemed to be struck with the <]uestton, and the man* 
ner in which I urged it : < I hircdtt,' said he, * my- 
self, at a warehouse in TaTistock Street ; but wImi I 
came to demand it, I was told it had been the mh- 
ject of much confusion and dispute* When I made 
my agreement, the master was absent ; and the ser^ 
▼ant neglecting to acquaint him with it at his return* 
he aftowards, in the absence of the servant, made 
{JM same agreement with another ; but I know not 
with whom ; and it was With mat difficulty that h» 
was broueiht to relinquish his daim, after he had been 
convinced of the mistake.* 

I now clearly discovered the snare in which I had 
been taken, and could only hunent that it was impose 
siUe to escape. Whether Caprinus began to conceive 
my design, or whether he was indeed touched at 
my distress, whi^ all his attempts to alleviate in- 
creased, I know not ; but he desisted from further pro* 
testations and importuninr, and at my earnest request 
procured me a chair, and Idt me to my fortune. 
. I now reflected, with inconceivable anruish, upon 
the change which a few hours had made m my con* 
dition. I had left my house in the height of expee- 
ution, that in a few hours I should add to the dignity 
of an untainted rq>utation the felicity of conjugu en- 
dearments. I returned disappoint^ and degraded ; 
detected in all the circumstances of guilt, to which 
I had not approached even in thought ; having jusd* 
fied the jeal<Misy which I sought to remove, and for- 
feited the esteem which I ho]^ to improve to vene- 
ration. With these thoughu I once more entered 
iny dressing-room, which was on the same floor 
ivith my chamber, and in less than half an hour I 
heard Hilario come in. 
. He went immediately to his chamber I and beuBip 
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mid thai I ^9 111 tke next roemr he locked the door^ 
bnt did not go to bed, for 1 could hear him walk 
backwaid and forward all the night. 

Early m die morning I settt a sealed billet to him 
^ his valet ; for I had not made a ooniidante» evea 
bt my woman : it contained oiriy a pressing intreaty 
td be beard, and a solemn atsereration of my innoib 
icence, which I hoped it i^^uki not be im})OBsible to 
^▼e^ He sent me a verbal answer, that I might 
come to him : to ^m^ therefore, I went, not as a judge 
i>ut a criminal ; not to accuse him whom I knew 
to be gwky, but to justify myself, whom I knew to 
be innocent; and, at diis moment, I would have 
gi^en the world to have been restored to that 8tat% 
which the day before I had thought mtolerable. 

I found him in great agitation ; which yet he lai^ 
boured to conceal. I, therefore, hasted to relate my 
^rcHect, the motives from which it was undertaken, 
and. the meand by which it had been disappointed 
He heard me with calmness and attention, till I re- 
lated the particular of the habit : this thnew him into 
d new fit of jedousy,' and starting from his seaii^ 
> What^' said he, < have you paid for this intellL* 
gence ? Of whom could you learn it, but the MnretcJh 
^th whom I left yo« ? Did he not, when he found 
Vou were disappcnnted of another^ solicit for himself ^ 
Here he paused for my reply ; and as I could not 
deny the fact, I was silent ; my inviolable regard- {or 
truth was mistaken for the confusion of guilt, and 
'isqualk prevented my justification. His passion re- 
tornedi with yet greater violence. * I know,' said he, 
"* that Caprinus related this incident, only that you 
il^ght be- enabled to impose upon my credulity, and 
^hkt he might obtain a participation of the favours' 
^liich' you lavished upon others : but I am not thus 
%o lie deceived by the concurrence of accident with 
CQAding^ nor FecoocSed to the infamy which you have 
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hrottght vfon mv name/ With this iajuiioiis re^ 
proach he would have left me ; but I caugpt hold of 
himy and intreated that he would go with me to the 
warehog8e» where the testimony of peraons, wholly 
disioteretted* might convince lum that I was there im- 
mediately afi^rhimf and inquired which dress he had 
chosen. To this request be replied, by asking me, in 
aperemptory tone, < Whether Caprinus had not told 
me where the habit was hired ?* As I was struck 
with the suddenness and the design of the question, I 
had not fortitude to confess a truth whi^h yet I dis* 
dained to deny. Hilario again triumphed in the sue* 
cess&l detection of my artifioes ; and told me, with c 
^neer of insupportable contempt and derision, that * he 
who had so kmdly directed me to find my witnesses^, 
was too able a solicitor not to acquaint them what testi- 
mony they were to give*' 

Expostulation was now at an end, and I disdained 
to intreat any mercy under the imput^n of guilt. 
All that remained, therefore, was still to hide my 
wretchedness in my bosom ; andy if possible, to pr«y 
.serve that character abroad, which I had lost at home. 
But this I soon found to be a vain attempt | it wai 
immediately whispered, as a secret, that, < Hilario^ 
who had long suspect^ me of a criminal correspond^ 
cnce, had at length traced me from the masquersuie to 
a bagnio, and surprized nie with a fellow.' It wa^ 
in Tain for me to attempt the recovery of my charac- 
ter by giving another turn to this, report, for jthe prin* 
cipal foctt I could not deny ; and those who appear* 
ed to be most my friends, after they had attended to 
what they call nice distinctions and minute circum* 
stances, could only say that it was a dark afiair, and 
• they hoped I was not so guilty as was generally be- 
lieved. I was avoided by my female acquaintance aa 
infamous : if I went abroad, I was pointed out with 
ii whisper and ^ nod $ and if I suye44t|iome| Iwf 
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ao ^ebiitinyMnrant's. Thote^ iiriiote lencjr I had 
silently censured by declining to practise h, now re* 
venged thems^es of the yirtue l^ which they were 
condemned, and thanked God they had never yet 
picked up fellows, though they were not so sijoeamisk 
as to rdRise going to a ball. But this was not the 
worst ; every libertine, whose f<Htune adthorized the! 
insolence, was now making me ofiers of protection in 
nameless scrawls, and feared not to solicit me to adul- 
tery ; they dared to hope I should accept their pvopo^ 
sal by directing to A ]B, who declares, like CaprinuSf 
that he is a man of honour, and will not scruple to 
run my husband through the body, who now, indeed^ 
thought lumself authonzed to treat me with every spe* 
cies of cruelty but blows, at the same time that his 
house was a perpetual scene of lewdness and de- 
bauchery. 

. Reiterated provocation and insult soon became in- 
tolerable : I therefore applied to a distant relation^ 
who so &r interested himself in my behalf as to ob- 
tain me a separate maintenance, with which I retired 
into the country, and in this world have no hope but 
to perpetuate my obscurity* 

In this obscurity, however, your paper is known ^ 
and I have communicated an adventure to the Ad- 
venturer, not merely to indulge complaint, or gratify 
cudosity, but because I think it confirms some princi- 
ples which you have before illustrated. 

Those who doubt of a future retribudon, may re<^ 
fleet, that I have been involved in all the miseries of 
guilt, except the reproach of conscience and the fear 
of hell, by an attempt yMdtk was intended to reclaim 
another from vice, and obtain the reward of my own 
virtue. 

My example may deter others from venturing to 
the verge of^ rectitude, and assuming the J4|>pearance 
of eviL On the other hand^ those who judge of 
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mere appearaooea without cbanty> msnf remark, that 
BO conduct was ever condemned with leas shew of 
ii^urioua severity, nor yet with less justice than mine. 
Whether my nanative will be believed indeed I can** 
not determine ; but where innocence is possible, it is 
dangerous to impute guUt, < because with whatsoever 
judgment m^ judge they shall be iudgedi' a truth 
which, if it was remembered and believed by all who 
profess to receive it upon Divine Authority, would 
impose silence upon the censorious, and extort can* 
dour from the selfish. And I hope that the ladies, 
who read my story, will never hear, but with indig- 
oation, that the understanding of a Libertine is a 
pledge of reformation.; for his life cannot be known 
without abhorrence, nor shared withoi - uin. 
I am, Sir, 

Your humble seryant, 

DeaiusuOKiv 
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JjOtw* r^fput^ avtditm dftmand'^ ^ 

Spiritum^ ^uam si Lybiam remeih 
GaSbusjungaSy et uterque Ptenu* 

ByTirtue'spnoeptttoconttou) \ 

llie thiiSty craviBgsof the soul, 

Is over wider realms to rf(\gn. 

Unenvied pionarch, than if Spain 

You could to distant Lybia join, 

And both the Caxthage* were thine. 'FRANCIS. 

When Socnttes was asked, < which of mortal m«o 
was to be accounted nearest to tlie Gods in happi- 
ness ^ he answered, * that aiaoi who is in want of 
the few^t things.' 

In this answer, Socrates left it to be guessed hf 
his auditors, whether, by the exemption from want 
which was to constitote happiness, he meant ampli- 
tode of possessions or contraction of desire* And, 
mdeed, there is so little dif&rence between dienx^ 
that Alexander .die Great coo&^ed the iidiabitant 
of a tub the next man to the mastor of the world ; 
and left a declaration to future Mfes, that if he was 
not Alexander, he should wish to oe Diogenes* 

These two states, hoiwcfver, thou^ they resemble 
each oilier in their consequence, difier widely with 
respect to the facility with which they nay be at* 
tained* To make great acquisitions can happen to 
tfery &w ; and in & uncertainty of human aCurs, 
ffli joany it, will he incident to labour sithont x/^ 

TQL. XXY* 4K 
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ward, and to loie what they aheady pdatets by an* 

deavours to make it more ; some Will always want 
I Sibilitieay' and othen opportanitiet» to accumulate 
wealth. It is therefore happy, that nature has al* 
lowed us a more certain and easy. road to plenty; 
every man may grow rich by contracting his wishes^ 
and by ouiet acouiesoenco 4n what has been given 
him, wxfflj the absence of more. 

Yet so far is almost every man from emuladng 
the happiness of the Gods* by any other means than 
grasping at their power; that it s^eios to be the 
great buuness of life to create wants as &st as they 
are satisfied. It has been long observed by mo^ 
ralistSy that every man squanders or loses a great 
part of that life, of which ^ery man knows ^and 
deplores the shortness : and it may be remarked 
with equal justness, that though every man lamenu 
his own insufficiency to his happiness, and knows 
himself a necessitous and preoffious being, inces- 
santly soliciting the assistance of others, and feel- 
ing wants which his own art or strength cannot 
supply ; yet there is no man, who doet not, by the 
superaddition of iinnatural cares, render himself 
•tul more dependent; who does not -create an ar« 
l^ficial povertv, and su&r himself to feel pain for 
the want of ttiat, of which, when it is gained, he 
can have no enjoyment. 

It must, indeed, be allowed, that as we lose part 
of our time because it steab away silent and invi- 
sible, and many an hour is passea before werecoli. 
lect that it is passmg; ao unnatural desires insi* 
nuate themselves unoMcrved into the mind, and 
we do not perceive that they are gaining upon us^ 
till the nain which they ^ve us awakens us to nor 
tfce. No man is sufficiently vigilant to take ac- 
count of every minute of hk life, or to watch eveij 
iHottoo of his h^art. Much of our Itnie likewise li 
6 
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saerificed to custom; we trifie, teeante we tee 
others trifle: in the same maimer we catch from 
examine the contagion of desire ; we tee aU about 
t» busied in pursuit of imaginary good, and begin to 
bustle in the same chace, lest greater actirity AoM 
tii»n^«feru8. 

It is true, that to man» as a member of socie^, 
many things become i^essary, whichy periiaps, m 
a state of nature are superfluous ; and that many 
dungs, not absohitely necessary, are yet so useful 
and conrenient, that they cannot easdy be spared. 
I will make yet a more ample and liberal concession* 
fin opulent states and regular governments, the 
temputions to wealth and rank, aod to the distinc* 
dons that fbUow them, are such as no force of un« 
derstanding finds it easy to resist. 

If, therefore, I saw the quiet of life disturbed 
only by endeavours after wealth and honour; by 
tolicitud^, which die world, whether jusdy or not, 
considered as important; I should scarcely have 
liad coura^ to inculcate any precepts of modera- 
tion and forbearance* He that is engaged in a pur« 
«itt, in which all mankind praless to be his rivals^ 
IS su]^ited by die andiority of all mankind ia 
the proseentioa of his design, and will, therefore^ 
scarcely stop to hear the lectures of a soHtaryphi* 
losopher. Nor am I certain, that the accumttla«> 
don of honest gain ought to be hindered, or the am^ 
Inuon of just honours always to be repressed^ 
^Whatever can enable the possessor to comer any 
benefit upon others, may be desired upon virtuouf 
principles $ and we ought not too rashly to accuse 
any man of intending to confine the influence of hit 
aoouisidons to himsdf. 

But if we look round upon mankind, w]x>iil 
shall we find among those diat fortune permits to 
form t^heir own manners, th^ k not tor^endng Jm^ 
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fdif whh. a wish ibr «oiii0thing, of which aU tsh^ 
pieasure i^d all the henefit v^ cease at the mo<» 
meiit of attainment? Ohe man is begjzaun^ hia 
poeterity to biiild a houses which when hoishect he 
fi^ver will inhabit; another is levelling mountain^ 
to open a prospect^ which, when he luis once en^ 
|oyed iU he can enjojr no more; another is paint- 
ing cieUflgSy oarVing wainscot and filling his apart* 
ments wnh costly fomiturey only that some neigh« 
bouring housa may not be richer or finer than hii 
own. 

That splendour and elegance are not desireaUe^ 
I am not so abstracted frodn life as to inculcate ; 
but if we in(|uirc closely mtio the reason for which 
they are esteemed* we shaU find them valued prin« 
t:ipallyas evidences of wealth. Nothing, therdbrc^ 
tan shew ^ater depvavity of understanding, dian 
to delight m tiie shew when the reality is wanting $ 
or vohmtanly to become poori .that strangers may 
fora ti^ imagine us to be ridu . 

But there are yet mittuter objects and more tri- 
Aing anxieties. Men may be found, who are kept 
from sleq> by the want of a shell pardcidarly va- 
riegatsd-; irho are wasting their Mves, in stratagem^ 
to dbtaiik' a book ~ in a language whidi they do not 
understand; who pine with envy at the flowers of 
finodier * man's parterre ; who hovor like vulture! 
round the owner of a fossil, in hopes to plunder 
his cabinet at his death ; and who would not much 
Yegretto see a street in flames, if a box of medals 
might be scattered in the tumuk. 

' fie that imagines me to speak of these sages in 
terma exag^rated and . hyperbolical^ ins conversed 
but little with the race of virtuosos* A slight ac^ 
ftuaintance with: their studies, and a » few visits to 
weir assemUies, would inform him, that* nothing is 
•o worthless, hut that prgwiictr and caprioe cat 
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ff^ it Take ) iidr any diing^ of so littlo iwc» bat that 
Sf indnlging an idle competitioo or unreaaosiaUe pride, 
ftman may make it to mmself one of the necetsaric* 
of Itfe, 

Destiea like these, I may sordy, without incur* 
ting the censure of moroseness^ adfise erery man 
to repel when they mrade his mind ; or if he ad- 
mits them, never to allow them any mater influ- 
ence than is necessary .to me ^etty enmoyments the 
power of pleasing, and diversify the day with slight . 
amusements. 

An ardent wish, whatever be hn object, wiH 
always be able to intenru|* tranquillity. What we 
believe ourselves to want, torments us not in pro- 
portion to its real value, but according to the esti* 
ttation by which we have rated it in our own minds: 
in some diseases, the patient has been obseived to 
long for food, which scarce any extremity of hun- 
wef would in health have compelled him to swal- 
K>w ; but while his organs were thus depraved the 
craving, was irresistible, nor could any rest be ob- 
, ttined till it was appeased by comjpliance. Of the 
same nature are the irregular appetites of the mind ; 
thfoueh they are often excited by trifles, they are 
equafly disquieting with real wants: the Roman, 
who wept at the death of his Uunprey, felt the 
same degree of sorrow that extoru tears on other 
occasions. 

Inordinate ^ttwntp of whatever kind, ou^t to 
be repressed upon yet a hig^r consideration ; the^ 
must be considered as enemiei not only to Happi- 
ness but to Virtue. There are men among those 
commonly reckoned the karaed and the wise, who 
spare no stratagems to remove a competitor at an 
auction, who will sink the price of a rarity at the 
expence of truth, and whom it is not safe to trust 
flone in a library or cabinet. The^e are faults^ 
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whidb t^ Sraaimtf seem to- look vpoii aa joculi^ 
iQiachiefiif or to thiok excsued by the mleiice of. 
tb^ taaxfWtktnt but, I shall. dw^s £ei»r that he»- 
who accustoms himself to fraud in little things, wants « 
only C9>portiCBi^ to practise, it ip gi^ater } < he tkat 
has h^cki^d mmselt by kSimg a sheep/ says^ Pytha* 
gorast < will witli le^s -reluotaDce died the blood of a^- 
raani' . 

To prize ever^ thing according to its real use,, 
ought to be the aim of a raUaMl being. - There %te 
few things which can much conduce to .Ha[^nea9t. 
ahdy therefore^ few. thtc^ to- be ardently desired. 
He that looks upon ^ 4m8ineas and bustie of the 
world, with :the philosophy widi "^ich Socrates, sur- 
veyed the fair at Athens, wiU turn away-at kst with: 
his exclamation, < How many things are here whidt^ 
I do not want !' . • • 

T 
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'Ultima^ semper 



Expettanda dies bominiy dicfgue beatus 

AfUeobitum nemo supremaque funera debet, OVID, ' 

' But no frail iilais hci^f»f^ gfttat «r lligh/ 

Can be condodcd blett.befere^e im ADDISON^, 

Thb. num^'Ous miseiies of kutnap li& ha^e extorted 
in all ages aD.aniyefsal e^nipl^Dt. The ^irisest of 
men terminated all his e^perimeDts in March of h^ppi* 
Bess, by the mournful confessioti» thit ^ all is vtmity ;' 
and the ancient patriarchs laioenUdy that ^ the d*^ oi 
th^ pil^image Wiere few aiod ef iL' • 
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•There ia, kktmii, no tiopic 09 wkidft it ismore ski- 
pei^uGttSto acciiiiiiiilMe«QdK>ntie8» nor any assertkni oft 
wbjcH our onfln cyet mdil more-etaiy dscovovjor oav* 
•enaatioD^ morefre^eotly impress the tnitlvthaBy thud • 
nusery- is the lot 4K man, diat our present iState 19 sj 
stateofdaager and infelicity* » 

. When we. take the most distant pro^ct of !%#/ 
iirhat does it piesent ns Imt a chaos or naMppoMssy . 9* 
Qoi^iuied and tnmttkoons scene of labour and contest»: 
dis^poiflltmeiit and defeat ? If wei4ew past ages ia; 
die reflection o£ history^ what do they offer to onr • 
meditation but crimes and cakmiiKs ?' One year is di* ' 
stingoished by a femine, aaotber hy an . eartbqoake y 
kmgdoms are made desolate, sometimes hy wars, and: 
sometimes by pestilence ; the peace of tne world is 
intermpted at one time by the caprices of a tyrant, at? 
snother by the ra^ of a aonqneror. The m emor y , 
is scored only with vicissitades cf evil ; and the -happi«^ 
ness, such as it is, of one part of mankind, is found tor 
arise CQmpionly from sanguinary success, from victo- 
ries which cooler upon them the power,* not so mucfar 
pf improving life by any new emoyment, as of inflicM 
ing misery on others, and gratifybg -their own pride 
by comparatiye greatnessb 

But by him that, examines life with a more close 
attention, the happiness of theworld will be found still 
less than it appears. . In some intervak of public pros« 
perity, or to use terms more proper, in some inters 
misaons of calamity, a general dittusion of happiness 
may seem to overspread a- people ; all is triumph and 
exultation, jollity and plenty ; there are no pubHc fears 
find dangers, and * no complainings in .the streets.' 
But the condition of individuuds is vo^ litde mended 
by this genee^ calm : pain and malice and discontent^ 
sull continue their hacvpck ; the silent depradation goes 
jqce^samly forward; and die grav* oontm^ W h$. 
fibbed b]i;tdiemimt|)£ma:ovr«r • . ^ 
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He that entert a gaj aMemblyt bdioMi the dieer- 
fulness displayed in every coimteiiaiice» and finds alt 
sitting Taomt and disengagedy with no other attention 
than to give or to receive pleasure ; Vould naturally 
im^ne^ that he had reached at kuft the metropolis 
of felicity, the place sacred to gladness of heart, firom 
whence all fisar and anxiety were ineversS)ly excbd* 
cd. fiuchy indeed, we may often find to be the opi« 
cion of thoae, who from a tower stadon look up to Uie 
pomp and gaiety which they cannot readi ; out who 
IS there of those who frequent these luxurious asseni- 
Uiestthat will not confisss fais,owB uneasiness, or can- 
not recount the vexations and distresses that prey 
upon the lives <^ his gay companions I 

The world, m its best sute, is nothing m(Mnethan a 
larger assembly of beings, combining to counterfeit 
happiness which they do not feel, employii^ every art 
and contrivance to embellish life, and to hide their 
xeal condition from the eyes of one another^ 
• The species of happiness most obvious to the ob* 
iervation of others is that which depends upon the 
goods of fortune; vet even this is often fictitious* 
There is in the world more poverty than is generally 
imagined; not only because many whose possessions 
are large have desires still larger, and many measure 
their wants by the gratifications which others enjoy ; 
Jkmt great numbers are pressed by real necesnties which 
It is their chief ambiuon to conceal, and are forced 
to purchase the ^pearance of competence and cheer* 
fulness at theexpence of many comforts and conveni« 
encies of life. 

' Many, however, are confessedly rich* and many 
more are sufficiently removed from all danger of real 
poverty: but it has been long 9gb remarked, that 
jnoney cannot purchase quiet ; the highest of mankind 
j^anpromiip, themselves no exemption from that disii 
•ftrd 01 ^\ispi(;ioD| by which $be sweetness of domeslit 
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mbremenk is destroyed^ wd miut ah(rays be erea 
more exposed, in. the same degree as they are elevated 
above others, to the treachery of depenaenCs^ the cay 
luiqny oi defamers, and t)ie violence of opponents. 

Affliction is yuepa^able from our present state ; it 
adheres to.al) the inhahttan^ of this world in difieren^ 
proportions indeed, but with an allotment which seems 
yery little regulated by pur own conduct. It has been 
the boast of sone swelling moralists, that every man's 
fiirtime was in his own power, that prudence suppUed 
the ..place of all other divinities^ and thath^)piness is 
the unfailine consequence of virtue. But, surely, th^ 
qittver of Omnipotence is stored with arrowy, agamst 
which the shield of human virtue, however adamantinf 
it has been boasted, is held up in vain : we do noi^ 
always isuffer by our cripes^j we ace not always pro* 
tected by oor innocence. 

A Good Man is by no means exempt from the dasf 
ger of suffering by the crimes of others ; even his 
goodness m^y raise him enemies of implacable malic« 
«nd restless .perseverance : the . Gk>od Man has nevef 
been warranted . by . Heaven £rqm the treachery of 
^ends, the disobedience of children, of the dishonesty 
pf a^'wife^ ,he may see his cares made useless by pro*> 
^(>n». his instructions defeated, by perversenessr and 
hi#:kindne8s rejected by ingratkude ; he may languish 
under the infamy of false accusations, or perish ref 
p^oachiuUy by an unjust sentence. 

A Good Man is 8ubject» like other mortals, to a]| 
the influences of natural evil : his harvest is not spared 
by the tempest^ nor his cattle by the murrain ; hif 
house flames like others in a* confla^atioq ; nor have 
his ships any peculiar power of resisting hurricanes ; 
his mind, however elevated, inhabits a body subject tp 
innumerable casualties^ of which Imi vp^^ always sharf 
the;.dAn2ers and the pws ; he bears about hiiA the 
«eed«^diBCia«c» W. m^f Urigei:.aw»y > gf^ f9f%^ 
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liislifeuiider the tortures of the gout or atone; atone 
time groaning with insufferable anguish^ at another ciift* 
solved in listkssness and languor^ 

From this general and mdiscnminate distrihn^on 
of misery^ the mondisti hare ahvayi derived one of 
their strongest moral afgonents for a Future State;- 
for since the common events of the present life hap* 
yen alike to the good and bad, it follows from the Jus* 
tice of the Supreme Beinfir, that there must be another 
ttateof existenccy^n which a just retnbution shall be 
made, and everyr man shall be faaqspyrawi flsiserableec- 
cording to his works. 

The miseries of life may» perhapi> afibrd some 
oroof of a foture state, compared as well with the 
Af ercy as the Justice of God. It is scarcely to be 
imagined, that Infinite Benevokiice would create a 
being capable of enjoyine so much more thai is here 
to be enjoyed, and qualined by nature to prolong pain 
by remembrance, and anticipate it by terror^ if he was 
hot designed for something nobler and better than a 
state, in which many of his feculties can serve only for 
his torment : in which he b to be importuned by de« 
sires that never can be satisfied, to feel many evils which 
he had no power to avoid, and to fear many which 
he thsil never feel : there will surely come a time» 
when every capacity of hs^ypiness shall be filled, and 
none shall be wretched but by his own feult. 

In the mean time, it is by affliction chiefly that the 
heart of man is purified, and that the thoughts are fixed 
upon a better state. Prosperity, allayed and imperfect 
as it is, has power to intoxicate the imagination, to fix 
the mind upon the present scene, to produce confi- 
dence and elation, and to make him who enjoys afflu* 
ence and honours forsetthe hand by wMch they were 
bestowed. It is sel&m that we are otherwise, than 
by alBictiOn, awakened to a sense of our own imbecilit]^ 
^T tavght tp know how Itttit all our .jic^sitions «a«. 
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toadttce to safety or to quiet ; and how Jiutly ve may 
ascribe to the superintendence of a. Higher Power^ 
those blessings which in the wantonness of success we 
considered M the attainments of our policy or courage 

Nothing confers so much ability to resist the 
temptations that perpetually surround us, as an ha- 
bitual consideration of the shortness of life^ and the 
uncertsdnty of those pleasures that solicit our pursuit ; 
and this consideration can be inculcated only by afflic- 
tion. * O Death ! how bitter is the remembrance of 
thee, to a man that lives at ease in his possessions !* 
tf .our present state were one continued succession of 
delights, or one uniform flow of calmness and tranquil- 
Ikff we should never willingly think upon its end f 
dfiith would then surely surprise us as * a thief in the 
night ;' and our uskotduty would remain unfinished^ 
tiU^ the nijdit came, when no man can work.' 

While affliction thus prepares us for felicity, we 
may console ourselves under its pressures, by remem- 
bering, that they are no particular marks of Diving 
Displeasure ; since all the distresses of persecutioa 
have been suffered by those * of whom the world wat 
not worthy;' and the Redeemer of Mankind himv 
tdf was * a ma^ of sorrows and acquainted with grie£* 
T 
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Itaiitoafatopro/iigittf La^Mafmrnenit 
I4t9r4f>. Mulium ilk et terrisfMeMut et «/if .• 



Ijdulta tfuoque et bellof0ssus, VIRG." 

Ariins and the man I sing, who forced 4>y fate, 

«jc|«U'4 #ad*xil*d, left the Ttojanghore. 

Long labours, both by sea a;id \m^%h^ bore, 

^nd in the doubtful war. DRYDEN* 

%0 THE ApV|ajTIIRE|l, . 



.^ FEW nights ago, after I caise home Am tke 4a« 
vera, I tookiip-iiie* first veknie of your- pperp, 'whkb 
at present is deposited near the elbow chair/ in my 
chamber, and happened to read the fifth number, 
which contains the narrative of a Flea. After I fell 
asleep, I imagined the book still to lie open before me, 
and that at the bottom of the page I saw, not a Flea 
but a Louse, who addressed me with such solemnity 
of accent, that it brought to my mind some orations 
which I had formerly heard in Saint Stephen's 
chapel. 

Sir, said he, it has been remarked by those, who 
have enriched themselves from the mines of know- 
ledge by deep researches and laborious study, that 
cdbSiuDary beings are all mortal^ and diat life is a 
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.ftate of peypetoal peril and fliqaietnde ; iiiMh/indeedi 
liitiberto has been my expenenoe | and y>et I do^of 
reineml)!er» that I hare brought calamity upon myself 
J>y any u&common deviatioiis either from viitue or 
pnidence* 

J I waa hatched io the head of a boy about eighs 
yearsi old, who arw placed under the care of a paneh 
nucsei and educa^ at the charity-schooL In tiiitf 
place, as in a pDpiiloufl city^- I* soon obtained a sieetle< 
ment ; ^d as, our state of adolescence is shorty had 
in a. few mon^s a numerous family. ThfS' indceiA 
was the happiesjt period of my hie ; I suffered Ikcls 
apprehe^aaioi^ fro^n the comb or the razors and f2»r«» 
ijaw ; 00' misfortune, except that our country should 
be overstocked, apd we should be compelled te 
wander, like the Bart^mans of the North, in seardi 
of another. Bia it happened that the lord of ou9 
soil, in an evil hour, went with some of his com^ 
panions-to .Highgate. Just at the top of the bitt 
was a stage and a mountebank, where seTeral ifeats 
pfwit and) humour werei performed % a.gendeniai) 
iv^th a gridiron upon lua back, who assisted' the 
doctor in his vocation* We were presently «<in tUb 
ixiidjg^^of the croiwd»f and soon afterward upon thf 
6tage^f> which the; hoy was persuaded to ascend, that 
l)y a sudden stroke. of .conjuration, a great quantity 
of gold might Jbe conveyed unden hisr hat* Under bis 
iiatf however, the dextrous rbut. mischievous opecator* 
having imperceptibly conveyed a rotten eggi dap 
ped ^s,.hand smartjy upon it, and shewed the au- 
nun potabile running do%n Ob «kch side,, to the- un^ 
jipe^ble deHght ofthe beholders, but to the -mat 
disappointment of the boy, and the total niin 'of our 
community. 

[ It is impossible to describe the confusion and dis- 
tress which this accident instantly produced among 
JOS : we were at onc^ buried in a ^uag, iatolerabiy 
Vol. XXV, % 
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(loiapfleiey wi ♦ iriwpei-ably nsdd t thdsi^ ylio M^ 
he^ OYertHrned in its passage^ ibi»4 it iintK>9nl>l^ 
|0 reoorer their sitnation; and the ft^ vAko hiip-* 
pODing to lie near the bonlert of the tuffinioOt had 
with the utmost efforts of their strength crawled td 
|bo4e ]»rt6 which it bad imv tea^i^^ laboufedf in 
vain to free themftelTcs from shaektfes, Which etcry 
moment became more stroag as tite substai^c^ 
wlttch fehned diem grew taote hnrd^ and threaten* 
^ in a short dme totally td dejyrke ttiem of ^ 

Cirer of motion. I was myself among this num' 
f and cannot even now recoDect my situatioti 
wi^nt sbuddermg at my dattgen Ii^ the meaft 
time the *^«^^Aito lbr enchatAed gold, w^o' hi thii 
search of pleasure bad found o^y dirt and htmgni 
weariness and disajipointment, refteetii^ that his 
•tden holiday was at an end) returned forlorii aiid 
(tisconscdatc to his nurses The nose df thi* good 
Hioman was toon offended by an unsavdnry smelly 
and it was not long before she discovered wllence it 
proceeded. A fow queatioB6> and a good thump oil 
the back* brought the whole secret t6 light* and the 
Mincpieiity that he might be at once {Kirified and 
•Uniskedi^ was carried to the next pump-, where hii 
held was held under the tp^at t3l he ted- received. 
Has dtsciphne.of a pickpocket. He was indeed tes4 
acsir beiil^ drowned ; but his sulfi^rhigs were nothing 
JB comparison of ours. We were overwhelmed wltS 
« aecood inundation-^ the cataracts, ifi^ich burst 
upon us with a noise tenfold more« dmdful tfaail 
4inillder» swept ur by luindreds before them, aiid th* 
£evr that remamed would ' not have had strength t& 
laeep jthcsr hold ag^nst< this impetuosity of the tor^ 
rent, if it had continued a few minutes longer.' "-l 
.was still^ among those ^ that escaped ; arid aner we 
-had a Ktde recovered from our fright, we found thA 
f£ we had lost cnu-friends^ we were released from t!xe 
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woMii lUa-aioe tlliich our own strength could never 
have broken. We were al«o delivered from the 
dread of sm emigration and a famine; and takings 
domfort in these reflections^ we were enabled to re* 
don^ ourselv^ without murmuring, to the fate of 
tboeewho had pciUied» 

« But the teriea of misfortunes which I have been 
doooied to suffer,, without respite, was liow t)egun,' 
The next dajr wa« Holy Thursday ; and the stupen- 
dous fociflg, who, without labour, carried the ruins 
oif our state ia^ pn>cession to the bounds of his parislii 
thought fit to break his wand hito ) cudgd as soon' 
9g he came home* This he was impatient to use ; 
and in an entfagment with an adversary, who had 
afmcd himself with the like weapon, he received a 
Btiroke ujpoa his head, by which my favourite wife and 
three ohikiita, the whole remains of my family, were 
carushed to atoou in a moipent. I was myself so near 
as to be thrown down by the concussion of the blow ; , 
and the boy immediately scratching his head to aUeyi- 
ate ^e smart, was within a hair of destroying me 
^mhhitnail. 

' I was so terrified at this accident that I crept down, 
to 'the nape of his neck, where I continued all the. 
rest of the -day ; and at night, when he retired to eat 
hU crust of bread in the chimney-comer, I concluded^ 
that t should at least be safe tul the morning, and' 
therefore begisin my repaat, which the dangers and' 
lAlsfertimes of the day had prevented. Whether^ 
haviiig longfasteds my rate was more keen than usual, 
or whether I had made my atuck in a more sensible 
part, I cannot tell ; b^ the t)oy suddenly thrust up 
his fingers *^ith so mudi speed and dexterity, that 
he kid hold 6f me, and aamed with all his fo;*ce to 
throw me into the fire ; in this savage atteippt he^ 
^#ould certainly have succeeded, if I had not dtucK 
R 2 
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betveen- his iingar and his naily and fdl short upoiK 

soroe linen that was hanging to dry. 

The woman, who took in washing».was employed 
by a laundress of some distinction ; and it happenedi 
that I had fallen on the shift sleeve of a celeorated> 
toast, who frequently made h^f appearance jit ccMUt.r 
J^ concealed myself with great caution in the plaits, 
and the next night had the honour to accompany he^* 
into the drawing room, where she was surrounded by 
rival beauties, from whom she attracted eirery eye» 
aiid stood with the utmost composure o( mind .and> 
countenance in the centre of admiration, and. desire* - 
in this situation 1 became impatient, of confinement, 
4nd after several .efforts made my way oul by hie& 
tucker, hoping to have .passed on under h^ hAndkefW; 
chief to her head ; but in this hppe I was dis^pppinted^; 
for handkerchief she had none. I was not, howerer^: 
yalling to gQ back, and as n^y station was -the principal* 
object of the whole circle, I was- soon discovered by; 
those wl^Q stood near. They gazed at me witL: 
e'ager attention, and sonaetimes turnejd towards ^ach 
other with very' intelligent looks; but , of this the^ 
lady topk.Qo notice, aff it was the common effect of 
tfiat profusion of beauty which she had been used to? 
fO}Xr uppii every eye ; the emotion, however, at length - 
cSicreased till she observed it, and glancing h^r eye. 
downward with 9 secret e3^uita;bton, she discovered the ? 
cause : pnde instantly covered thqse cheeks with; 
blushes which modesty had forsaken ; and as I waa 
8iow become sensible of my danger, I was hasting to 
retreat. At this insunt a young noblen^n^ who per^ 
ceive^d that the lady was become sensible of her dis* 
^ace, and who, perhaps, thougt^t that it might W 
deemed an indecorum to approach the place.. were I 
stood with ' his h^nd in a public assembly, stoope4 > 
down, i^id holding up his bat to his j&ce^.aijrected s^,- 
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,vio{9)tit a hk$t wwaxdfi met- from h» ibcmth; that I 
^nuihihsd Inhere it hka m 9tam in a whirlwind : »d 
tk^ nent mQment Ibund myielf in the toupee of a 
httl^i^ heaji»» whose attentioo was eoffmswd by thk 
widow ^a rich eiti^ePs with whoae plumb be hoped 
to pay his debts and protnre a new mistress. 

Ivt this pkee the hair was sd thin that it scarce 
afforded iDe shelter, eltcept a smrie row of curb oq 
each side« where the powder and greaae were iasiu 
perable obstaekt to my prog^ss : here, however, I 
COAtioued near a week, but it was in every respect a 
dreadful situstioa* I lived ia perpetua) solidtade 
and danger, aecluded from mv species, and exposed 
to the cursed claws of the valet, who persecuted mf 
every meniing and every nidht. la the mominflry it 
was with the utmost diificmty that I escaped mm 
being kneaded up in a lun^ of pomatum, or squeezed 
to death between the burning forceps of a crisping 
iron (.and at night, after I had with the utm6st \i^ 
laoce and dexterity evaded the comb, I was still 
liable to be thrust through the body with a pin. 

I frequently meditated my escape, and formed many 
projects to effect it, which I afterwards abandoned 
either as dangerous or impracticable. I observed 
that the valet had a much ly^er head of hair thai» 
his master, and ^t he 8Qnietinie8> wore the. same 
bag ; into the bag, therefore, one evening, I descended 
with great ctrcumspectioB, and was removed with it :r 
nor was it long before my utmost expectations were 
answered^ for the valet tied on my dormitory to hiar 
own hair the very text morning,; and I gained a new^ ; 
lettienvmt* * . 

. But the bag waa not the only part of the master^ 
dress whidi was occasflonally • appropriated by the 
servant, who being soon tifter my exploit detected in- 
wearily a laced frock before it had been left oC waa> 
tmned away at a; minute!a wanuogi and despHriny 
^ 3 
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to .obtain ji^eh{tfaicter» returned to the occupadion iA 
"wiuch he had been bred, and became joorneyman to 
a barber in the city, yurhOf up6n seeing a ^ecimen of 
his skill to dress hair a;-la-mode de la cour, was will- 
ing to receire him without a scrupulous examination 
of his morals. <► 

; This change in the situation of my patron was of 
great advantage to me | for I began to have more 
company and less disturbance. But among other 
persons whom he attended every morning to shavet 
was an elderly gendeman of great repute for natural 
knowledge^ a fellow of many foreign societies, and a 
profound adept in experimental philosophy. This 
sendeman, having conceived a design to repeat 
Leuenhoek's experiments upon the inerease of our 
species, inquired of the proprietor of my dwelling if 
he could help him to a subjedt. The man was sit 
first starded at the question ; but it was no sooner 
comprehended than he pulled out an ivory comb, 
ind produced myself 4md two associates, 6ne of whom 
died soon after of the hurt he received. 
^ The sage received us with thanks, and very care- 
fully conveyed us into his stocking, where, though 
it was not a situation perfectly agrteable to our nature, 
we produced a numerous progeny. Here, howevef, 
I suffered new calamity, and was exposed tanew 
danger. The philosopher, whom a aedentary and. 
Bcclusei life > had rendered extremely susceptible of 
cokU would often sit with his shins so near the fire, 
that «we.' were ' almost ^scorched to death before Titt 
«oidd get roii|)d to the calf for shelter. He was aho 
subject to frequent abstractions of mind ; and at these 
times many or 'us \xdxe been miserably destroyed by 
his broth or his tea, which he would hold so much 
on one. side that it would run over the vessel, and 
•vorflow us with a scalding deluge from his knee to 
)^.9iicle.; nor* waa this aU; &n whta ^efek.the 
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ymart Ke wciuld rab the part with his biiikd» without 
reflecting opon his nursery, till he had crushed grreat 
part of Siose ^o h|id escaped. Still, howeyeri i^ 
was my fortune to survive for new adventures. 

The philosopher, among other visitants whos^ 
curiosity he was pleased to gratify, was sometimes 
fevoured with Uie company of ladies : for the enter- 
tainment of a lady it was my misfortune to be one 
morning taken from my ^ily when I least sus- 
pected It, and secured in the apparatus of a ^olar mi- 
croscope. Aiter I had contributed to their astomsh^ 
ment and diversion near an hour, I was left with the 
utmost inhumanity and ingratitude to perish of hunger, 
irnmnred between the two pieces of isinglass through 
which I had been exhibited. In this condition I 
remained three days and three nights; and should 
certainly have perished in the fourth', if a boy about 
seven years old, who was carelessly left alone in the 
room, had not poked his finger tlirough the hole in 
which I was confined, and'oik:e more set me at li- 
berty. I was, however, extremely weak, and the 
window being open I was blowti into the street, and 
fell on the uncovered perriwi? of "a doctor of physic, 
M'ho had just alighted to visit a patient. This was 
the first time I had ever entered a perriwig, a situation 
whidi I scarce less deprecate than the microscope : 
} found it a desolate wilderness, without inhabitants and 
without bounds. I continued to traverse it with in- 
credible labour, but I knew not in what direction, and 
despaired bf beipg ever restored either to' food or 
rest. My spirits were at length exhausted, my gripe 
relaxed, and I fell almost in a state of insensibility 
from the verge of the labyrinth in which I had been 
bewildered, into the 'head of a patient in the hospital, 
over whom, after my fall, I could just perci^Uve the 
4o6tor leaning to look at his tongue. 
1 -.Py the wamthk and nourishment which this pli^& 
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afforded me I toon renved. I nejok&d «t my deU- 
Veraace» and thonght I had nothing to fear b^t th^ 
death of the ptient in whose head I bad taken 
ihelter. 

I was, however, soon convinced of my mislake ; 
for among other patients ii» the sam^ ward was a 
child about six years old, who k^ving been put in ^r 
a rupture, had fallen into the jaundice : for this dis« 
^ase the niu*se in the absence of the physician, pre* 
scribed a certain number of my species to be acbamifr* 
tered alive in a spoonfiil of milk. A cojleqtioa was 
immediately made, and I was numbered among th« 
unhappy victims which i^orance and inhumanity had 
thus devoted to destruction : J was immerged in ^ 

ration, and saw myself s^proach the honid jaws thai 
expected would the next moment close over me ; 
not but that, in this dreadful moment, I had somo 
languid hope of passing the gulf unhurt, and findiiig 
a settlement at the bottom. My fate, however, was 
otherwise determined: for the child, iq a fit of 
firowardness and anger, dashed the spooa out of the 
hand of the nurse ; and after incredible &tigue, I 
recovered the station to which I had descended from^ 
the doctor's wig* 

I was once more congratulating myself on an escape 
ahnost miraculous, when I was alarmed by the ap« 
jearance of a barber, with all the dread&l apparatus 
Qf his trade. I soon found that the person whose 
head I had choseii for an asylum was become deliri^ 
ous, and that the hair was by the physician's order 
to be removed for a blister. 

. HerQ my courage totally failed, and all my hopes 
iprsook me. It h;^peoed, however, that though I 
was entangled m the suds, yet I was deposited unhurt 
i^n the operator's shaving cloth; from whence, as 
he was shaving you this night, I ^aned your shoulder^ 
%MJi' hmP: trhil jpqmeni <»9wled out &Qai the plaitf 
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of your stocky which you have just taken off and hud 
upon this table. Whether this event be fortunate or 
unfortunate, time only can discover : but I still hope 
to find some dwelling, wheire no comb shall ever 
entfer; and no nails diall ever scratch ; which neither 
pincers nor razors shall approach ; where I shsll pass 
the remainder of life in perfect^ security and repose» 
amidst the smiles of society and the profusion of 
plenty. , . . . ^ 

At this hope, so extrava^nt and ridiculous, uttered 
^th fuch solempity of diction and m^noer^ I burst 
into a fit of immoderate laughter that awaked me : 
but my mirth Was instantly r^ressed by reflilcting, 
that the Life of Mao is not less exposed to £vi( ; and 
that all l^is expectations of security and haj^inesa 
in Tempoi'al Ppssesjiion^ are equally chimerical and 
abfwxL 

I am. Sir, 
, . . ' Yourhumble servant, - , - <• 
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J fTeleffBwllf PAnis^^ pauper fS^ ftfuluftrft^ 

Pr^jfcit ampullas Vf tei^n^piialia verba^ 
Si eurMfr sfeetmniis Uii^ii ^treUi* HOR/ 

Tftgeditiis too by liy their, itatft to ijdevei 

For|et their tivelUng ai|4 gi^anfic words: 
He that would have specutors share hi$ |;rief^ 
- ' Mtist write not only well but movingly." '* f 

ROSCOMMOHIr 

]Vf APNESS being occasioned by a close and coni 
tkued attention- of the mind to a single object, 
Shalcspeare judiciously represents the resignation 
of his crown to daughters so cruel and unnatural, 
BS the particular idea which has brought on the dis- 
traction of Lear, and which perpetually recurs to 
tiis imagination, and mixes itself with all his ram- 
blings. Full of this idea, therefore, he breaks out 
abruptly in the Fourth Aa: * No, they cannot 
touch me for coining : I am the king himself.' He 
believes himself to be raising recruits^ and censures 
the insd>ility and unskilfulness of some of his sol- 
diers : < There's your press money. That fellow 
handles his bow like a crow-keeper: draw me a 
clothier's yard. Look, look, a mouse I Peace, 
peace : this piece of toasted cheese will do it.' The 
art of our poet is transcendant in thus making a 
passage, that even borders on burlesque, strongly 
expressive of the madness he is painting. Xiear 
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^addeoly thiatit hinMelf m the field; <lJ2tife'« m^ 
gattDtkt^^rU proye it Ott ti;giaat:' aiid that he hat 
shot his arrow successMy ! * O w^ flown blirb I 
i'th' clout, i'th' clout : hewgfa ! give the wor<L' He 
thes rqcoUectft the fiJselMAd and enieky of his 
daughters, add bnsks o«t ifi some ^theod reflec- 
dons on his old age, atid trn the teitipest to which 
he was so lately exposed : « Ha ! Gonerill, ha ! Re- 
ptn f They flattered me Kke a dog, and tbld Me I 
Sad tdiite hah^ on my bear^ ere the black one J 
wete there. To siy, iy, and no, to every thing 
ttiat I iffld^«ay ^d- tto too. Wis no good divinity. 
When the rain came to Wet me oncer and the wind 
to make me daxxer\ whM the thutfder wo«ld not 
pesce «tt xhy Hdding; th^re I found ^em, there I 
smelt e^iii out. Gd to, they're not men of their 
words ; they told me I wa& every thing : 'tis a lie^ 
,]^ am not ague-proof.' The impoteiMedl' royaky f 
exempt its possessor, aoore than the meanest sub^ 
ject, from suderiAg natural evils, is here finely 
hinted at. 

His fnend an<l adherent Clo'ster, having been 
lately, deprived of sights in<]pres if the voice 1^ hem 
is not the voice of the Iqng ; Lear instantly catche;» 
the word, and replies with great ^uiduaes^ , * 

■ ff i l A fy cywry ktth a king t 
"When I do stare, seeHunvtbe ittl^ce quabtS'! ' 
I pardon that man'tUfe. MlMt wat thy cause f 
y^ f Adulc^? ilQtll9val^taot4k^> 4ieforadfaMqr.& r 

He t^en niafces soppi; very severe refleo^ans on t|i« 
hypocrisy of" Jewel ancl abandoned women, anj 
adds, < Fie, fie, Be ; pah, pah ; Give me an ojince of 
civet, good apothecdfy, to sweeten my i^iagina- 
tion ;' and as every object seems to be present to 
^e eyes of die lunatiC; he thinkk he pays fi>r thtf 
\gi ' diere's ftidnty for thee !*' Veiy strong and 
& 

Digitized by Google' 



.192 ADVEKTVltiSR; l!*-l^ 

Hvely aileo ie the imageii|r in ^ succeeding . speechi 
where he think» himfleff vkii^g hi« subjects punished 
by the proper officer c ' 

Thou rascal b«deI,lioM thy bloody hshd : 
' Why doit thbii lash thjt whore f st^ip thy own-lack ; 
Thou h tly loft'ct to pse her Ui.that kUd 
For which ihoiiwhip*it her ! 

This circumstance leads bira to reflect on the 
efficacy, of r^nk ah^ power» to conceal and palliate 
profligacy and injustice ; and this' nqe satire is couch* 
ed in two di£ferent nietaphbrs,-that are carried on with 
much propriety and elegance.: 

Through utter*d cloa^ tmall vices dp 8[!p!Bar| 
. , Robes and furr*d gowns hide all. Phite sin with gfild« 
Atid the strong lance of justice hurtless breaiks ; 
Arm it in rags, a pigmy*s straW doth pierce It. 

We.aremoved to find iliat Lear has some feint Tmow- 
ledge of his old and faithW courtier. 

■•« If thou wilt weep iny fbrtuneis, take my eyes : .' ' 
I know thee w:eU enough ; .thy naipe is Glo'ster. 

The SKlvice he then gives him is very affecting : 

** * Thou must be patieiit ; we caifie crying hither : 

Thou know'st, the first time that we. smell the air - ' 
We wawle and cry- 
When we are borni we cry that we are 'come - 
To'tlua great sttgc of fools ^ 

This tender complaint of the nmeries of hnman life 
bears so ^xact a resemblance with tjie foUowiog 
|nssage of Lttcretiusy that I cflinnbt forbear tram- 
.cribtng it : . ' 

r'agituque loeum higiAri eompUt^ ut equum ut^ . 
Cui tantum in vita restet transire maUntm. " 

, Then with distressful cries he fills the room, 

ToQ lutc presages of his ^(ur^ doom, DRTDSM* 
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-It Js not to be imagined that our smhfxr copied fjom 
'the Roman ; on such a subject it is almost impossi- 
ble but that two persons of genius and sensibility must 
feel afid think' alike. Lear drops his moralities and 
mediutes revedge i 



It were a delicate stratagem to shbe 
A troop of horse With felt. 1*11 put't in proof; 
Afid when IVe storo upon these son^in-iaWy 
Thenkm,kiU, kiU^kiU, kiU,kilI. 



The expedient is well suited to the character of a 
lunatic, and the frequent repetitions of the word * kill,* 
forcibly represent his rage and desire of reyenge, and 
•must affect an intelligent audience at once with pity 
and terror. At this instant Cordelia sends one of hier 
attendants to protect her father from the danger with 
which he is threatened by her sisters: thc^wretched 
king is so accustomed to misery^ and so hopeless of 
succour, that when the messenger offers to lead him 
out, he imagines himself taken captive and mortally^, 
bounded: ' ' 



No^aicue ? what ! a prisoney ? | am e!ca 
The nat*ral fool of fortune : use me wel},. 
You shall nave ransom. Let mc have surgeoAsj 
I am cut to the braipw 



Cordelia at length arrives ; an opiate is ad* 
ministered to the lung, to calm the agonies and 
agitations of. his mind ; and a mokt interesdng in- 
terview ensues between this daughter, that was so 
unjus^y suspected of disaffection, and the rath and 
mistaken .father* Lear, during his slumber, has 
been arrayed in regal apparel, and is brought upon 
the stage in a chair, not recovered from hil trance. 

VOL. XXV. ' S 
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I ktiW ik>t ft fl^ch ineTt truly pddiedc than thit'tf 
Cordelia when the first sees him : ' 

Had you not been their father, the$e wfaire ikkta . : 
JDi<i challenge pity of tHem. Was this a j^ce 
To be expos'd against the warring Winds f 

The dreadfulnesspf that.ni^t is expressed bjr a cir- 
cumstance of great humamty ) for which kind of 
strokes Shakspeane is as enaineht as for his pbetry : 

My very enemy's dog, 

Though he had bit me, should have stood that night 
Against my Ire. And watt thou fain, podr iuhui 
, 'ifo hovel thee with swine, and rogi^i iotUaa^ 
tn short and musty straw ?— • 

Lear begins to awake; but his imBgina&>iil il ItSB. 
^tttnpered, and his pain exquisite ; 

You do me wrong to take mq out o'th* grave. 
Thou art a soul in bliss ! but I am bound 
Upon a wheel of fire, that mine own tears 
' Do scald like molten lead ■ ! . i ■ '• 

When Cordelia m great affliction asks- hata if he 
knows her^ he replies^ 

You aoe iispirit; f know ; when did ybti die f 

This reply heightens her distress ; but his sensibi- 
lity beginning to return^ she kneels to huhi arid begs 
his benediction. I hope I have no readers that cao 
peruse his answer without tears : 

; ~ . „ ■ ' - P ray do not mock me : 

I am a very ifoolish,fond old man, • 

I^burscore and' upward; and to deal plainly^ 

i ftar I jfth not in r6y perfect mind, 

Methinks- 1 should know yov, and know i^ii tnM t 

Yet I am doiAtfiil : for I amf mainly ignorant 

What plaee t^is is.— r^o not Much at mc ; 

For as I am a man, I think this fadj 

To 1>e my child Cordelia, , .. , ' 
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"il^he humility, c^pes?, and sedatenest of this «peech| . 
obposed to the former ra^e aod indignation ofL^ar^ 
is finely calculated to excite cofrnnisisration* Strud^ 
with thp repaembrance of th^ im^rious suspicion h*. 
had pheri§hed a^nqt this ravourite and fon4. 
daughter, th,e poor old man intreats her, < not to> 
weep/ an4 tells heri th^t * if she has prepared pqiioa 
for him, b^ is ready to drink it; for I know/ fay* 
he, • you 4o pot, you cannot love nae, after my cruel 
usage of you: your sisters have done me much, 
wrong, of whif;h I have some faint remembr^aco. i . 
you have some caupe to hate wa^p they have none.' 
Being tb}d that h^ is not in France, but in his owq 
kingdoms he answers hastily, and in connection wit^ » 
that leading idea which I have before in8iste4 on»^ 
* Do not abuse me' — and adds, with a meekness and 
contritioA^ that are very pathetic, « l^ray now forget 
and forffivjft ; I am old and iiMliih.' ' 
< Cor^&ia is at last slain : the lamentations of Leilr 
are extremely tender fUld siSkCUogi and this acci« 
dent is so severe and intolerable, that it again deprived 
him of his inteU^Qt, wluc^h seemed to be returping. . 
His kst speech, as he surveys the body, consists 
of such simple reflections as nature and sorrow 
dictate : 

Why ihould a d«g, a hone, i rat have lile, 
^ndtbounobreil^iataU? Tboa*k come no more; 
Kcver, never, never, never, niever !— 

The heaving and swelling of his heart is described by 
a most expressive circumstance : 

Pvay you undo this button. Th^nk you, Sir, . 
Do you, see this? Liook op her, look on her Itpi s 
l^ooit there, look the reu . ■ / [dita, 

I shall transiently observe, ilk cdnclusbn of theso 
mnarks, that this drama is chargeable with coji*** 
8 2 
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nderaUe imperfectioni. The plot of Edmiind 
against hit brother, which distracts the attention^ and 
destroys the unity of the fable ; the cruel and horrid . 
extinction of Gloster^s eyes, which ought not to be 
exhibited on the stage; the utter improbability of 
Gloster's imagining, though blind* that he had leaped . 
down Dover cliff; and some passages that are too 
tnr^ and full of strained metaphors ; are faults ^ 
which the warmest admirers of Shakspeare will find 
it difficult to excuse. I know not, also, whether the . 
cnielty of the daughters is not nainted with circum- 
stances too savage and unnatural ; for k is not sufH* * 
dent to say, that this monstrous barbarity is founded 
Oft historical truthy if we recolleqt the Just pbdervatipa 
of BcMleauy 

Some trudis nuy be top ftroog to he believ^ 
,% ' SOMES. 
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The maid whom now you court in vain, 
WUl quickly run in quest oi- man. 



I HAVB before remarked, that *■ to abs(ain £rom the 
appearance pf evil,' is a precept in that law, which 
has eirery characteristic of Divmity ; and I have, iq 
more than one of these papers, endeavoured to enforce 
the practice of it, by an lustration of its excellency 
^d importance. ^ 
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CircuixMUBces have been ^diaitted as erkleacef 
pf guilt, even when death has been the consei^uencf 
of conyictioo; and a conduct by which evil is 
strongly implied, is little less pernicious than that 
"by which it is expressed* With respect to society* 
jMi far ^ it can be influenced by example, the efiect 
Qf bpth is the same ; for every n^an encourages the 
practice of that vice which he commits in appear* 
9nce, though he avoids it in fact : and wkh respect 
^o the individual, as the esteem of the world is a 
motive to virtue only less powerful than the appro? 
l>ation of conscience, he who knows- that he is al^ 
ready degraded by die imputation of guilt, will find 
himself half disarmed when he is ass^ed by tempt 
tation : and as he will have less to lose, he will, in« 
deed, be less disposed to resist. Qf the $eX| whosQ 
levity is most likely to provoke censure* it is emi- 
nently true, that the loss of character by imprudence 
frequently induces the loss of virtue : the ladies, 
therefore^ should be proportionaWy circumspect ; 
as to those, in whom foUy is most likely to terminate 
in guilt, it is certainly of most importance to b^ 
wise. 

This subject has irresisdbly obti'uded itself upon 
iny mind in the silent hour of meditation, because, as 
often as I have reviewed the scenes in which I have 
mixed among the busy and the gay, I have observed 
that a depravity of manners, a licentious extravagance, 
of dress and behaviour, are become almost universal ; 
iirtue, seems ambitious of a resemblance to vice, aa 
vice glories in the deformities which she has been 
\^d to hide. 

[' A decent timidity and modest reserve have beea 
always considered a» auxiliaries to beauty; but aiv 
sur of dissolute boldness is now affected by all who. 
-^uld bethought graceful or pdite: chastity, which 
used to be discovered ip every gesture and everjL 
* ' ^ "3 '3 - ■ ■■ ■ ' ^ 
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look, is now retired to the breast, and is found only 
by those who intend its destruction ; as a general 
when the town is surrendered retreats to the citadel, 
which is always less capable of defence, when the out* 
works are possessed by the enemy. 

There is now little apparent difference betweeit 
the virgin and the prostitute : if they are not other- 
wise known, they may share the box and the drawing- 
room without distinction. The same fashion which 
takes away the veil of modesty, will necessarily 
conceal lewdness ; and honour and shame will lose 
their influence, because they will no longer distinguish 
virtue from vice. General custom, perhaps, may 
be thought an effectual security ac^nst general cen- 
sure ; but it will not always luU the suspicions of 
jealousy ; nor can it familiarize any beauty without 
destroying its influence, or diminish the prerogatives 
^ of a husband without weakening his attachment to his 
wife. 

The excess of every mode maybe declined without 
remarkable singularity ; and the ladies, who should 
even dare to be singiJar in the present defection of 
taste, would proportionaUy increase their power and 
secure their happiness. 

I Imow that in the vanity and the presumption of 
youth, it is common to allege the consciousness of 
innocence, as a reason for the contempt of censure ; 
and a licence, not only for every freedom, but for 
every &vour except the last. This confidence can, 
perhaps, only be repressed by a sense of danger : and 
as the persons whom I wish to warn, are most impa- 
tient, of declamation, and most susceptible of pity, I 
will address them in a story ; and I hope the events 
will not only illustrate but impress the precept which 
tfheycontain. 

Flavilla, just as she had entered her fourteenth 
year, was left an orphan to the care of her mother. 



Digitized by Google 



in 8iu;h circomstances "as disappointed all the hopei 
which her education had encoara^ed. Her &ther» 
who lived in great elegance upon the salary of a place 
it <:x>urt» died suddenly without having made any pro* 
tiaion fbr his family, except an annuity of one hnn< 
dfed pounds, which he had purchased for his wife 
with nart of her marriage portion ; nor was he pos- 
sessed of any property, except the furniture of a largo 
loose in one of the new squares, an equipage, a few 
jewels, and some plate. 

The greater part of the furniture and the equipage 
t^ere sold to pay his debts ; the jewels, which were 
fiot.of great value, and some useful pieces of the plate, 
were reserved ; and Flavilla removed with her mother 
into lodgings. 

But notwithstanding this change in her circum- 
stances, they did not immediately lose their r^nk. 
They were still visited by a numerous and polite ac- 
quaintance; and though some gratified their pride 
by assuming the appearance of pity, and rather 
insulted than alleviated their distress by the whine 
of condolence, and a minute comparison of what they 
had lost with what they possessed ; yet from others 
they were continually receiving presents, which still 
enabled them to live with a genteel frugality ; they 
Were still considered as people of fashion, and 
treated by those of a lower class with distant re- 
spect. 

Flavilla thus continued to move in a sphere to 
which she had no claim ; she was perpetuaUy sur- 
rounded with elegance and splendor, which the ca- 
price of others, like the rod of an enchanter, could 
dissipate in a moment, and leave her to regret the 
loss of enjoyments, which she could neither hope^ 
to obtain nor cease to desire. Of this, however, 
Flavilla had no dread. She was remarkably tall for . 
her age, and was celebrated not only fbr her beauty - 
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)^ her wit & thes^ qualifiaatiops th/^ CQxmier^y Pq| 
only as securing whatever she enjoyed by the Sivouc 
of bthersy but as a pledge of possessing them ^i be^ 
own right bv aa advantageous niarriage. Thu^ th/^ 
vision uiat oanced before her* derived stability frbjeo^ 
the very vanity which it flattered : ^M^d she h^A ^ 
little apprehension of distress^ as diffideaoc of hejr Qvpi^ 
power to please. 

There was a fashionable levity in her carriag?( 
and discourse, which her mother^, who knew ^ 
dapger of her situation* laboured to restraiui some-'' 
times with anger, and sometimes with te^rs, hu^ ^ 
ways without success. Havilla was ever ready t^ 
answer, that she neither did or said any thi:p^ o| 
which she had reason to be ashamed ; an4 tbm£f>rc^ 
did not know why she should be restrained, exciept 
in mere courtesy to envy, whom it was an honour ta 
provoke, or to slander, whom it was a disgrace to 
fear. In proportion as Fl^viUa was more flattered and^ 
caressed, the influence of her mother became less : 
and though she always treated her with xespect» 
from a point of good breeding, yet she secredy 
despiaed her ma3ums, and applauded her own con- 
duct. 

Flavilla at eighteen was a celebrated toast ; and^ 
among other gay visitants, who frequented her tea^. 
table, was Clodio, a youn£[ baronet, who had just 
taken possession of his title and estate. There were 
many particulars in Clodip's behaviour, which en- 
couraged Havilla to hope that she should obtain hiniL 
for a husband : b|it she suffered his assiduities with 
such appar^t pleasure, and his familiarities with so. 
little reserve, that he soon ventured to disclose his 
inten^on, and m^ke her what he tho^^ht a very gen- 
teel proposal of another kind : but whatever wi^e (h^! 
artiflces with which it waa introduced, or the terms. 
fa) ^hiph it was i^ade^ Fkyilla vej|^cte4 itt with the 
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ulmost indignation^and disdain. Clodioi whO| not-* 
\pth8tinding his youth, had long known and often 
pVactised the arts of seduction, gave way to the^ 
storm, threw himself at her feet, imputed his offence, 
to the phrenzy of his passion, flattered her pride by. 
the most abject submission of extravagant praise, ^ 
Jhtreated her jpardon, aggravated his crime, but. 
Daade no mention of atonement by marriage. This 
particular, ^hich FlavUla did not fail to remark| 
ought to have determined her to admit him no- 
Qiore : but her vanity a,nd her ambition were still* 
predominant,'^ slie still hoped to succeed in her pro-, 
j^ct, Clodio's offence was tacitly forgiven, his visits' 
were permitted,' his familiarities were again suffer-* 
ed, and his hopes revived. He had long entertained, 
atn opinion that she loved him, in which, however, 
it is probable, that his own vanity and her indiscretion 1 
concurred to deceive him *; but this opinion, though.' 
it implied the strongest obligation to treat her with! 
generosity ind - tenderness, oftly determined him. 
again to attempt her ruin, as it encouraged him with'"^ 
a probability ofsuccess. Having, therefore, resolved 
to obtain her a8>' a mistress, or at once to give her up, 
he thought, he had little more to do, than to convince 
hei^ that lie bad.taken.such a rjesolution, justify it by 
some plausible sophistry, and give her some time 
Co deliberate upon a final determination. With this 
▼iew, he went a short journey into the country ; hav- 
ing put a letter into faer hand at partmg, in which 
h^ acquainted her, < That he had often reflected, with 
inexpressible regret, upon her resentment of his con- 
duct in a late instance ; but that ^he delicacy and the 
ardour of his affection, were insuperable obstacles to 
his marriage ; that where there was no liberty, there 
tfould be no happiness : that he should become in* 
different to the endearments of love, when they 
fould Df> longer be distiajg^uished bom the officioiMIr* 
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ness of dttty: tlia^ while they wf^re b^y ^Q tk^^ 
possession of each other, it would be absurd ^ sup-, 
pos^ they would part; and that if this happing*, 
should cea«e, it would not only ensure but aggni^; 
vate their misery to be inseparably united: th^^' 
this event was less probable, in proportion as thgpr. 
cohabitation was voluntary; but that he would 
make such provision for her upon , the contingency^ 
as a wife n^ould expeqt upon his death. He con-;' 
jured her not to determine under th? influence of 
pirejudice and custom, but according to th^ Jaws of 
reason and mature. < After ^nature d^h^rs^uon,' 
sajd he, ^ remember that the lyhole value of my Uf^ 
depends upon your will* I dp not reouest as| 
explicit consent, with whatever transport 1 might 
behold the lovely confusion which it might produce* 
I shall f^tend you in » few d^ys, with t^f aniciety, 
tbou^h not with the guilt, of a criminal ^tio waits for 
the decision of kis judge* If my visit is admitted, 
vfe wly never f^ i if it 19 rejected* I can §ee yo\i 
Up more/ 
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1 I .1 I \ Luedb ptx igtus 

Suff^sitos cineri dol9f9^ HP^ 

With be«dlf»s feet on fines you {O, % 

That hid in treacherous ^hes glow. 



Flatilla had toa nnuch imder^^auMiag 9» vnSk a» 
virttt^> to delibieii»te a moment upon this proposal' 
^ g«T$ unm^diit^r orders th^t Cl^diQ wsm^ \m 
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'^idniitteci no liiore. But His letter wad a temptation 
lt> gratify her vanity, which she could not resist : she 
lh6Wed it first to her mother sind then tb th^ Whpl^ 
irircfe of her female acquaintance, with all the cxulta[- 
ii6n of a hero who exposes a vanquished enemy ai 
the wheels of his chariot in a triumph ; sh^ considered 
It as an indisputable evidence of her virtue, as a f^- 
hroof of all who had darM to censure the letity of 
her conduct, and a licence to continue it wit&bui 
apology or restraint. 

it happened that Flavilla, soon after fhik acci- 
dent, was seen in one of the boxes at the playhouse 
By Mercator, a young gentleman who had just re- 
turned from his nrst voyage as captain of a large ship 
in the Levant tnuiei which had been purchased for 
^m by his fathier, whose fortune enabled him to make 
S genteel provision for five sons, of whom Meitatof 
ijras the youiigest, and who expected to share his 
estate, wluch was personal, in equal propoiitions at hif 
death. . . ^; 

Mercator was captivated with h^r beauty, but (iis- 
^ouraged by the splendor of her appearance, and the 
rank of her company. iHe was urged rather by 
curiosity than hope, to inquire who she was ; and he 
soon gained such ^ knowledge of her circumstances^ 
' 9S relieved him from despair. 

As he knew not how to g^ admission to her com- 
pany,' and had ho design upon her rirtue, he wrot^ 
m die first ardour of his passion to her mother; 
giving a faithful account of his fortune and deptn^ 
.dence, and intreating that he might be permitted 
to visit tlavilla as a candidate for her affection, 
^e old lady, alter having taade some inquiries, by 
yrhich the account that fi&rcator bad nven her wasi 
confirmed, sent him an invitation, ana received h;s 
firsT visit alohoi She tol3' liim, that as Flavillahad 
no fortune, and as a considerable part of hi9 own 
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was dep^dent upon his father's will, it would be 
extremely imprudent to endanger die disappoint- 
meat of his expectations, by a marriage which would 
make it more necessary that they should be fulfilled ; 
tiiat he ought therefore to obtain his father's coor 
tent, before any other step was taken, lest he should 
be embarrassed by engagements which young persons 
almost insensibly contraqt, whose complacency iix 
each other is continually gaining strength by fre« 
quent visits and conversation. To this coimsely so 
salutary and perplexing, Mercator was hesitating 
what to reply, when Fiavilla came in, an accident 
which he was now onlv solicitous to improve. Fia- 
villa was not displeased either with his person or his', 
iaddress ; the frankness and gaiety of her disposition 
soon made him forget that he was 'a §tranger: a 
conversation commenced, during which they became 
yet more pleased with each other ; and having thus 
surmounted the difficulty of a first visit, he thought 
no more of the old lady, as he believed her auspices 
were not necessary to his success. 

His visits were often repeated, and he became 
every hour more impatient of delay : he pressed! 
his suit with that contagious ardour, which is 
caught at every glance, and produces the consent 
which it solicits. At the same time, indeed, a 
thought . of his father would intervene ; but bcin^ 
determined to gratify his wishes at all . events, he 
^concluded with a sagacity almost universal on 
these occasions, that of two evils, to marry withoift 
his consent was less, than to marry against it ; and 
one evening, after the lovers had spent the after-i 
noon by themselves, they went out in a kind of frolic^, 
which Mercator had proposed in the vehemence of his 
passion, and to which Fiavilla had consented in the 
giddiness of her indiscretion, and were married at 
May Fair. . 
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In the fint mterval of recoUectipn after thU preci* 
pitate step, Mercator considered, that he ought to be 
.the first who acquainted his father of the new alliance 
.'.which had been nia<le in his &mily; but as he had 
!not forutttde enough to do it in person, he expressed 
'it in the best terms he could conceire by a letter ; and 
after such an apolo^ for his conduct as he had been 
uaed to make t* himself, he reouested that he might 
he permitted to present his wife tor the parental beno- 
diction, which alone was wantmg to complete his ielir 
'city. 

„ ' The old ^deman, whose character I cannot bet- 
ter express ^an in the fashionable phrase which haf 
been contrived to palliate false principles and dissolute 
manners, had been a eay man, and was well acquaint- 
ed with the town. He had often heard Flavilla toasted 
by rakes of quality, and had often seen her at public 
places. Her beauty and her dependence, the gaiety 
of her dress, the multitude of her admirers, die Tevitjr 
of her conduct, and all the circumstances of her si- 
tuation, had concurred to render her character sus- 
pected ; and he was disposed to jud|;e. of it with yet 
less charity, when she had offended him by marrymg 
his son, whom he considered as disgraced and im- 
poverished, and whose misfortune, as it was irretriev- 
able, he resolved not to alleviate, bUt increase ; a re- , 
solution, by which fathers, who have foolish and dis- 
obedient sons, usually display their own kindness and 
wisdom. As soon as he had read Mercator's letter, 
he cursed him for a fool, who had been gulled by 
. the artifices of a strumpet to screen her from public 
infamy by fathering her children, and secure her from a 
prison by appropriating her debts. In an answer to his 
letter, which he wrote only to eratify his resentment^ 
he told him, that < iP he had taken Flavilla into 
keeping, he would have overlooked it ; and if her 
extravagance had distressed him, he would have satisr 
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fied his creditor^ ; but that liismarrkg;e vas Hot to be 
fbrgiven ; that he should itevtt hare aiio^r shiHiog 
of his mon^y ; and that he was d^fmined ia see hhh 
lio more.* Mercator, who was mot^ provoked at di(t 
Outrage than grieved at his Ibss^ disdained to r^ly'; 
knd believing that he had now thost reason to be ofllend- 
tdy could not be persuaded to solicit a reconciliation. 
" He hired a genteel apartment for his wife of an up- 
holsterer, who, with a view tb let lodgiiigs, had takeh 
and furnished a large house near Leicester-fieMs, and 
in about two months left her to make another voyage. ' 

He had received visits of congratulation from her 
numerous acquaintance, and had returned diem as k 
pledge of his desire that they should be repeated. Btlt 
A remembrance 6f the gay multittidfe, ivhich while he 
Vas at home had flattered his vanity, as soon as fait 
^as absent alarmed his suspicion t he had, indeed, ho 
]{}articutar ^aute of jedlousy ; but his anxiety aro^ 
inereiy from a sense of the temptation to which she 
^as exposed, and the inipossibility of his superintending 
Tier conduct. 

; In the medn time Havilla continued to flutter round 
tte same giddy circle, in which she had shone so 
long : the number of her visitants was rather iticreased 
than diminished, the gentlemen attended With yet 
great€?r assiduity, and she continued to encourage theii* 
civilities by the &ame in£screet familiarity : she wa^ 
one night at the masquerade, knd another at an opera; 
sometimes at a rout, and sohiedmes ntmblin'g with a 
party of pleasure in short excursions from town ; she 
came home sometimes at inidnight, sometimes in the 
inoming, and sometihies she was absent several nights 
together. 

This conduct wis the caj^se of much speculatioh 
and uneasiness to the good man and woman at the 
hoiise. At first they si^pected that Flavilla* was ti6 
V^ef than a w6isi^-of plea(8ure $ and that the per^o£ 
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^ho l^a^ iiire(Lthe.lo^{gbg for her a^loi vi^and had 
disappeared upon pretence of a voyage to sea, had 
h^ cfoployed to iippqae uppn them, by conceaUng 
her character, in order to obtain such accoipmodation 
for iiqp as she could pof. so easily have procured if it 
hfd been kqown ; but as these suspicioiis made them 
watchful and inquisitive, they soon discovered, that 
4i)any ladies by v-hom she was visited were of goed 
character and &shioiu Her conduct, however, sap<< 
ppsing her to he a wife» was still i^excusaUe, ^d suil 
epdangere4 their crecfit; and subsistence ; hiots were 
ofiis^ dropped by the neighbours to the disadvantagt 
of h^ chaiiacter $ and an elderly inaiden lad^ wh9 
loclgffd in ^e second floor, had gi^fen wamipg ^ th^ 
f^^ndy JiifWi dismrbed ;|t all hours in the night, and thff 
door was crowded all day with messengers and visitfWtt 
tQ iFlaviilau 

. One day, therefore^ the good woman took an ^ 
pprtunity to remonstrate, though in the most dUtant* 
and respectiu} teras, ^4 with the utofiowt diffidence 
and ^aution. She told Fiavilla, < that ^e was a &t^ 
youpg lady, that her husband was abroad, that s^o 
K«pt a gre^^t <k4 of cqinpai^^ and that ^e worl4 Mfaf , 
censorious ; s}ie wisl^ed ^t less occj^^bn for vcaadal , 
w;%s given ; ^u|4 hope^ to be excused the liberty ^ s^ii.. 
had taken, as she might be ruined by those slanders , 
which could have no ^i^fluence upon the great^ and 
which, therefore, tb^ ^ere nctt solici^^is^to avoid.' ' 
Thj^ ^dres^, however iam^guous, %ad ^pi^cver geut 
t^, was easily uoderstoofi ap4 &^fcely resented, jfja? 
vUl^ proud of h^r virtue and ii^pii^iit of .«ontr«^^ 
would have despised ib€^ counsel of ^ philosopher, if . 
it had impUed ^ impeachm^^nt of her cc^nduct | .b^^ ; 
f(|r« a person uq in\^ her inferior, thepefore, she waf * 
under no restraint; she answered, with a mixture of 
CGiiitempt and iadignaiionn that ^ t)|p^e only who did 
Q|»t kw^ h§f iKftttJd ^9 tpv^^ 4ny hbfrQ ydik, 
T 2 
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her chancter ; and warned her to propagate no 9caB< 
daloos report at her peril.' " 

Flavilla immediately rose from her teat, and the ' 
woman departed without reply> thou^ she was scarce 
less offended than her lodger, and from that mon^ent * 
she detenmned when Mercator returned to giye him 
warning. 

Mercator's voyage was prosperous ; and after an * 
absence of about ten months he came bade "Hie ' 
woman, to whom her husband left the whole manage- 
ment of her lodgings, and who persisted in her pur- ' 
pose, soon found an opportunity to put it in execu-^ 
tion. Mercator, as his part of me contract had been ^ 
pananaUy fulfilled, thought he had some cause to be 
offended, and insisted to know her reasons for com- ' 
pelling him to leave her house. These his hostess^ ' 
who was indeed a friendly WQman, was very unwil- r 
ling to give ; and as he perceived that she evaded his 
qtttstion, he became more soUcitous to obtain an an- ' 
swer. After much hesitation, which perhaps had a *' 
^i»X)rse effect than any tale which malice could have - 
invented, she told him, that < Madaip kent a great ~ 
deal of con^pany, and often staid out very late ; that - 
she had always been used to quiet and regularity ; ^ 
and .was determined to let her apartment to some per- 
son in a more private station.' 

At this account Mercator changed countenance; for ' 
he inferred from it just as much more than truth, as he 
believed it to be less. After some moments of suspence, 
he conjured her to conceal nothing from him, with an ' 
emotion which convinced her tbit she had already 
said too much. She then assured him, that « he had 
BO reason to be alarmed ; for that she had no exception 
to his lady, but those gaieties which her station and 
the fashion sufficiently authorized.' Mercator's sus- ' 
picions, however, were not wholly removed ; and he ■ 
i^egao tt> ^uatL he had found a confidante whom i| ' 
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-^miifi h^ Ub inttreatiQ tx}i9t\ he,,AertfiKcey/m the 
folly of hts jealousvy coDfessed, * that ke had some 
doubts coQceming m wife, which it wasi of the utmost 
impprtance to his honour apd his peace to resplve; 
he entreated that he might continue in the apartment 
another year : that» as he should again leaT^tke king- 
doq^ in ^ short time» she would suffer no incident^ 
which n^ght confirm, either his hc^es or his &arst to 
escape her notice in hia absence ; and, that at his. re- 
turn she would give hiox such an account as would at 
least deliver him from, the torment; of suspence» an4 
determine his Riture conduct.' 

There is no sophistry more general than that by 
which we justify a busy and scrupulous inquiry after 
secrets, which to discover is to be wretched without 
hope of redress ; and no service to which others are 
so easily enga|;ed as to assist in the search. To com- 
municate suspicions of matrimonial infidelity especi- 
ally to a husbandy is, by a strange mixture of folly and 
malignity, deemed not only an act of justice but of 
friendship ; though it is too late to prevent an evil, 
which, whatever be its guilt, can disuse wretchedness 
only in proportion as it is known. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the general kindness of Mercator's con- 
fidante was on this occasion overborne ; she was flat- 
tered by the trust that had been placed in her, and the 
power with which she was invested ; she consented 
to Mercator's proposal* and promised that she woiild 
with the utmost fidelity execute her commission. 

Mercator, however, concealed his suspicions from 
.his wife ; and, indeed, in her presence they were for- 
gotten. Her manner of life he began seriously to dis- 
approve ; but being well acquainted with her tempert 
in which great sweetness was blended with a lugh 
spirit, he would not embitter the pleasure of a short 
stay by altercation, chiding and tears: but when 
lier mind was melted into tenderness at his departure^ 
T 3 
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lie clasped her in an extacy of fondness to his bosom^ 
and intreated her to behave with reserve and circum- 
flpection ; * because/ said he» * I know that my fa* 
tner keeps a watchfiil eye upon your conduct, which 
may, therefore, confirm or remove his displeasure, and 
either intercept or bestow such an increase of 
my fortune as will prevent the pangs of separation 
wnich must otherwise so often return, and in a short 
time unite us to part no more/ To this caution she 
had then no power to reply ; and they parted witl^ 
mutual protestations of unalterable love. 
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I > Uxorewif P9tt»me,duds T 

Die ftta Titipboiu^ quibus exagitare colitBru f JUV; 

. A sober man, like thee, to change his life ! 
What fury could poissess thee with < wife ? DR YD£N« 

FLAViLLAy soon after she was thus left in a kind of 
widowhood a second time, found herself with child; 
and within somewhat less than eight months after 
Mercator's return from his first voyage, she hap* 
pened to stumble as she was going up stairs, and 
being immediately taken ill was brought to bed be- 
fore the next morning. The child, though its birth 
had been precipitated more than a month, was not ret* 
markably small, nor had any infirmity which endanger* 
ed its li/e. 

It was now necessary, that the viril^ of whist and 
the tumults of balls and visits shodd, for a while, 
be suspended ; and in this ihtervial of langruor and 
retirement Flavilla first became thoughtral. She 
often reflected upon Mercator'a caution when they 
last parted, which had niade an indelible impres- 
sion upon her niind, though it had produced no al- 
teration in her conduct: notwithstanding the man- 
ner iQ which it was expressed, and the reason upon 
vdiich it was founded^ she began to fear that ft' 
might have been secretly prompted by jealoQiy; 
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The birth) therefore, of her first child in his absence^ 
at a time when, if it had not been premature, it 
could not possibly have been his, was an accident 
which greatly alarmed her : but there was yet ano- 
ther, for which it was still less in her power to ac- 
count, and which, therefore, alarmed her still more. 

it happened that soQie civilities which she re- 
ceived from a lady who sat next her at an opera, 
and whom she had never seen before, introduced a 
conversation, which so much delighted her, that 
she gave her a pressing invitation to visit her : thia 
invitation was accepted, and in a few days the 
visit was paid. Flavilla was not less pleased at the 
second interviews than she had been at the €r$t ; 
aAd ivithoiit making any other inquiry concerning 
the lady than where she lived, took the first oppor- 
tunity to wait on her. The apartment in whicb 
she was received was the grouRd floor of an ele^nt 
bouse, at a small distance from Su J^es's* I^ 
happened that Flavilla was placed near the win- 
dow; and a party of the horse-guards riding 
ihrougb the street, she expected to see some of the 
royal family, and hastily threw up the sash. A 
gentleman who was passing by at the same instant, 
turned about at the noise of the window, and Fla- 
villa no sooner saw his face than she kne\y him to 
be the i&ther of Mercator. A^c looking first 
atedfastly at her, and then glancing, his eye at the 
ifidj whom she was visiting, he affected a cootemp* 
tuous sneer and went on. Flavi%, who had been 
thrown into some 9Qnf^{upn, by the sudden and un- 
expected sight of a. p^r$Of|, whom she knew cpnsi* 
dered her as the di&grape of his fiimily anil tl^e ruiii« 
vf^ his child, now cEj^i^ed countens^nce, ii^d hastily 
r^ed to another part ot the room ; s^ie was touch-, 
ed both wilb gtief and anger at this siloi]^ insult, o( 
yihichf howeyer, she ^ liot tJioi «iS]gect tlw cau^p^. 
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It Is, indeed, probable, that the father gf Mercator 
would no where have looked upon her with com'* 
plaCency ; but as soon as he saw l^er companion, he ' 
recollected that she was the fiirourite mistress of 
an old courtier, and that this was the house in 
which he kept jier in great splendour, though she 
had been hy turns a prostitute to many others. I^ 
happened that FlaviUa, soon after this accident, 
discovered the character of her new acquaintance ; 
and nerer remembered by whom she had been seen 
in her company, without the utmost regret and ap« 
prehension. 

^ She now resolved to move in a less circle, and 
^th more circumspection. In the mean time her 
little boy, whom she suckled, grew very fast ; and it 
could no longer be known by his appearance, that 
he had been born too soon. His mother frequently 
gazed at him till her eyes overflowed with tears ; 
and though her pleasures were now become do- 
mestic, yet she feared lest that which had produced 
should destroy them. After much deliberation, she 
determined that she would conceal the child's age 
fh)m its fether ; believing it prudent to prevent a 
8un>icion, which, however ill-rounded, it might be ' 
difficult to remove, as her justification would depend ' 
wholly upon the testimony of her dependents i and 
her mother's and her own would necessarily become 
doubtful, when every one would have reason to con- 
clude, that it would still have been the same supposing 
the contrary to have been true. 

Such was the state of Flavilla^s mind, and her lit- 
tle boy was six months old, when Mercator return- 
ed. She received him with joy, indeed, but it was 
mixed with a tisible confusion ; their meeting was ' 
more tender, but on her part it was less chearful ; 
the smiled with inexpressible complacency, but at 
the same tjune tht tears gushed £rom her eyes, and 
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sl^e was so^ed with an uniyersal tt^^ar, Merca^ 
tQr caught the infection ; ^d caressed first his FIa^■ 
vUla, and then his bQy> with an excess of fondness 
and delight that be^re he had never ei^ressed*: 
The sight of the child made him more than ^er^ 
'wish a reconciliation with his lather; apd havipg- 
heard, at hia £rst ^ding» that he was ■ (^^geio^* 
l^ ill, he determined to go immediacy and attempt 
to see him, promisipg t)iat he would return tq 
sypper. He had, in the midst of his caie^es^ 
mpre than once inquired the age of his son, bu^ 
the question had been always evaded ; of which» how- 
ever, he took no notice, nor did it produce fmy su^«' 
picion. 

. He yras now hastening to inquire after his father | 
but as he passed through the hall, |ie was officiously 
laid hold of by his landlady. He was not much 
disposed to inquire how she had fulfilled his charge ; 
hut perceiving by her looks that she had something 
tp communicate, which was at least in her own opi- 
nion of importai^cey he suffered her to take him intQ 
her parlour. She immediately shut the door, and. 
ff minded hqn, that she had undertaken an oScft 
with reluctance which he had pressed upon her;, 
and that she had done nothing in it to which he 
h^ not bound her by a promise ; that she was ex- 
tremely sorry to communicate her discoveries ; but 
that he was a yrorthy gentkmaa, . and, indeed, ought 
to know them. She then told him, * that the c^d 
was bom within less than eight months after his last, 
return fr0m. abroad f that it was said to have come 
before its time, but that having pressed ^^ ^^ ^ 
she was refused.' This indeed, was true, and con- 
firni^ the good woman in her suspicion ; for Fla- ' 
v^Ia, who had atiU resented the freedom which she 
1^ taken in h^ remonstrance, had k^t her at 4 
g;re«t distangi;: and the fe^^ptSi ^o {Ratify th^ 
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^8<ri*M,'trdrt4<f her with the utmost insolence and 
tdtttenipt. ' 

- At tiiis Ythi&on Mercator turned pale. He now 
Tecollfcctedy that his question concerning the child^a 
Inrth had been evaded ; aad concluded, that he had 
%eeii' shedding tears of tenderness and joy over » 
-itnimpet and a bastard, who had robbed him of h!s 
'patrimony^ his honour, and hi^ peace. He started 
up with the furious wildness 6f sudden phrenzy • but 
^he \iHth great difficulty prevailed upoti him hot to 
leave the ii)om« H^ sat down ancf remain^ somje 
time motionless, with his eyes fixed on the ground, 
'^nd his bauds locked in each other. In proportion as 
•he believedhis wife to be guOty, his tenderness for 
his fathet revived ; aiid hfe rfesolYed, i^i^ith yet greater 
•ieal, to prosecute his purpose of immediately attempt- 
.ttg a r^onciliation. 

In this state of confusion and distress, he went 
io the house ; where he learned that his father had 
'died early in the morning, and that his relations 
Vera then assembled to read his wiH. Fulvius, a 
brother of Mercator's mother, with whom he had 
"adways ' been a favourite, happefaing to pass froth 
one. room to another, heard his voice. He acco8t«« 
W him with great ardour of friendship ; and, sooth* 
irig,him wjth expressions of condolence and affec- 
tion, insisted to introduce him to the company. 
Mercator taphly consented : he was r6ceived at 
ieast ^ith civility by his brothers, and'^ sitting dowfi 
^ong them the will was read. He seemed to listen 
like the rest ; but was, indeed, musing over the story 
which he had just heard, and lost in the speculation 
of his own wretchedness. He waked as from a 
di*eara, when the voice of the person who had been 
reading was suspended ; and finding that he could 
no longer contain himself, he st^ed up and woul4 
have left the company. 
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Of the ^I which had been read boRxt htm, he 
knew nothing : but his uncle believing that he wa« 
iiBfi^ed with grief and resentment at the manner m 
f which he had been mentioned in it» and the bequest 
only of a shilling, took him into another room ^ 
iandy to apologize for his lather's unkincinessy told 
him, that * the resenuuent which he expressed at 
his marriage^ was ereiy day increased by the con- 
duct of his wife, whose character was now become 
hotorioijLsly infs^mous ; for that she. had been seen 
at the lodging^ of a known prostitute, with whom 
she appeared to be well acquainted.^ This account 
threw Mercatpr into another agony ; from which he 
was, however, at length recovered by his uncle, 
who, as the only expedient by which he could re- 
^trieve his misfortune and sooth his distress, pro- 
posed that he should no more return to his lodgings 
but go home with . him ; and that he would hmiself 
take such measures with his wife, as could scarce 
£ul of inducing her to accept a separate mainte- 
nance, assume another name, and trouble him no 
more. Mercator, in the bitterness of his affliction, 
consented to this proposal, and they went away ta> 
.gether. 

Mercator. in the mean time, was tepected by 
Flavilla with the most tender impatience. She had 
put her litde boy to bed, and decorated a small 
room in which they had been used to sup by them* 
selves, and which she had shut up in his absence ; 
she counted the moments as they passed, and lis- 
-tencd to. every carriage and every step that she 
beard. Supper now was ready: her impatience 
was increased; terror was at length mingled with 
r^et, and her fondness was only busied to 
aimct her: she wished, she feared, she accused, 
jShe apologized, and she wept. In the height of 
these eager expectations and tliis tender distress^ 
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she received a billet which Mercator had been per- 
suaded by his uncle to wrke, in which he upbraide<i 
her in the strongest terms, with abusing lus confix 
dence and dishonouring his bed; *o£ this/ he said, 
* he had now obtained sufficient proof to do justice to 
himself, and that he was determined to see her no 
more.' 

To those, whose hearts have not already acquainte4 
them with the agony which seized Flavilla, upon 
the sight of this billet, all attempts to describe it 
would be not only ineffectual but absurd. Having 
passed the night without sleep, and the next day with* 
out food, disappointed in every attempt to mscover 
what was become of Mercator, and doubting if she 
should have found him, whether it would be possible 
to convince him of her innocence ; the violent agita- 
tion of her mind produced a slow fever, which, before 
she considered it as a disease, she communicated to 
the child while she cherished it at her bosom, and 
wept over it as an orphan, whose life she was sustaint 
ing with her own. 

After Mercator had been absent about ten days^ 
his uncle, having persuaded him to accompany some 
friends to a country-seat at the distance of near sixty 
miles,, went to his lodgings in order to discharge the 
rent, and try what terms he could make witli Fla- 
^lla, whom he hoped to intimidate with threats of a 
prosecution and divorce; but when he came, he 
found that Flavilla was sinking very fast under her 
disease, and that the child was dead already. . Tfate 
woman of the house, into whose hands she had just 
put her repeating watch and some other ornaments a^ 
a security for her rent, was so touched with her dk** 
tress, and so iirmlv persuaded of her innocence by 
the manner in which she had addressed her, and the 
calm solemnity with which sl^e absolved diose by 
whom she had been traduced, that aa aoon at tht 
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had didcovered ' FuWius's bustness^ she thre^ her- 
^If on her knees, and btfeated» that it he knem 
where Mercator was ta he fbundy he would <Lrmf! 
him to return, that if possible the life of FhiviS* 
might be presenred, and tiie iis^iness of both he 
i^stored by her justificsetion. Fuhrius, who stiU •sus- 
pected appearances, or at least was in doubt cif th^ 
cause thttt had produced them, would not 4iscoyer 
his 'ne]^w ; but after much entreaty and expostu- 
lation at last engaged upon his honour for this 
eonveyance of a letter. Hhs woman, as sooo af 
•he had obtained this proimaQ» tan up and ^ommii- 
hicated it to Fhndtta ; who^ .when die had recoTered 
from the suiprize and tnoHih whidb it occa8ioiie4« 
was supported in her bed, and in about half an hour* 
after many efforts and many intefvtds^ wrote a shovt 
billet ', which was sealed and pub into dne hands (^ 
Fulvius. <.;: • 

Fulvius immediately indased and dispatched it by 
^e post, resolving that in a auestfen so .doii^btfid and 
of such importance, he would no jGnther intei^ose, 
Mereatof, who the moment he cast his eye i^n j:he 
letter Icnew both the hand and seal, after pausing « 
few moments in suspense^ at leagdi tOEe it opon* ^ 
lead these words : 

- < Su(^ has been my f<^y, diat, peihaps, J should 
ftot be acquitted of guilt in any circumsUoices, but 
those in which I write. I. do not,. therefore, but for 
jrour sake, wish them other than they ape. The 
dear infant, whose birth has undone me, ndlr lies 
4ead at my side, a victim to .my indMCittion and 
your resentment. I am scarce able to guide mf 
fen. But I most earnestly entreat to see yoiu th^t 
f6\x auiy at least have the satis&ction to hear mr 
attest my innocence with the last sigh, andaeal. our 
tecoitctllauoa on my lips whik they are |fet muatkxf 
ik^'snjirtsiioii*' 
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Mercator, whom an earthquake would less have 
afleaed than this letter, felt all his tenderness reviye iq 
a moment, and reflected with unutterable angui^ 
imon the rashness of his resentment* At the thought 
of his distance from London, he started as if he had 
felt a dagger in his heart: he lifted up his eyes to 
Heaven, with a look that expi^ssed at once an accu- 
sation of himself, and a. petition for her ; and then 
rushin? out of the housei without taking leave of any, 
0r ordering ar servant to attend hiin, he.took post 
horses at a neighbourinfl^ inn, and in less than six 
hours was in Leicester-nelds. But notwithstanding 
his speed,, he anived too kee ^ FlaviUa had suffered 
Uie last agoiiy^ and her eyes could b^iold hini no 
more. Grief and disappointment; remors^ and de8<> 
pair, now totally subverted his reason. 4 It became 
necessary to remove him by force from the body ; aQ4 
a^er a confiaement of two yexra ta a mad4ioase hf 

CnCCK 

May ev«ry lady, 0ki whose memory compaissiom 
8haKree<Nrd these events, tremUe rx> aMume the levity 
ef Ffevilk ; for, perhc^s^ it is idr die power of no mati^* 
in Mercator's circumstancesi t& belestfjeabue ttM 
9f ^eaibri 
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•^SferiUt nee leptjtrenas 



Ut caneret paucity mersitqut bee fulvtre vtrum* LUCAN« 

Canst thou believe the vast eternal Mind 
Was e*er to Syrts and Lybian sands confined ? 
That he would cHuse this waste, this l^arren ground,'! 
To teach the thin inhabitants around, C 

And leave his truth in wilds and desarts drowned ? j 

!f'HSiUB has always prevailed among that part of man- 
kind that addict their minds to speculation^ a propen- 
<ity to talk much of the delights of retirement ; and 
some of the most pleasing compositions produced in 
every age contain descriptions of the peace and happi'<. 
jDess of a country life. .... 

I know not whether those who thus ambitiouslv 
repeat the praises of solitude, have always considerea» 
how much they depreciate mankind by declaring^ 
that whatever is excellent or desirable is to be ob- 
tained by departing from them ; that the assistance 
which we may derive from one another, is not equi- 
valent to the evils which we have to fear ; that the 
kindness of a few is overbalanced by the malice of 
many ; and that the protection of society is too 
dearly purchased, by encountering its dangers and 
enduring its oppressions. 

These specious representations of solitary hap- 
piness, however opprobrious to human nature, 
have so far spread their influence ov^r the worlds 
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t!iat almosv e^fery man delights bis imaginatioo 
irith the hopes of ohtaming some time an oppor. 
tamty of retreat. Many^ mdeed> who- enjoy i^ 
treat only in imagiaatioBy contitit thefnaelT^S' wkh 
beKeving, that another year will tranepopt them- t« 
rtiraF tranqiiillityy and die ^hile they taHi of doing 
vhati if they had Fived lekiger, they -wovM riev5 
have done. But many Itkewiae there ape, either of 
greater resolution or more credulity, who- in eahi* 
est try the state which they have been taught to 
thii^ thus secure from cares aod* dan^rs ; and re» 
tire tot privacy, either that they may miptove their 
happinesS) increase their knowledge^ or exalt theijf 
virtue. 

The greater part of the admirers of solhud^, at 
of a^ other classes- of mahkiod, have no higher oi^ 
remoter view, than the present grati^tibnof theil^ 
passions. Of these some, haughty and impetuousi 
fly frouj society only because they cannot beat to^ 
f^ay to others the regard which themselves extact^; 
and thmk no state of lil^ eligible^ but that which 
places them out of the reach of censure or cootroiil^ 
and affbrds them opportunities of living in a perpe* 
tual compliance with their own thclihations', without 
l3be necessity of regulating their actiops by any other 
other man's convenience or opinion. 

There are others of minds more ddicate and tei|« 
der, easily offended by eveiy deflation ftom recti- 
tude, soon disgusted fey ignorance or impertinence, 
and always expecting from the conversation of 
mankind more eleff^ce> puritji^ and truth,- than the* 
mingled mass of fife will easily afforA Such roenil 
are m haste to retire from crossness, &lsehbodi» amj' 
Brutality ; and hope to fin* in^ private habitatieo«» 
at least a negative felicity, an exemption froti* the' 
$hocks and nerturbttions wi^h whieh publk: »«es0!e| 
are contiQuaUy distressing theiiefe 
u » 
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To neither of these votaries will solitude afford 
.that content, which she has been taught so lavishly 
jto promise. The man of arrogance will quickly di*^ 
cover, that by escaping from his ofjppnents he has 
lost his flatterers J that ^eatness is nothing where it 
is not seen, and power nothing where it cannot be 
felt : and he, whose facujities are employed in too 
close an observation of failings and defects, will find 
his condition very little mended by transferring his 
attention from others to himself; he will probably 
soon cortie back in quest of new objects, and be glad 
to keep his captiousness employed on any character 
father than his own. 

Others are seduced into solitude merely by the 
authority of great names, and expect to nnd those 
charms in tranquillity which have allured states- 
|aen. and conquerors to the shades : . these likewise 
fre apt to wonder at their disappointment, for want 
if considering, that those whom they, aspire to 
uni-ate carried with them to their_ country seats 
t^inds full fraught with subjects of reflection, the 
consciousness of great merit, the memory of iUus- 
trious actions, the knowledge of important events^ 
and the seeds of mighty designs to be ripened by 
future meditation. Solitude was to such men a 
. release from fatigue, and an opportunity of useful- 
ness. But what can fetii-ement confer ypon him, who 
having done nothing, can receive no support from 
his own impoitance, who having known nothing, 
tan find no entertainment in reviewing the past, and 
who intending nothing, can form no hopes from 
prospects of the future ; he can, surely, take no wiser 
course than that of losing himself again in the crowd, 
and filling the vacuities of his mind with the news of 
rfie.day, * 

■■^ Others consider solitude as the parent of philo- 
'iophy, and 'retire in expectation of greater inti- 
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macies with science, as Numa repaired to the groves 
■when he conferred with Egeria. These men have 
not always reason to repent. Some studies require a 
continued prosecution of the same train of thought, 
'such as is too often interrupted by the petty avoca- 
tions of common life: sometimes, likewise, it is 
necessary, that a multiplicity of objects be at once 
present to the mind ; and every thing, therefore, 
must be kept at a distance, which may perplex tlie 
memory, or dissipate the attention. 

But though learning may be conferred by soli- 
tude, its application must be attained by general con* 
verse. He has learned to no purpose that is not 
able to teach $ and he will always teach unsuccessfully, 
who cannot recommend his sentiments by his diction 
or address. 

Even the acquisition of knowledge is often much 
facilitated by the advantages of society : he that never 
compares his notions with those of others, readily, 
acquiesces in his first thoughts, and very seldom 
discovers the objection* which may be raised against 
his opinions ; he, therefore, often thinks himself 
in possession of truth, when he is only fondling 
an error long since exploded. He that has neither 
companions nor rivals in his studies, will always 
applaud his own progress, and think highly of his 
performances, because he knows not that others have 
equalled or excelled him. And I am afraid it may 
be added, that the student who withdraws himself 
from the world, will soon feel that ardour extinguish- 
ed which praise or emulation had enkindled, and take 
the advantage of secrecy to sleep, rather than to 
labour. 

There remains yet another set of. recluses, whose 
intention entitles them to higher respect, and whose 
motives deserve a more serious consideration. 
The8« retire from the world, not merely to bask in 



Digitized by Google 



te4 ADVEKTCKER. R® 12^. 

case or gratify cuiiosity f but that being disengaged 
from common cares, they may employ more time in 
the duties of religion : that they may regulate their 
actions with stricter vigilance, and purify their thoughts 
by more frequent mentation. 

To men thus elevated above the mists of mortaKtyj 
I am far from presuming myself qualified to give 
directions* On him that appears <to pass through 
things temporal,* with no other care than * not to 
lose finally the things eternal,* I look with such ve- 
neration as incUoes me to approve his conduct in 
the whole, without a minute examination of its parts ; 
yet I could never forbear to wish, that while vice 
i» every day multipljring seducements, and stalking 
forth with more hardened effrontery, virtue would 
not withdraw the influence of her presence, or for- 
bear to assert her, natural dignity by open and un** 
daunted perseverance in the right. Piety practised 
in solitude, like the flower that blooms in the desart, 
may give its fragrance to the winds of heaven, and 
delight those unbodied spirits that survey the works 
of God and the actions of men ; but it bestows no 
assistance upon earthly beings, and howe\xr free from 
taints of impurity, yet wants riie sacred splendour of 
beneficence. 

Our Maker, who, though he gave us such Ta»» 
rieties of temper and such difference of powers, yet 
designed us all for happiness, undoubtedly intend- 
ed that we should obtain that happiness by di£^ 
ferent means. Some are unable to resist the temp- 
tations of importunity, or the impetuosity of their 
own passions incited by the force of present temp-* 
tations: of these it is undoubtedly the duty to ffy 
from enemies which they cannot conquer, and ta 
cultivate, in the calm of solitude, that virtue which" 
is too tender to endure the tempests of public li£b« 
But there are othersi whose passions grow more 
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Strong and ure^ar in privacy ; and who cannot 
maintain an uniform tenor ot virtue, but by ex- 
posing their manners to the public eye, and assist- 
ing the admonitions of conscience with the fear of 
infamy : for such it is dangerous to exclude all wit- 
nesses of their conduct, till they have formed strong 
fiabits of virtue, and weakened their passions by 
frequent victories. But there is a higher order oiF 
men so inspired with ardour, and so fortified with re- 
solution, that the world passes before them without 
influence or regard : these ought to consider them- 
selves as appointed the guardians of mankind : they 
are placed in an evil world, to exhibit public exam- 
ples of good life ; and may be said, when they with- 
draw to solitude, to desert the atation whigb Provit- 
dence assigned them* 
T 
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N^ 127. TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1754. 

■ ■' Veteres ita miratur, laudatqut ! u HOlL 

The wits of old he praises and admires. 

* It is very remarkable,' says Addison, * that not* 
withstanding we fall short at present of the an- 
cients m poetry, painting, oratory, history, archi- 
tecture, and all the noble arts and sciences which 
, depend more upon genius ' than experience ; we 
exceed them as much in doggerel, humour, bur- 
lesque, and all the trivial arts ot ridicule.' As tliis 
Svs^^ observation stands at present only ia the fgroi 
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of a general assertion, it deserves I think to M 
examined by a deduction of particulars, and'confintled 
by an allegation of examples, which may ftimish aii 
agreeable eoteitainment to those who have abifity 
and inclination to remark the revolutions of human 
vrit. 

That Tasso, Ariosto, and Camoens, the thre^ 
most celebrated of modem Epic Poets, are infinite- 
ly excelled in propriety of design, of sentiment and 
style, by Homer and Virgil, it would be serious 
trifling to attempt to prove : but Milton, perhc^s, 
will not 80 easily resign his claim to equality, if not 
to superioiity. Let it, however, be remembered, 
that if Milton be enabled to dispute the prize with 
the great champions of antiquity, it is entirely owing 
to the sublime conceptions he has copied from the 
Book of God. These, therefore, must be taken 
away, before we begin to make a just estimate of 
his genius ; and from what remains, it cannot, I 
presume, be said, ^vith candour and impartiality, 
tbtt h^ has excelled Homer, in the $ublnntty and 
variety of his thoughts, or the strength and majesty 
of his diction. 

Shakspeare, Comeille, and Racine, are the only 
modern writers of Tragedy, that we can venture to 
oppose to £schylu8, Sophocles, and Euripides. 
The first is an author so uncommon and eccentric, 
that we can scarcely try him by dramatic nules. Iii 
strokes of nature and character, he yields not to the 
Greeks : ih all other circumstances that constitute 
the excellence of the drama, he is vasdy inferior. 
Of the three moderns, the most fauHess is the ted- 
der and exact Racine : but he was ever ready to 
acknowledge, that his capital beauties were bor- 
rowed from his favourite Euripides : which, indeed, 
cannot escape the observation of those whp read 
with attention his Phxdra and Andromache. Tbe 
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|>oinpou8 apd truly Roman sentiments of Corneille 
are chiefly drawn from Lucan and Tacitus ; Htm 
Iqrmer of whom» by a strange perversion of taste, 
he is known to have preferred to VirgiL His dic- 
tion is not so pure and mellifluous, his characters 
f)Ot so various and just, nor his plots so regular, so 
interestiog and simple, as those of his pathetic rivaL 
It is by this simplicity of fable alone, when every 
aingle act, and scene, and speech^ and sentiment and 
word, concur to accelerate the intended event, that 
the Greek tr^edies k^pt the attention of the audience 
jmmoveably nxed upon one principal object, which 
must be necessarily lessened, and the ends of th^ 
drama defeated, by the mazes an^L intricacies of modern 
plots. 

The assertion of Addison with respect to tlie 
first particular, regarding the higher kinds of |X)etry, 
Will remain unquestionably true, till nature in some 
distant ^e^ for in the pi'esent enei'vated with luxury, 
fhe aeems inc..^pable ot Siuch an effort, shall produce 
^me transcendant genius, of piower to eclipse th^ 
)liad and the Edipus. 

The superiority of the aocient artists in Painting, 
}fi not perhaps so clearly manifest. They were ig- 
norant, it will be said, of light, of shade, and per•^ 
fp^ctive I and they had npt the use of oil colours, 
tvhicb are h^pily calculated to bknd and unito 
without harshness and discordance, to give a bold- 
liess apd relief to the figures, and to £brm those 
middle Teint^ which render every well-wroughl 
piifce a closer resemblance of nature. Judges of thf 
truest taste do, however, place the merit of coloiir- 
ipg far below ^at of justness of design, and force 
of ex|M£Ssion. In these tw4) highest and mo^t im- 
portant excellencies the ancient painters were epi-^ 
W^y iskiHcd, if we trust the testimonies of Pliny, 
Qiiip^jIian,aadX'tt5i»fti a;\4 ^ credit theni ire a^i© 
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obliged, if we would form to ourselves any idea of 
these artists at all ; for there is not one Grecian 
picture remaining : and the Romans, some few of 
whose works have diescended to this age, could 
never boast of a Parrhasius or Apelles, a Zeuxis, 
Timanthes, or Protogenes, of whose performances 
the two accomplished critics above mentioned speak 
in terms of rapture and admiration. The statues 
that have escaped the ravages of time, as the Her- 
cules and Laocoon for instance, are still a stronger 
demonstration of the power of the Grecian artists 
in expressing the passions ; for what was executed 
in marble, we have presumptive evidence to think, 
might also have been executed in colours. Carlo 
Marat, the last valuable painter of Italy, after copy- 
ing the head of the Venus in the Medicean collec- 
tion three hundred times, generously confessed, that 
he could not arrive at hair the grace and perfection 
of his model. But to speak my opinion freely on 
a very disputable point, I must own, that ii the 
modems approach the ancients in any of the arts 
here in question, they approach them nearest in 
The Art of Painting. The human mind can with 
difficulty conceive any thing more exalted, than 

♦ The Last Judgment* of Michael Angelo, and 

♦ Th^ Transfiguration' of Raphael. What can be 
more animated than Raphael's * Paul preaching at 
Athens ?' What more tender and delicate than 
Mary holding the child Jesus, in his famous * Holy 
Family ? What more graceful than * The Aurora* 
of Guido ?* What more deeply moving than * The 
Massacre of the Innocents' by Le Brun ? 

But no modem Orator can dare to enter the lists 
with Demosthenes and TuUy. We have discourses, 
indeed, that may be admired for their perspicuity^ 
purity, and elegance ; but can produce none that 
abound in a sublime which whirls away the auditor 
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like a mighty torrent, and pierces the inmost recesses 
of his heart like a flash of lightning ; which irresistibly 
and instantaneously convinces, without leaving him 
leisure to weigh the motives of conviaion. The ser- 
mons of Bourdaloiie, the funeral orations of Bossuet, 
particularly that on the death of Henrietta, and the 
pleadings of Pelisson for his disgraced patron Fouquet, 
are the only pieces of eloquence I can recollect, that 
bear any resemblance to the Greek or Roman ora- 
tor ; for in England we have been particularly unfor- 
tunate in our attempts to be eloquent, whether in parlia- 
ment, in the pulpit, or at the bar. If it be urged, 
that the nature ot modem politics and laws excludes 
the pathetic and the sublime, and confines the speaker 
to a cold argumentative method, and a dull detail of 
proof and dry matters of fact; yet, surely, the Re- 
ligion of the modems abounds in topics so incompara- 
bly noble and exalted, as might kindle the flames of 
genuine oratory in the most frigid and barren genius; 
much more might this success be reasonably expected 
from such geniuses as Britain can enumerate ; yet no 
piece of this sort, woithy applause or notice, has ever 
yet appeared. 

'' The few, even among professed scholars, that are 
able to read the ancient Historians in their inimitable 
originals, are startled at the paradox of Bolingbroke, 
w4io boldly prefers Guicciardini to Thucydides ; that 
is, the most verbose and tedious to the most compre- 
hdhsive and concise of writers, and a collector of 6cts 
to one who was hiniself an eye-witness and a principal 
actor in the important story he relates. And, indeed, 
it may well be presumed, that the ancient histories ex- 
ceed the modern from this single consideration, that 
the latter are commonly compiled by recluse scholars, 
unpractised in business, war, and politics ; whilst the 
former are n^ny of them written by ministers, com- 
manders, and princes themselves. We have, indeed^ 
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a few flimsy memoirs^ p^rticularlv in a neighboumg 
sation, written by persons deeply interested in the 
transactions they describe ; btft these I imagine will 
not be compared to « The retreat of the ten thousj^d' 
which XenophoQ himself conducted and related, nor 
to * The Gallic Wv* of Carsar, nor * The preciojiuv 
fragment* of Polybius, which our modern gen^ral# 
ana ministers would not be discredited h^ duigently 
perusing, and ipaki^g them tlie models of their conduct 
as well as of their style. Are the reflectiops qf Ma- 
chiavel so subtle and refined a» those pf Ta^it^s I A*» 
the portraits of Thuanus so strpng and 93(pre4sive dfi 
those of Sallufit and Plutarch ? Are the nafxaxi4¥^f of 
Davila so lively and animated, or do his sentiaoea^ 
breathe such a love of liberty and viitue, a^ l^Qs^ of 
Livy and Herodotus ? 

The supreme excellence of the ancient Ai^hitepturey 
Jthe last paiticular to be touched, I shall not eni^rgit 
. upon, because it has never once been galled in i^Mes¥ 
lion, and because it is abundantly testified by th^ 9XfAA 
fuins of amphi-theatres, aqueducts, arches, aod co* 
. lumns, that are the daily objects of veneration, though 
not of imitation. This art, it is observably, has never 
been improved in later ages in one single instance f but 
every just and legitimate edifice is fttill {Qrm/$d.ac« 
cording to the five old established orders to which 
human wit has «ev^r been able to 9d4 ? ^ix^ qf 
equal symmetry and strength. 

Such, therefore, are the triumphs of the A6\gi0if9| 
f specially the Greeks, over the Modeims- THey m^y^ 
perhaps, Jbe not unjiistly ascribed to a genial q^tni^f/^ 
that gave such a happy tempei*ament or body .a^ wa^ 
most proper ^) produce fine sensation^; ^alaY^gvwe 
most harmonious, copious, and forcible ; tP cbe pifWp 
encouragements and honours bestowed pn the culti* 
Tators of literature ; to the emulation excited vxioftg 
the generous youth, by e;^iUup|U of their pejd(g|nM 
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ances at the solemn games ; to their inattention to 
the arts of lucre and commerce, which engross and de- 
base the minds of the modems; and above all, to an 
exemption from the necessity of overloading their na- 
Wal Faculties with leamitog and Iaiiguage8» with which 
we in these later times are obliged to qualify ourselves 
for writers, if we expect t9 br read. 

It is said by Voltaire, with his usual liveliness, * We 
shall never affain b^old the time, when a Duke de la 
RochefoucauJt might go from the conversation of a 
Pascal or Amauld, to the theatre of Comeille/ Thit 
reflection may be more justly applied to the ancients, 
and it may with much greater U*uth be said ; * The age 
will never again return, when a Pericles, after walk- 
ing with Plato in a portico built by Phidias, and paint- 
ed ly Apelles, might repair to hear a pleading of 
Demosthenes, or a tragedy of Sc^hocles.* 

I shall next examine the other part of Addison's as* 
tertion, that the modems excel the ancients in all the 
arts of Ridicule, and assign Ae reasons of this sup^ 
posed excellence* 

z 
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Ille sinistrorsum, tie dextrarsum abit ; unus utriqui * 
MrroTy sed variis iUudit partibus* HOR.* 

When in a wood wc leave the certain way. 

One error foojs us, though we various stray. 

Some to the left, and some to t'other side. FRANCIS* 

It is common among all the classes of mankind, to 
charge each other with trifling away life : eivery man 
looks on the occupation or amusement of his neigh- 
bour, as something below the dignity of our nature, 
and unworthy of the attention of a rational being. 
* - A man who considers the paucity of the wants of 
nature, and who, being acquainted ' with the various 
means by which all manual occupations are now facili* 
tated, observes what numbers are supported by the la- 
bour of a few, would, indeed, be inclined to wonder, 
how the multitudes who are exempted from the ne* 
cessity of working either for themselves or others, 
find business to fill up the vacuities of life. The 
greater part of mankind neither card the fleece, dig the 
mine, fell the wood, nor gather in the harvest ; they 
neither tend herds nor build houses ; in what then are 
they employed ? 

This is certainly a question, which a distant pro- 
spect of the world will not enable us to answer. 
We find all ranks and ages mingled together in a 
tumultuous confusion with haste in their motions* 
dAd eagerness in their looks ; but what they have ta 
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* pursue or iVoid, It more mitmte observation must inform 
fliem. 

' When we analyse the crowd into individuals, it 
noon appearg that the passions and imaginations of 
'men wifl not easily suffer them to be icfle : we see 
things coveted merely because they are rare, and 
pursued because they are fiigitive ; we see men 
todspire to fix an arbitrary value on that which is 
worthless in itself, and then contend for the pos- 
session. One is a collector of fossils, of which he 
*knowS no other use than to shew them ; and when 
he has stocked his own repository, grieves that the 
'Itones which he Has left behind him should be 
Jicked up by another. The florist nurses a tulip, 
and repines that his rival's beds -enjoy the same 
showers and sun-shine with his own. This man is 
Slurrying to a concert, only lest others should have 
tieard uie new musician before him ; another bursts 
from his company to the play, because he fancies 
himself the patron of an actress ; some spend the 
morning in consultations with their taylor, and 
^ome in directions to their cook : some are form- 
ing parties, for cards, and some laying wagers at a 
Korse-race. 

It cannot, t think, be denied, that some of these 
!ives are passed in trifles, in occupations by which 
the busy neither benefit themselves nor others, and 
by which no man could be long engaged, who se- 
riously considered what he was doing, or had know- 
ledge enough to compare what he is with what he 
might be made. However, as people who have the 
^ame inclination generaDy flock together, every 
trifler is kept in countenance by the sight of others 
as unprof5tably active as himself; by kindling the 
hcst of competition, he in time thinks himself im- 
portant, and by having his mind intensely engaged, 
4e is secured from weariness of himself. 
X 3 
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Some degree of self-approbation is el^y^ the re- 
ward of diligence ; and I cannot, therefore, but con** 
siderthe laborious cultivation of petty pleasures, as a 
more happy and more virtuous disposition, than that 
universal contempt and haughty negligence, which 
is sometimes associated with powerful faculties, but 
is often assumed by indolence when it disowns its 
name, and aspires to the appellation of greatness of 
mind. 

It has been long observed, that drollery, and ri- 
dicule is the most easy kind of wit : let it be* added, 
that contempt and arrogance is the easiest philo- 
sophy. To find some objection to every thing, anc^ 
to dissolve in perpetual laziness under pretenc* 
that occasions are wanting to call forth activity, to 
laugh at those who are ridiculously busy without 
'setting an example of more rational industry, is no 
less in the pewer of the meanest than of the highest 
intellects. 

Our present state has placed us at once in such 
different relations, that every human employment, 
which is not a visible and immediate act of gooi- 
ness, will be in some respect or other subject tp 
contempt : but it is true, likewise, that almost every 
act, which is not directly vicious, is in $6me respect 
beneficial and laudable. * I often,* says Bruyere, 
* observe from my window, two beings of erect form 
and amiable countenance, endowed wfth the powers of 
reason, able to clothe their thoughts in language, and 
convey their notions to each other. They rise early 
in the morning, and are every day employed till sun- 
set in rubbing two smootli stones together, or, in othejr 
terms, in poHshing marble.' 

* If lions could paint,' says the fable^ * in the 
room of those pictures which exhibit men vanquishing 
lions, we should see lions feeding upon men.«^ If the 
^tone-cutter could have written like Bruyer^ what 
would he liave replied i 
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. * I look tip>* says he, * every day from my shop, 
upon a man whom the idlers, who stand still to 
gaze. upon my work, often celebrate as a wit and a 
philosopher. I often perceive his face clouded 
with' care, and am told that his taper is sometimetv 
turning at midnight. The sight of a mm who; 
works so much harder than nr^elf, excited my 
(furiosity. I heard no sound of topis in his apart- 
ment, and, therefore, could not imagine, what he 
was doing ; but 'was told at last, that he .was writing 
descriptions of mankind, who when he had de- 
scribed them would live just as they had lived be« 
fore; that he sat up whole nights. to change a sen- 
teivce, because the sound of a letter was too often 
repeated ; that he was often disquieted with douUst 
about the propriety of a word \vhich every body 
ui^derstood ; that he would hesitate between two. 
expressions equally proper, till he could not fix his 
choice but by consulting his friends; that he will 
run from one end of Paris to the; other, for an op- 
portunity of reading a period to a nice eaj?; that 
. if a single line is heard with cojicji^ess and inattei;!) 
tipn, he returns home dejected .ai^d disconsolate ; 
and that by all this care and labour, .he hopes only. 
to make a little book, which at . lasst will teach no 
useful art, and which none who has it not will per-: 
?eive himself to want. I have often wondered for 
what end such a being as this wds sent into •die' 
world; and should be glad to see those who hv.4 
thus foolishly, seized by an order of the goyern-.^ 
foent, and obliged to labour at some usefid occu- 
pation.' , , • 
Thus, by a partial and imperfect repF^sentatipn,' 
may every thing he made equjilly ridiculous. He 
that gazed with contempt on human beings rub- 
bing stones together, might have prolonged the 
flgme amusement by yralking through the .cityr.9n4 
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•eeing otli^ni with looki of import^ctf ^edping one 
brick upon aiiodier ; or by rambling itit<> the cOufl* 
try, where he might observe other creatures of th« 
s^noe kind driving in a piece of «harp iron into the clay^ 
Or in the language of men less enlightened^ ploi^hing 
the field. 

As it is thus easy by a detail of mintlte circum* 
stances to^ make eveiy thing little^ so it is not dif-* 
ficult by ^n aggregation of efl^u to make every 
thing great. Tlie polisher of marble may be fbnii<* 
ing ornaments for the palaces of virtue, and th^ 
schools of science; or providing tables oh which 
the actions of heroes and the discoveries of iage« 
shall be recorded, for the incitemeitt and instruc-< 
tion of future generations. l*he mason is tsxHr^ 
dsing one of the principal arts by which reasonifig 
beings are distingruished from the brute, the art to 
which life owes much of its safety and all its coti'' 
venlence, by which we are secured fh)m the in* 
clemency of tlie seasons, and fortified agaittst tho 
ravages of hostility ; and the ploughman is chftn^ng 
the iBCt of nature, diffusing plenty and happiness ovd* 
kingdoms, and compelling the earth to gnre fix>d to 
her Inhabitants. 

Greatness and littleness are terms merely com* 
parative ; and we err in our estimation of things^ 
because we measure them by some wrong st«ndara. 
The trifler proposes to himself Only to equal or 
oxcel some other trifler, and is happy or miserable 
as he succeeds of miscarries : the man of sedentary 
desire and uoactive ambition sits comparing hi« 
power with his wishes ; and makes his inability to 
perlbrm things impossible, an excuse to htmselt for 
peiibrmifig nothing. Man can only form k just 
estimate of his Own actions, by making his power 
tiie ttBt of his performance, by comparing what he 
.does witib what he cao do. Whocrer et«uiily per- 
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(eyeres in the exertiOD of all his faculties^ does ivhat 
is great with respect to himself ; and v^t will not 
be despised by Hifn, who has given to all created 
beings their different abilities : he faithfully performs 
the task of life, within whatever limits rns labours 
may . be confined, or how soon soever they may be 
forgotten. . .> 

We can conceive so much more than we .can ac- 
complishy that whoever tries his own actions by his 
iniagiAation, may appear despicable in his own 
eyes. He that despises for its litdeness any thing 
really useflil, has no pretensions to appUud the gran- 
deur of his conceptions; ^ince nothing but .^larrow-^ 
ness of mind hinders him from seeing, that by pur- 
suing the same principles every thing Hmited will ap- 
pear contemptible. 

He that neglefcts the care of his family, while hit 
benevolence expands itself in scheming the happiness 
of imaginary kingdoms^ might with e^ual reason sit 
oa'a« throne dreaming of universal empire, and 6f the 
<lifRision of blessings over all the globe : yet even tliis 
globe is little, compared with the system of matter 
within our view 1 and that system barely sometliing 
more. than non-entity, compared with- the boundless 
regions of space, to which neither eye nor imaginauon 
can extend. 

From .conceptions, therefore, of what we might 
have be^n,' and from* wishes to be' what we are not, 
conceptions that we know to be foolish, and wishes 
which we feel to be vain, we must necessarily de- 
scend to the consideration of what we are. We 
have powers very scanty in their utmost extent, but 
ilhich in different men are differently proportiour 
c4». Suitably to these powers we have duties pre* 
scribed, which we must neither decline > for the sakq 
o£. ddightlog .purs^lyes with eaf ier . amuKmentSi nojT 
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In order to the right comkct erf" mir live*, we mu3t 
remember, that we are Hot born to please ourselves.^ 
He thait studies sknpiy his owil satisfaction, wiH always^ 
fiad the proper busWieM of hitfi statiOD too hard or too 
easy for him. But if we bear continually in ^flind^ 
our lotion to The Father of Bdngf by whom Ve 
are pkced ia the worlds an^ who ha* allotted as tbe 
part which We are to bear in the general fystotn of 
life, we shaH be easily percnsaded td res^ oof owa m-< 
ciiiidti^s to UiMk-mg WtBAomt attd do the work de* 
creed for ttS with ch^rfulnesl afid di^geflce» 

T 
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Caudia i TtJV* 

Whatc*cr excites our hatred, love or joy, . 
' tbr hope, or fear, dieie themes my mtwe iemploy. 

to THE AbVENtUftftR. 

s», Badi,Deo.tf. 

iLfioNAltDO DA ViNoiy one of the rhHi atctmi^ 
plished masters in the art of painlidgi wM accoib 
tomed to delineate instantly in his pocket book 
fcrery face in which he discottred any singttkuityof 
air or featum By jthis method Ik obUii^ a ran 
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coHectiPQ of vdrwB €Oip}|eB#iV9e9 ; and cficif^d that 
l^en un^rmity and re«e9iWa9ice> 90 viaifale m th« 
.^•r^iity of history pie^#» th^^ the »ectat0r ip apt 
toi^agjjin^ all the figure* 91^ of oae ^mUy- 

As ^ npKMr^liM flhioi^d imitate thU pra^e» and 
l^«(Qk f^aaer9 li'om th^ li$», m lh« mmnt in 
>^Pi^h ^ey gtrik* hifa ; I 9«Mi|^ i^yaetf y^tterday 
in th^ Pump^r^OBi, by ^aten^gting the different 
fOQduipQa and dbai-j^/^Fa of ihe versoM who were 
IQOvipg belbre n>e, and pamcuWly the varioui 
fllptives that bfl^iencedlhefn to c^owd tp the city. 

^|hr9<^b^» » y<W*Pg Bfb|*»an of gre«t hopeg 
gn^ Wf^ pr9pertya leS iotp a e«Hirq« of early de- 
j^uiBJbfMygt We4tn>in$^i: spho<^l, a«d ^t the 1^ of 
fixtee^ priii^ely ke|^t m abandoned woman of the 
^w% IP H^se lodg^gs he st^* ip the iotervala of 
^^^l h^4F% and vi^ho eopn comniunicated to him 
fi 4mmi^ ^ pppiliar pp.^er to ppison the springs of 
ii^j sf^ pre¥^Bt l|he m^turj^y of maishood. His 
. \^j i/^ «Qery^ed ^nd esHtciated> hi^ cheek yetiow* 
§is4 ^od^es^t ]^« h^pd p^.9ied« and hi« mind 
^opiy a«4 dtjecljei Jt Mng thopght, however, 
fih^i^^ ^^fiefis^ for th^ welfare of hi$ family 
ij^he 8l>i^ld m^rry, he has h^n betrothed*, in Ulii 
^^^d(\d ^opditioi, to a fedy ^ho^ beauty and war 
§iUf 9^ in.^r J99qridiai9 ; ^nd hj^i physicians ha^e «!«-' 
dered him to these salutary waters to try if it be pa«r 
ijb)^ (^ t^ ^> mi^Q^Gv » little, health b^^e the mar- 
^^Ipp j§ ^efeV^ted* C^P we winder at th^ dimir 
4Hfh^d #Q^of half-fprined mm9ih that crawl about 
§iil^ ^t^lVtA iff tihe sh^pe of men, when matches so 
^i^qu^ fod %>^ ynp^t^r^ are not only peimittedy but 
eiajoiiipd ^ » tcM of &4 . duty» and the condition of 

-Frrom the faiat umbrae* 
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Xnertio is -a plump and healthy old bachelor^ a 
senior fellow' of a rich society in one of our uni- 
versities, whose chief business in life is to ride ber 
fore dinner for a good appetite, and after it for a 
good digestion. Not only his situation but his 
taste has determined him to continue in a state of 
cdibacy ; * for,' says he, * at present I can afford- 16 
drink port and keep a couple of geldings ; but if I 
should rashly encumber myself with madam and 
her brats, I must descend to walk on foot and drink 
ale.* • He was much alarmed at missing his regulat 
annual fit of the gout, and, on that account, having 
waited for it with impatience and uneasiness k 
month longer than the expected time, he hurned to 
this city in hopes of acquiring it by the efficacy of 
the waters. I found him yesterday extremely de- 
jected, and on my entering his chamber, ^ iLik/ 
•aid he, < is foil of vexations and disappointments ; 
what a dreadliil accident !' I imagined that some 
•elected friend, some brother of his choice?, '.was 
dead, or that the college treasury was burnt: but 
he immediately undeceived me by adding — * I was 
presented with the finest, the fattest collar of bra^fn, 
and expected it at dinner this day : but the rascally 
carrier has coniweyed it to a wrong place, fifty miles oft, 
and before I can receive it| it wi)l be absolutely unfit 
for eating.' 

Here likewise is the learned and ingenious CHto: 
Crito is a genius of a superior order, who hath long 
instructed and entertained his country by many in* 
comparable works of literature and morality ; and 
who in a Grecian commonwealth would have hgd 
a statue erected, and have been maintained at the 
public expence ; but in this kingdom lie has witH' 
great difficulty gained a precarious competence, by 
incessant labour and application. These uninteN 
nipted and uiirewarded studies have at Jeiigth' im* 
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paired his healthy and undermined a conttitudon na^ 
turally vigorous and happy : and as Crito hat never 
been able to lay up a sum sufficient to procure him 
the assistance which the debility of sickness and age 
require, he was obliged to insure his life, and borrow 
at exorbitant interest a few pounds to enable him 
to perform this journey to Bath, which alone could 
restore his health and spirits ; and now, as his money 
and credit are exhausted, he will be compelled to 
abandon this place, when his cure is only half-effected ; 
and must retire to languish in a little lodging in Lon- 
don, while his readers and admirers content them- 
selves with lamenting his distress, and wondering 
bow it comes to pass that nothing has been done for 
a man of such distinguished abilities and integrity. 

Doctor Pamper is possessed of three large eccle- 
siastical preferments : his motive for coming hither is 
somewhat singular ; it is, because his parishes cannot 
furnish him with a set of persons that are equal to 
him in die knowledge of whist ; he is, therefore, 
necessitated every season to frequent this place, where 
alone he can meet with gamesters that are worth con- 
tending with. 

SpumosiuS) who is one of the liveliest of free- 
thinkers, had not been three months at the Temple 
before he became irresistibly enamoured of the beauty 
of virtue. He always carried a Shaftesbury in his 
pocket, and used to read and explain the striking 
passages to large circles at the coftee-house $ he was 
of opmion that for purity and perspicuity, elegance of 
style, and force of reasonings the Characteristics were 
incomparable, and were models equally proper for 
regulating our taste and our morals. He discovered 
a delicate artificial connection in these discourses* 
which to vulgar eyes appear to be loose and incohe* 
rent rhapsodies : nay, he clearly perceived, that each 
tieatise depended oa the foregou^, and altogether 

VOL. XXV. . X 
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oqmjpQKi one nnilbnn wbole^ and the QsUest sysitna 
q( truth aod virtue that had been imparted to maor 
Idod. He quarrelled irrecoocilahly with hift devest 
friend* who happened to hint, that the style wa^ 
ftfl^cted and unharmonious, the meti^hors far-fetdbed 
and Tioient, and frequently coarse and illiberal, the 
arguments inconclusive and unfair, the raillery frigid 
and insipid, and totally diierent from the Attic irony 
tf Socrates, which the aulihor presumed to propose for 
{lis pattern. Spumosius always disdained to pxactlse 
virtue on the mean and mercenary nqotives of rewmrd 
and punishment ; and was convinced,, that so excellent 
a creature as man might be kept in order by the 
ailken cords of delicacy anddeconin. He, thefc&re» 
frequently sneered at the priestly notions of heatrea 
and hell, as fit only tp be entertained by vulgar and 
sordid minds. Bui being lately attacked b^i^ a severe 
distemper, he betrayed fears that were not coaq^alihW 
with the boidness of his former professions ; and ter- 
rified at the approach of death, has had reoourse to 
various remedies, and is at last arrived here,, as 
full c^ doubt as of disease, but feeling moi» acute 
nam in his mind than can possibly be inflicted on his 

Mr. Gull wa» Utely a soap-boiler ^ Chester^ btt 
l^ing accumulated a va^t fortune by trade» 1^ i« new 
resolved to he poHtCfc and enjoy his money with t^ste. 
He bw brQvght his numerous family of aukwavd girls 
hither»^ pnly because he has heard that peopib of 
fashion, dp ajt this time Qf the year, generally take a 
trip to Ba^ : and &r the same reason h» intende isk 
th^ spring to make a journey to Faiis, and wiU, I dare 
mi^t. ^nunence vixtuoso on his return, and be a pj^o- 
fessed judge of dress, pictsres^ and fumitsure. 

I must not for^ to inform you that we. hai^ the 
tompmy of Captaiii Gairish, a wit aiul a. crittc».^hci 
yields h^ k jeriectly acquainted with th^ but 
""7 
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. ivriters of the age» and whose opinion on every new 
woik is deemed decisive in the Pump-room, The 
prefaces of Dryden, and the French critics, are the 
sources from which his immense literature is derived, 
Dacier's Plutarch has enabled him to talk familiarly 
4s( the ^06t celebrated -Greeks and Romans, and 
Bayle's Dictionary finished him for a scholar. Some- 
times he vouchsafes to think the Adventurer tolerable ; 
but he generally exclaims, * How grave and senten- 
tious ! Good Heavens I what more Greek ! This 
circumstance will ruin the credit of the paper. They 
will not take my advice, for you nnist know I am 
intimate whh all the authors of it ; they are ten in 
number ; and some of the m But as I have been 
^trusted withlhi&k secreftrs, I foust disclose tio^im>r^ 
To tell yoH the trutii, I Imve pirtn tliem 4i few «&say« 
^€df> wlskh I hssvt ^mkwa for my amusement 
upon geard.* 

If the«e portraits, wluch ane faithfliily topied £mm 
fks ^Sty ^sibiM amuse you, I may, perhaps, lakt Uk 
e|^l»tiity «f adding td the ooUection. 
lam, 
Z Mr. Adventurer, Yours, 

FHlLOM£D£& 
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Q^i M0ff est bodUt eras mivtuMptus erst. ■ MART. 

. The man will surely fail who dares delay, 
And lose to-morroiv that hss lost to-day. 

' .' . * 

Jt was said by Raleigh, when some of his friendi 

lamented his confinement under a sentence of death; 
.which he knew not how soon he might suffer, < that 
the world itself was only a larger prison, out of which 
some were every day selected for Execution.* That 
there is. a time when every man is struck with a sense 
of this awful .truth, I do not doubt ; and, perhaps, 
a hasty speculatist would, conclude that its influence 
would be stronger in proportion ' as it moft fre- 
queptly occurred: but upon every mind that is be* 
come familiar with calamity, calamity loses its force ; 
and misery grows less only by its continuance, be- 
cause those who have long sunered, lose their sen- 
sibility. 

If he, who lies down at night in the vigour and 
health of five-and-twenty, should rise in the morn- 
ing with the infirmities of fourscore, it is. not impro^ 
bable that he would sink under a sense of his condi* 
tion ; regret of enjoyments which could never return, 
would preclude all that remained, and the last mourn- 
ful effects of decay would be hastened and aggravated 
l>y anticipation. But those who have been enfeebled 
\iy decrees, who have beep shaken ten years by tb$> 
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die palsy 5 or ct^ed by the goat, fre^jueody totter 
about upon their crutches wiSi an air of waggisli 
jocularity, are always ready to ent«tain their com- 
pany with a jest, meet their acquaintance with a 
toothless grin, and are the first to toast a youn^ 
tenity when diey can scarce lift the glass to their 
Bps. Even criminals, who knew that in the morn- 
ing they were to die, have often slept in the night ; 
tjiough yenr few of those who hate been committed 
for a capttal offence, which they knew would be easily 
proved, have slept the first night after they were con- 
fined. Danger «o sudden and so imminent alarms, 
eonfbunds, and terrifies ; but after a time stupor sup- 
plies the want of fortitude ; and as the evil approaches. 
It is in effect less terrible, except in the moment when 
h arrives : and then, indeed, it is common to lament 
that insensibility, which before perhaps was volunta- 
♦rily increased by drunkenness or di8sij)atioB, by 
SoMary intemperance or tumultuous company. 

There is some reason to believe, that < this power 
of the world to come,* as it is expressed in the sub* 
limity of Eastern metaphor, is generally felt at the 
same age. The dread of death has seldom been 
Ibund to intrude upon die cheerifulness, aimplkatyj 
and innocence of children ; they gaze at a ftmera! 
procession with as much vacant curiosity, as at any 
odier shew, and see t!he world change before them 
without the least sense of their own share in the 
rirfssitude. In youdi, when all the appetites are 
strong, and every gratification is heightened by no* 
velty, the mind resists mournful impressions with a 
kind of dastic power, by wluch the signature that 
is forced upon it is immediately eflfeced : when this 
tumult first subsides, while Ac attachment of Kfe 
Is yet strong, and the mind bej^s to look forward^ 
and concert measures by wliich those enjoyments 
Ittay be secured which it is «oltdtoii6 to keep) or 
Y 9 
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Others obtained to atone for the diiappoiotmsnts that 
Sfe pasty then death starts up like a spectre in all hi« 
terrors, the blood is. chilled at his appearance, he 
is perceived to approach with a constant and irresisti- 
ble pace, retreat is impossible, and resistance is vain. 

The terror and anguish which this image produces 
whenever it first rushes upon the mind, are always 
complicated with a sense of guilt and remorse ; and 
generally produce some hasty and zealous purposes of 
more uniform virtue and more ardent devotion, of 
something that may secure us not only from tlie 
worm that never dies and the fire that is not quenched, 
but from total mortality, and admit hope to the re- 
gions beyond the grave. 

This purpose is seldom wholly relinquished, 
though it is not always executed with vigour and 
perseverance ; the reflection which produced it often 
recurs, but it still recurs with less force ; desire of 
immediate pleasui*e becomes predominant ; appetite is 
no longer restrained ; and either all attempts to 
secure future happiness are deferred * to a more con- 
venient season,' or some expedients are sought to 
render sensuality and virtue compatible, and to obtain 
?very object of hope without lessening the treasures 
of possession. Thus vice naturally becomes the dis- 
ciple of infidelity ; and the wretch who dares not 
^spire .to the heroic virtue of a Christian, listens with 
eagerness to every objection against, the authority of 
that law by which he is condemned, and labours in 
rain to establish another that will acquit him : he 
forms many arguments to justify natural desires ; he 
learns at length to impose upon himself; and assents 
to principles which yet in his heart he does not 
believe ; he thinks himself convinced, that virtue 
fnust be happiness, and thsn dreams that. happiness is 
firtue. 
•,. These fraucls, though they would have been. ii%* 
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possible in the hour of conviction and terror, are yet- 
practised with gr^at ease when it is pa?t, and; contri- 
bute very much to prevent its return. It is, indeed, 
scarce possible, that it should return with* the same 
force, because the power of novelty is necessarily 
exhausted in the first onset. Some incidents,, how* 
ever, there are, which renew the terror ; and they 
seldom foil to renew the purpose : upon the death of 
a friend, a parent, or a wife, the comforts and the 
confidence of sophistry are at an end j the moment 
that suspends the influence of temptation, restores 
the power of conscience, and at once" rectifies the 
wnderiitanding. He, who has been labouring to 
explain away those duties which he had not fortitude 
to practise, then sees the vanity of the attempt ; he 
regrets the time that is past, and resolves to improve 
that which remains : but if the first pui-pose of refor^ 
mation has been ineffectual, the second is seldom ex- 
j'cuted } as the sense of danger by which it is produced 
IB not so strong, the motive is less ; and as the power 
of appetite is increased by habitual gratification,, the 
opposition is more : the new conviction wears off; 
the duties are again neglected as unnecessary, which 
are found to be unpleasant ; the lethargy of the soul 
returns, and as the danger increases she becomes less 
susceptible of fear. 

Thus the dreadful condition of him, * who looks 
back after having put his hand to the plough,' may 
be resolved into natural causes ; and it may be 
affirmed, upon mere philosophical principles, that 
tliere is a call which is repeated no more, and an apos-' 
tasy from which it is extremely difficult to return. 

Let those who still delay that which yet they be^^ 
lieve to be of eternal moment, remember that their 
motives to effect it will still grow weaker, and the 
difficulty of the work perpetually increase ; to neglect 
it now, therefore, is a pledge that it will be neglec;c4 
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for ever : "soA -if -they are itmsed by this thought, let 
them instantly improve its inffluence ; for eren dii» 
riiought when it returns, will return with less power, 
and though it should rouse them now, will perhapt 
louse them no more. But let them not confide m 
«uch virtue as can be practised without a struggle, 
said which interdicts the gratification of no passion 
but mahctf ; nor adopt principles which could never 
be believed at die only time when they could be use* 
fill ; like arguments which men sometimes form when 
diey slumber, and the moment they awake discover to 
be absurd. 

' Let those who in the anguish of an aw&ened 
iafiind have regretted the past, and resolved to redeem 
it in the ftture, persist invariatbly to do whatever they 
iflien wished to have done. Let this be established 
)a a constant rule of action, and opposed to all the 
tavils of sophistry and sense ; for this wish will ine- 
Yitably return when it must for ever be ineffectual, at 
that awful moment when < the shadow of death shall 
be stretched over iiiem, and tfa^t xi^ht commence In 
uvUcb no man can worl^ 
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"Misce 



Ergo aliquid noitris de tnoribus, JUV. 

And iQingle somfthini; of our times to please. 

DRYDEN, Juy. 

FoNTENELLE, in hi8 panegyric on Sir Isaac Newton, 
closes a long enumeration of that great philosopher's 
virtues arid attainments, \vith an observation, that 
^he was, not distinguished from other men by any 
jiingulaiity either natural or affected.' 

It is an eminent instance of Newton's superiority 
to the rest of mankind, that he was able to separate 
Jcnowledge from those weaknesses by which knowledge 
is generally disgraced ; that he was able to excel m 
Kience and wisdom, without purchasing them by 
the neglect of little things ; and that he stood alone, i 
merely because he had left the rest of mankind be- 
Jiind him, np^ because he deviated from the beaten 
^rack. 

Whoever, after the example of Plutarch, should 
compare the lives of illustrious men, might set this 
part of Newton's character to view with great ad- 
vantage, by opposing it to that of Bacon, perhaps 
the only man of later ages, who has any preten- 
tions to dispute with him the palm of genius and 
(icience. 

Bacon, after he had added to a long and careful 
contemplation of ahnost every other object of know* 
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ledge a curious inspection into common life, and" 
after having surveyed nature as a philosophery had 
examined * men's business and bosoms' as a states* 
man ; yet failed so much in the conduct of domes- 
tic affairs, that, in the most lucrative post to which 
a great and wealthy kingdom could advance him, 
he felt all the miseries of distressful poverty, and 
committed all the crimes to which poverty incites. 
Such were at once his negligence and rapSTcity, that 
as it is said, he would gain by unworthy practises that 
nloney, which, when so acquired, his servants might 
•teal horn one end of the table, while he sat studious 
and abstracted at the other. 

As scarcely any man has reached. the excellenccp 
Very few have sunk to the weakness of fiacon : but 
almost all the studious tribe, as they obtain any par- 
ticipation of his knowledge, 'feel likewise some conta- 
gion of his defects; and obstruct the veheratiqn 
which learning would procure, by follies greater or 
less to which only learning could betray them. 

It has been formerly remarked by The Guardian^ 
that the world punishes with too great severity the 
error of those, who imagine that die igporance of 
little' things may be compensated by the knowledge 
of great ; for so it is, that as more can detect .petty 
failings than can distinguish or esteem great qualin- 
cations, and as mankind is in general more easily 
<ii8po8ed to censure than to admiration, conteiu»t i^ 
often incurred by slight mistakes, Which real virtue 
or useftilness cannot counterbakmce. 

Yet such mistakes and inadveitencies, it is not 
'easy for a man deeply immersed in study to avoid | 
fio man can become qualified for the common in- 
tercourses of life, by private meditation i the man- 
lOers of the wodd are not a regular .system, planned 
ly philosophers upon settled principles, in which 
every cause has a congruous (ffiect, and one part 
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ha» ^ ]ttfit refiaroBce to- aoother. Of the fashumspro- 
valent in every country, a few have aasen, perhap&y 
fi-OD* {oiticular temperaturea of the climate ; a ^w 
mora irom the coAstitutipu of the government ; but 
the greater part hav^ growA up by chance, been 
itarted by caprice, been cpntrived by .affectation, or 
^iTOwed without any. just motives of choice from 
odier CQi«ime«^ 

Of ail these, the savage that hunts' his prey, upoa 
the SBOugtainsii and the sagj that speculates in hi^ 
closQt, iwist necessarily live in ecj^al igooiance ; 
jet by the observatipn of these trifles it is, that the 
ranks of mankind are kc^ in order, that the address 
of one to another is regulated, and the general busi- 
ness of the world, cairied oa with £icility and 
mvsthod. 

Thes^ thiogs* therefore, though small in them* 
felves, be^Qiw^ ^eat b^ their frequency ; * and he 
very much mistakes his own interest, who, to the 
unavoidable uoskiUUlness of abstraction and retire- 
ment, adds a voluntary neglect of common forms, 
and increases the disadvantages of a studious course 
ef Ufe by aa arrogant contempt of those practices, 
by which others endeavour to gain favour aiui nudtit 
py faendships* 

. A real and interior dUdaio of fashion, and cene*. 
inony, is indeed, not very often to be found : muclx 
the greater part of those who pretend to laugh ^at 
loppery and formalities, secretly wish to, have /pos^ 
«essed those qualifications which they pretend t^ 
despise; and because they fmd it difficult to waslt 
away the tiocture which they have so deeply imbib*>, 
ed, endeavour to harden themselves in a sullen ap-; 
wobation of d>eir own colour. Neutrality is a state, 
mto which the- busy passions of man cannot easil)^. 
subside ; smA he wtio is jin d^^ qf the ^angs. o^ 
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envy, is generally forced to recreate Ms imaginadpn 
with an effort of contempt. 

Some, however, may be found, who, supported 
by the consciousness of great abilities, and elevated 
by a long course of reputation and applause, volun* 
tarily consign themselves to singularity, aflFeet to 
cross the roads of life because they know that they 
shall not be justled, and indulge a boundless gratis 
fication of will, because they perceive - that they 
shall be quietly obeyed. Men of this kind are ge* 
oerally known by the name of Humourists, an ap- 
pellation by which he that has obtained it> and 
can be contented to keep it, is set free at once from 
the shackles of fashion ; and caft go in or out, sit or 
stand, be talkatiVe or silent, gloomy or merry, ad- 
vance absurdities or oppose demonstration, without 
any othe^ reprehension from mankind, than that, it 
is his way, that he is an odd fellow^ and must be let 
alone. 

This seems, to many, an easy papsport through the 
various factions of mankind ; and those on whom it 
is bestowed, appear too frequently to consider the 
patience with which their caprices are suffered as art 
undoubted evidence of their own importance, of a 
genius to which submission is universally paid^ and 
whose irregularities are only considered as conse- 
quences of its vigour. These peculiarities, however^ 
are always found to spot a character, though they 
may not totally obscure it ; and he who expects froni 
mankind, that they should give up established customs 
in compliance with his single will, and exacts that 
deference which he does not pay, way be endured, 
but can never be approved. 

Singularity is, I think, in its own nature, unirer* 
sally and invariably displeasing. In whatever re«» 
specta man differs, from others, he must be con« 
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isidefcd by them as either worse of betJ«- : by be- 
ing better, it is well known tllat a man gains admi- 
ration oftener than love, since all approbation of 
his practice must necessarily condemn him that 
gives it ; aad though a man often pleases by inferi- 
ority, theue are few who desire to give such pka- 
sure. Yet the truth is, that singularity is almost 
always regarded as a brand of slight reproach ; and 
where it is associated with acknowledged merit, 
aerves as an abatement or an allay of excellence, 
by which weak eyes are reconciled to its lustre, and 
by which, though kindness is not gained, at Ipast envy 
is averted. 

But let no man be in haste to cc»clude his own 
merit so great or conspicuous, as to require or jus* 
tify singuiai'ity : it is as hazardous for a moderate 
understanding to usurp the prerogatives of genius, 
as for a common form to play over the airs of uncon? 
tested beauty. The pride of men will not patiently 
aidure to see one, whose understanding or attain* 
ments aie but level with their own, break the rules by 
vvhich they have consented . to be bound, or forsake 
the direction which they submissively follow.. All 
violation of established practice implies in its own 
nature a rejection of the common opinion, a defiance 
of common censure, and an appeal from general law^ 
to private judgment : "hei therefore, who ditFeis ftpm 
others without apparent advantage, ought not to be an- 
gry if his arrogance is punished with ridicule ; if those, 
whose example he superciliously overlooks, point him 
out to derision, and hoot him back again into the 
common road. 

The pride of singularity is often exerted in little 
things, where right and wrong are indeterminable, 
and whtre, therefore, vanity is without excuse. But 
{here are occasions on which it is noble tp dare to 

YOU XXV. z 
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Stand alone. To be pious among infidels, to be 
disinterested in a time of general venality, to lead a 
life of virtue and reason in the midst of sensualists, is 
a proof of a mind intent on nobler thines than the 
praise or blame of men, of a soul fixed m the con- 
templation of the highest good, and superior to the 
tyranny of custom and example* 

In moral and religious questions only, a wise man 
^vill hold no consultations with &hion, because 
these duties are constant and immutable, and de- 
pend not on *he notions of men, but die commands of 
Heaven : yet even of these, the external mode is 
to be in some measure regulated by the prevailing 
taste of the a^ in which we live ; for he is certainly 
no friend to virtue, who neglects to give it any law- 
ful attraction, or suffers it to displease the eye, or 
alienate the auctions, for want of mnocent compli- 
ance with fashionable decoration. 
^ It is yet remembered of the learned and pious Nel* 
ion, that he was remarkably elegant in his manners, 
Sind splendid in his dress. He knew, that the emi- 
nence of his character drew many eyes upon him $ 
and he was carefiil not to drive the ^ung or the 
gay away from religion, by representing it as an enemy 
to any distinction or enjoyment in which human nature 
may innocently delight. 

In this censure of singularity, I have, therefore, 
tio intention to subject reason or conscience to custom 
6t example. To comply with the notions and prac- 
tices of mankind is in some deprree the duty of a 
social beings because by comphance only he can 
please, and by pleasing only he can become useRil : 
but as the end is not to be lost for the sake of the 
means, we are not to give up virtue to complaisance ; 
for the end of complaisance is only to gain the kind** 
«e88 of our iellow-beiftgs, whose kindness is desira* 
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ble only as instramental to happiness^ and happinets 
jsmBt be always lost by departttre from virtue. 
T 
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^^^Ferimur^r •pa^ hnrvm, VIRG. 

. ^— Driv'n thro* the palpabk obscure 

Carazan, the merchant of Bagdat, was eminent 
throughout all the East for his avarice and his 
wealth : his origin was obscure, as that of the 
spark which by the collision of steel and adamant 
is struck out of darkness; and the patient labour - 
of persevering diligence alone had made him rich. 
It was remembered, that when he was indigent he 
was thought to be generous ; and he was still ac« 
knowledged to be inexorably just. But whether 
in his dealings with men he discovered a perfidy 
which tempted him to put his trust in gold, or 
wh^her in proportion as he accumulated wealth he 
discovered his own impoitance to increase, Cara- 
zan prized it more as he used it less ; he gradually 
lost the inclination to do good, as he acquired the 
power; and as the hand of time scattered snow 
upon his head, the freezing influence extended to his 
bosom« 

But though the door of Carazan was never open« 
ed by hospitality, nor his hand by compassion, yet 
fear led him constantly to the mosque at the stated 
2 2 

Digitized by Google 



S56 AwrfflrrumsR. ij* 132. 

hours of prayers ; he perfonhed all the rrtes of devo- 
tion with the most scmpttloos punctuality^ and had 
thrice paid his vows at the Temple of the Proplict. 
That devotion which arises from the Love of God, 
and necessarily includes the Love of Man, as it con- 
nects gratitude with beneficence, and exalts that which 
was morjil to divine, confers new dignity upon good- 
ness, and is the object not only of affection but rc- 
vert-nce. On the contrary, the devotion of the sel- 
fish, whether it be thought to avert the punishment 
which every one wishes to be inflicted, or to insure 
it by the complication of hypocrisy with guilt, never 
feils to excite indignation and abhorrence. €arazan, 
therefore, when he had locked his door, and turning 
round with a look of circumspective suspicion pro- 
ceeded to the mosque, was followed by every eye 
^ith silent malignity ; the poor suspended their sup- 
plication when he passed by; and though he was 
knowiV-by every man, yet no man saluted him. 

Such had long been the life of Carazan, and such 
was the character which he had acquired, when no- 
tice was given by proclamation, that he was removed 
to a magnificent building in the centre of the city, 
that his table should be spread for the public, and 
that the stranger should be welcome to his bed. The 
multitude soon rushed like a torrent to his door, where 
they beheld him distributing bread to the hungry and 
£pparel to the naked, his eye softened with compassion, 
and his cheek glowing with delight. Every one 
gazed with astonishment at the prodigy ; and the 
murmur of innumerable voices increasing like the 
sound of approaching thunder, Carazan beckoned with 
his hand ; attention suspended the tumult in a mo- 
ment, and he thus gratified the curiosity which had 
procured him audience. 

To Him who touches the mountains and they 
smoke. The j(ilni\g\»y and the Most M«-cifMl^ ^ 
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everlasting honour ! he has ordained sleep to be the 
minister of instruction, and his visions have reproved 
me in the night. As I was sitting alone in my 
Haram, with my lamp burning before me, computing 
the product of my merchandize, and exulting in the 
increase of my wealth, I fell into a deep sleep^ and 
the hand of mm who dwells in the third heaveh was 
upon me. I beheld the Angel of death coming for* 
ward like a whirlwind, and he smote me before I 
could deprecate the blow. At the same moment I 
felt myself lifted from the ground, and transported 
with astonishing rapidity through the regions of the 
air. The earth was contracted to an atom beneath ; 
and the stars glowed round me with a lustre that 
obscured the sun. The gate of Paradise was now ia 
sight ; and I was intercepted by a sudden brightness 
which no human eye could behold : the irrevocable 
sentence was now to be pronounced ; my day of pro* 
bation was past : and from the evil ^f my life nothing 
could be taken away, nor could any thing be added 
to the good. When I reflected that my lot for 
eternity was cast, which not all the powers of nature 
could reverse, my confidence totally forsook me ; 
and while I stood trembling and silent, covered with 
confusion and chilled with horror, I was thus ad. 
dressed by the radiance that flamed before me. 

^Carazan, thy worship has not been accepted; 
because it was not prompted by Love of God : nei« 
ther can thy righteousness be rewarded, because it 
was not proauced by Love of Man.: for thy own sake 
only hast thou rendered to ^ery man his due ; and 
thou hast approached the Almighty only for thy- 
self. Thou hast hot looked up with gratitude nor 
around thee with kindness. Around thee, thou hast 
indeed, beheld vice and folly ; but if vice and folly 
couldjustifytliy parsimony, would they not condemn 
^ bounty of Heaven ? If not upon the foolUh and 
43 
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the vicious, li^he^e shall the sun diffuse Ins light, or 
f he clouds distil their dew ? Where shall the lips of 
the spring breathe fragrance, or the hand of autumn 
diffuse plenty? Remember, Carazan, that tbou has 
shut compassion from thine heart, and grasped thy 
treasures with a hand of iron : thou hast lived for 
ihyself > and, therefore, henceforth forever thoji shah 
subsist alone. From the light of Heaven, and from 
^e society of all beings, shalt tliou be-diivpn ; soli-? 
tude shall protract the lingering hours of eternity, an4 
darkness aggravate the horrors of despair.* At diis 
moment L was driven by some secret and iiresistiblo 
^wer through the glowing system of creation, and 
passed innumerable worlds in a moment. As I ap- 
proached the verge of nature, I perceived the shadows 
of total and boun^iless vacuity deepen bcfor* nie, a 
dreadful region of eternal silence, solitude and dark- 
ness ! Unutterable horror seized me at the prospect^ 
and this 6rXclanlation burst from me with all the ve- 
hemence of desire : 5 O ! that I had been doomed 
for eveY to the common receptacle of impenitence 
fwd guilt I their society would have alleviated tlie 
torment of despair, and the rage of fire could not 
have excluded the comfort of light. Or if I had 
been condemned to reside in a comet, tliat would 
return, but once in a thousand years to the regions 
of light and life ; the hope of these periods, how- 
ever distant, would cheer me in the diead interval 
of cold and darkness, and the vicissitude would divide 
eternity into time.' While this thought passed over 
.my mind, I lost sight of the remotest star, and the 
last glljnmering of Tight was guaached in utter daik- 
•ness. The agonies of despair every moment inr 
creased, as every momeilt augmented my disunce from 
the last habitable world. 1 reflected with intolerable 
anguish, that when ten thousand thousand years ha^ 
Joined me beyond the reach of all but,tbia|; PoWcf 
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who (ills iniinitade, I should still look forward into 
311 immense abyss of dai kness, through which I should 
still drive without succour and without society, farther 
and farther still, for ever and for ever. I then stretch- 
ed out my hand towards the regions of existence, 
witlr an emotion that awaked me. Thud have I be^n 
taught to estimate society, like every other blessing, 
by its loss. My heart is warmed to liberality ; and 
I am zealous to commtmtcate the happiness which I 
feel, to those from whom it is derived ; for the society 
of one wretch, whom in the pride of prosperity I 
would have spurned from my door^ would, in the 
dreadful solitude to which I was condemned, have 
been more highly pri?;ed than the gold of Afric, or 
the gems of Golconda. 

At this reflection upon his dream, Carazan became 
suddenly silent, and looked upward in ecstacy of gra- 
titude and devotion. The multitude were struck at 
once with the precept and example; and the Caliph, 
to whom the event was related, that he might be 
liberal beyond the power of gold, (:omman^ed it to he 
repgrded for the benefit pf posterity. 
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N° 133. TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 175*. 



At nostri proam Pltnttimt f*f numer^t et 

ZMudavtre »aUs ; nimium patUnUr utrutmqtu^ 

Ne dieam ^tuitetmirati ; it Mod§ eg9 Ut vo* 

Scimui inurhaaum lefido teponere dietom HOR« 

* And yet our sires with joy could Plautus hear ; 

' Gay were his jests, his numbers charm *d their car.* 

Let me not say too lavishly they prais'd ; 

But sure their juc^ment was full cheaply pleas*d, 

If you or I with taste are haply Uiest, 

To know a clownish from a courtly jest. FRANCIS. 

The fondneas I hare 80 frequently manifested for 
the ancien^y has not so far blinded my judgment as 
to render me unable to discern or unwdling to ac- 
knowledge the superiority of the modems, in pieces 
of Humour and Ridicule. I shall, therdbre, con* 
firm the general assertion of Addison, part of which 
hath already been examined. 

Comedy, Satire, and Burlesque, being the three 
chief branches of ridicule, it is necessary for us to 
compare together the most adnured performances 
of the ancients and modems in these three kinds 
of writing, to qualify us justly to censure or com- 
mend, as the beauties or blemishes of each party 
may deserve. 

As Aristophanes wrote to please the multitude, 
at a time when the licentiousness of the Athenians 
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was boundless, his pleasantries are coarse and unpolke, 
his characters extravagantly forced, and distorted 
with unnatural deformity, like the monstrous carica- 
turas of Callot. 

. He is fiili of the grossest obscenity, indecency, 
and inurbanity ; and as the populace always delight 
t© hear their superiors abused and misrepresented, 
he scatters the rankest calumnies on the wisest and 
woithiest personages of his country. His style is 
unequal, occasioned by a frequent introduction of 
parodies on Sophocles and Eurq)ide8. It is, how- 
ever, certain, that he abounds in artful allusions to 
the state of Athens at the time when he wrote ; and, 
perhaps, he is more valuable, considered as a political 
satirist, than a writer of comedy. 

• Plautus has adulterated a rich vein of genuine 
3vit and humour, with a mixture of the basest buf- 
foonery. No writer seems to have been bom with 
amore forcible x>r more fertile genius for comedy. 
He has drawn some characters with incomparable 
spirit : we are indebted to him for the first good 
miser, and for that worn-out character among tlie 
Romans, a boastfiil Thi'aso. But his lave degene* 
rates into lewdness ; and his jests are insupportably 
low and illiberal, and fit only for * the firegs of 
Romulus' to use and to hear ; he has furnished exam- 
ples of every species of true and false wit, even down 
to a. quibble and a pan. Plautus lived in an age 
when the Romans were but just emerging into polite- 
ness ; and I cannot forbear thinking, that if he had 
been reserved for the age of Augustus, he would 
have produced more perfect plays than even the 
elegait disciple of Menander. 

Delicacy, sweetness, and correctness, are the 
characteristics of Terence. His polite images, are 
all represented in tlie most clear and perspicuous 
expression} bat his characters ■ are too geqer^ a&d 
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uniform, nor are they marked with those discrimi- 
nating peculiarities that distinguish one man from 
another ; there is a tedious and disgusting sameness 
of incidents in his plots, which, as hath been observed 
in a former paper, are too complicated and intricate. 
It may be added, that he superabounds in soliloquies ; - 
and that nothing can be more inartificial or imprc. 
per, than the manner in which he hath introduced 
them. 

To these three celebrated ancients I venture to 
oppose singly the matchless Moliere, as the most 
consummate master of comedy that foiiner or later 
ages have produced. He was not content with 
painting obvious and common characters, but set 
himself closely to ermine the numberless varieties 
of human nature: he soon discovered every diffe- 
rence, however minute ; and by a proper manage^ 
ment could make it striking; his portraits, there- 
fore, though they appear to be new, are yet disco- 
vered to be just. The TartufFe and the Misantrope 
are the most singular, and yet, perhaps, the most 
proper and perfect characters that comedy can 
represent ; and his Miser excels that of any other 
nation. He seems to have hit upon the true na- 
ture of comedy ; which is, to exhibit one singular 
and unfamiliar character, by such a series of inci- 
dents as may best contribute to shew its singulari- 
ties. All the circumstances in the Misantrope tend 
to manifest the peevish and captious disgust of the 
hero ; all the circumstances in the Tartune are cal- 
culated to shew the treachery <^ an accomplished 
hypocrite. I am sorry that no English writer of 
comedy can be produced as a rival to Moliere : al- 
though it must be confessed, that FalstafF and Mo- 
rose are two admirable characters, excellently sup- 
ported and displayed ; for Shakspeare has contrive 
ed all the incidenu to illustrate the gluttony, lewd- 
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ness, cowardice^ and boastfulness of the fat old 
knight : and Jonson has with equal art displayed the 
oddity of a whimsical humouristy who could endure 
no kind of noise. 

Will it be deemed a paradox to assert, that Con- 
greve's dramatic persons have no striking and natu- 
ral characteristic ? His Fondlewife and Foresight 
are but faint portraits of common characters^ and 
Ben is a forced and unnatural caricatura. His 
plays appear not to be legitimate comedies, but 
strings of repartees and sallies of wit, the most poig- 
nant and polite, indeed, but unnatural and ill placed. 
The trite and trivial character of a fop hath strai^ly 
engrossed the English stage, and given an insipid 
«imilarity to our best comic pieces : originals caa 
never be wanting in such a kingdom as this, where 
each man follows his natural inclinations and pro^ 
pensities, if our writers would really contemplate 
nature, and endeavour to open those mines of hu- 
mour which have been so long and so unaccountably 
neglected. 

If we proceed to consider the Satirists of anti- 

?uity, I shall not scruple to prefer Boileau and 
*ope to Horace and Juvenal ; the arrows of whose 
ridicule are more sharp, in proportion as they are 
more polished. That reformers should abound in 
obscenities, as is the case of the two Roman poets, 
is surely an. impropriety of the most extraordinary 
kind ; the courtly Horace also sometimes sinks into 
mean and farcical abuse, as in the first lines of the 
seventh satire • of the first book ; but Boileau and 
Pope have given-to their Satire the Cestus of Venus : 
tfajeir ridicule is concealed and' oblique ; that of the 
Somans direct and open. The tenth satire of 
Boileau on women is more bitter, and more decen* 
■p4 elegant) than the sixth of Juvenal on the same 
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subject ; and Pope's epistle to Mrs. Bkrant far ex> 
eels them both, in the artfulness and delicacy with 
which it touches female foibles. I may add, that 
the imitations of Horace by Pope, and of Juvenal 
•fay Johnson, are preferable to their originals in the 
appositeness of their examples, and in the poignancy 
of their ridicule. Above all, the Lutrin, the Rape 
of the Lock, the Dispensary, and the Dunciad, can- 
not be paralleled by any works that the wittiest of the 
ancients can boast of : because by assuming the form 
of the epopea, they have acquired a dignity and grace- 
fulness, which all satires dehvered merely in*thepoet'f 
own person must want, and with which the satirists 
of antiquity were wholly unacquainted ; for the Ba«> 
trachomuomachia of Homer cannot be considered a« 
the model of these admirable pieces. 

Lucian is the greatest master of Burlesque among 
the ancients: but the travels of Gulliver, thou^ 
indeed evidendy copied from his True History, do 
is evidently excel it. Lucian sets out with inform* 
ing his readers, that he is in jest, and intends to rij- 
dicule some of the incredible stories in Ctesias and 
Herodotus : this introduction smely enfeebles his 
satire, and defeats his purpose. The True History 
consists only of the most wild, monstrous, and mi- 
raculous persons and accidents : Gulliver has a 
concealed meaning, and his dwarfs and giants con* 
vey tacitly some moi*al or political instniction. 
The Charon, or th«' Prospect («*to-x»wotvTs«r)» one of 
the dialogues of Lucian, has likewise given occasion 
to that agreeable Frenck satire, entitled, * Le Diable 
Boitcux/ or < The lame Devil;' which has highly 
improved on its original by a greater variety of 
characters and descriptions, Hvely remarks, and in- 
teresting adventures. So if a parallel be drawn bo.- 
tween Lucian and CcryaDtes, the .ancient will still 
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appear to disadvantage : the burlesque of 'Lucian 
principally consists in making his gods and philoso* 
phers speak and act like the meanest of the people ; 
that ofCciTantcs arises from tlie solemn and important 
air with which the most idle and ridiculous actions 
are related": and is, therefore, much more striking 
and forcible. In a word, Don Quixote, and its copy 
Hudibras, the Splendid Shilling, the Adventures of 
Gil Bias, the Tale of a Tub, and the Rehearsal, are 
pieces of humour which antiquity cannot equal, much 
less excel. 

Theophrastu^ must yield to La Bruyere for his 
intimate knowledge of human nature ; and the 
Athenians never produced a writer whose humour was 
so exquisite as that of Addison, or who delineated 
and supported a character witli so much nature and 
true pleasantry as that of Sir Roger de Coverly. It 
ought, indeed, to be remembered, that every species 
of "wit written in distant times and in dead languages, 
appears witli many disadvantages to present readers, 
from their ignorance of the manners and customs 
^luded to and exposed ; but the grossness,' the rude- 
ness, and indelicacy of the ancients will, notwith- 
standing, sufficiently appear, even from the sentiments 
of such critics a^ Qcejo and Q.uinj;iliaii, who mention 
corpoial defects and deformities as proper objects of 
raillery. 

If it be now asked to what can we ascribe this 
•tiperioiTty of tlie modems in all the species of Ridi* 
cule ? I ianswer, to the improved state of conversation. 
The great geniuses of Greece and Rome were formed 
during the times of a republican government : and 
though it be certain, as Longinus asserts, that demo-i 
cracies are the nurseries of true sublimity ; yet mo- 
uarchies and courts are more productive of politeness. 
The arts of civility, and the decencies of conversa- 
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tion» as they UDite men more closely^ and bring 
them more frequently together, multiply opportunities 
of observing those incongruities and absurdities of 
behanour, on which Ridicule is founded. The 
ancients had more Liberty and Seriousness ; the 
modems have more Luxury and Laughter. 
Z 
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-P"trtuttbtit eistat 



jRej amgusta dMiu JUVENAJU 

Rarely they rise by virtue's aid, who lie 
Plune*d in the depth of helpless poverty. 

DRYDEKt 



TO THE ADVKNTXmSB. 
MR, 

As I was informed by your bookseller, upon whom 
I called a few days ago to make a small purchase 
£)r my daughter, that your whole work would be 
comprised in one hundred and forty papers, I can 
no longer delay to send you the account of her 
life, which I gave you some reason to expect when 
4. i^ted my own*. This account she gave in that 
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dreadful night, the remembrance of which still freezes 
me with horror j the night in wliich I had hired her 
as a prostitute, and could not have been deterred from 
incest, but by an event so extraordinary that it was 
almost miraculous. I have, indeed, frequently at* 
tempted to relate a stoiy which I can never forget, 
but I was always dissatisfied with my own exprcs* 
sions : nor could I ever produce in wnting a nanative 
which appeared equal to the effect that it wrought 
upon my mind when I heard it. I have, tlierefbre, 
prevailed upon the dear injured girl to relate it in her 
own words, which I shall faithfully transcribe. 

The iirst situation that I remember was in a cellar ; 
where, I suppose, I had been placed by the parish 
officers with a woman who kept a little dairy. My 
nurse was obliged to be often abroad, and I was then 
left to the care of a girl, who was just old enough to 
lug me about in her arms, and who, like other petty 
creatures in office, knew not how to shew her autho* 
rity but by the abuse of it. Such was my dread of 
her power and resentment, that I suffered almost 
whatever she inflicted without complaint ; and when 
I was scarcely four years old, had learnt so far to 
surmount the sense of^pain and suppress my passions, 
that I have been pinched black and blue without 
wincing, and patiently suffered her to impute to me 
many trivial mischiefs which her own perverseness or 
carelessness had produced. 

This situation, however, was not without its ad- 
vantages ; for instead of a hard crust and small beer, 
which would probably have been the principal part 
of my subsistence if I had been placed with a person 
of the same rank, but of a different employment, I 
iiad always plenty of milk ; which, though it had 
been skimmed for cream, was not sour, and which 
indeed was wholesome food ; upon which I throve 
y<ry fast, and was taken notice of by every body for 
Aa 2 
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the freshness of my looks, and the clearness of my 
skin. 

Almost as soon as I could speak plain, I was sent 
to the parish school to learn to read ; and thought 
myself as fine in my blue gown and badge, as a court 
beauty in a birth-night suit. The mistress of the 
school was the widow of a clergyman, whom I have 
often heard her mention with tears, though he had 
been long dead when I first came under her tuition^ 
and left her in such circumstances as made her solicu^ 
an employment, of which before she would have 
dreaded die labour, and scorned die meanness. She 
bad been very genteelly- educated, and had acquired 
a general knowledge of literature after her mairiage ; 
the communication of which enlivened their hours of 
retirement, and afforded such a subject of conver- 
sation, as added to every other enjoyment the pleasures 
of beneficence and gratitude. 

There was sometliing in her manner, which woa 
my affection and commanded my reveience. I 
found her a person very different from my nurse ; and 
I watched her looks with such ardour and attention, 
that I was sometimes <ible, young as I was, to aatici- 
pte her commands. It was natural that she should 
love the viitue which she had produced, nor was it 
incQugruous that she should reward iu I perceived, 
with inexpressible delight, that she treated me vath 
peculiar tenderness ; and when I was about eight 
years old, she offered to take my education wholly 
upon herself^ \vithout putting the paiish to any fa. ther 
charge for my maintenance. Her offer was readily 
accepted, my nurse was discharged, and I was taken 
home to my mistress, who called me her little maid, 
a name which I was ambitious to deserve, because she 
did not, like a tyrant, exact ray obedience as a slave, 
but like a parent invited me to the duty of a cjhild. 
As our family consisted only of my mistreas and my* 
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0elf» except somednes a chairwoman, we were always 
aJone in the intervals of business ; and the good 
matroD amused herself by instructing me, not only 
in reading, writing, and the first rules of arithmetic, 
but in various kinds of needlework ; and what was 
yet of more moment, in the principles of virtue and 
idigpon, which in her life appeared to be so amiable, 
that I wanted neither example nor motive. She gave 
me also some general notions of the decorum practised 
among persons of a higher class ; and I was thus ac- 
quainted, while I was yet a child, and in an obscure 
•tation, with some rudiments of good breeding. 

Before I was fifteen I began to assist my bene- 
fectress in her employment, and by some plain work 
which she had procured me, I furnished myself with 
decent clothes. By an insensible and spontaneous 
imitation of her manner I had acquired such a carri- 
age, as gained me more respect in a yard-wide stuff, 
than is often paid by strangers to an upper servant in 
a r ch silk. 

Such was now the simplicity and innocence of my 
life, that I had scarce a wish unsatisfied ; and t 
often reflected upon my own happiness with a sense 
of gratitude that increased it. But alas ! this felicity 
was scarce sooner enjoyed than lost : the gooa 
siatron, who was in the most endearin? sense my 
parent and my friend, was seized with a fever, which 
m a few days put an end to her life, and left me alone 
in the world without alliance or protection, over- 
whelmed with gi'ief and distracted with anxiety. 
The world, indeed, was before me ; but I trembled 
to enter it alone. I knew no art by which I could 
subsist myself; and I was unwilling to be condemned 
to a state of servitude, in which no such art could be 
learned. I, therefore, applied again to the officers of 
the parish, who, as a testimony of respect to my pa- 
troness^ condescended still to consider me >s their 
A a 3 
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charge, and with the usual sum bound me af^rentice 
to a mantua-maker^ whose business, of which, indeed, 
she had but Httle, was among persons that were, some- 
thing below the middle class, and who, as I verily 
bcUeye, had appHed to the churchwardens for an 
apprentice, only that she might silence a number of 
petty duns, and obtain new credit with the mooe^ 
that is given as a consideration for necessary 
clothes. 

The dwelling of my new mistress was two bac]| 
rooms in a diity street near tlie Seven Dials. She 
received me, however, with great appearance of kind* 
ness J we breakfasted, dined, and supped together, 
and though I could not but regret the alteration of 
my condition, yet I comforted myself with reflecting^ 
that in a few years I should be mistress of a trade by 
which I might becoipe indcpendant, and live in a 
ihanner more agreeable to my inclinations. But my 
indentures were no sooner signed, than I suffered a 
new change of fortune. The fust step my mistress 
took was to turn away her maid, a poor slave who wa^ 
covered only with rags and dirt, and whose ill quali^ 
ties I foolishly thought were the only cause, of her il\ 
treatment. I was now compelled to light lires,go of 
errands, wash linen, and dress victuals, and in short to 
do every kind of household drudgery, and to sit 
up half the night, that, the task of hemming and run-, 
ning seams, which had been assigned me, might be 
performed. 

Though I suffered all this without muitnur op 
complaint, yet I became pensive and melancholy ; 
tjie tears would often steal silently from my ey^es, 
and my mind was sometimes 9o abstracted in the 
contemplation of my own misery, that I did pot 
hear what was said to me. But my sensibility pro- 
duced resentment, instead of pity ; my melancholy 
drew wpon me thp reproach of sullenness ; I waff 
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•tanned/ a6 for spoiling my work with inivelling I 
}uiew not why, and threatened tliat it should not long 
be without cauae ; a menace which was generally 
executed the moment it was uttered ; my arms and 
fieck continually bore the maiks of the yard, and I 
was in every respect treated with the most brutal 
pnkindnesdk 

. In the njean time, however, I . applied myself to 
learn the buainess as my last resource, and the only 
foundation of my liope. My diligence and assiduity 
jMOned for the want of instniction ; and it might have 
^B truly said, that I stole the knowledge which my 
mistress had engaged to communicate. As I had a 
Mate lor dress, I recommended myself to the best cus- 
tomers, and frequently corrected a fault of which they 
complained, and which my mistress was not cible to 
discover. The countenance and courtesy which this, 
gained, though it encouraged my hope of the future, 
yet it made the present less tolerable. My tyrant 
treated me with yet more inhumanity, and my suffer- 
ings were so great, that I frequently meditated an 
escape, though I knew not whither to go, and though 
i. foresaw that the moment 1 became a fugitive, I 
should forfeit all my interest, justify every complaint, 
^pd incur a disgrace which I coulcl never ci>literate. 
. I had now groaned under the most cruel oppression 
sopiething more than four years ; the clothes which 
j^^4 Ijeen tlie purchase of my own money I had worn 
put ; and .my mistress thought it her interest not toi 
furnish mc with any better than would just serv^e me 
to go out on her errands, and follow her with a 
bundle. But as so much of my time was past, I 
thought it highly reasonable, and indeed necessary, 
that I should make a more decent appearance, that I 
should attend the customers, take their orders and 
their measure, or at least fit on the work. After 
much premeditation, and many , attempts, I at length 
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surmounted my fears, and in such terms and manner 
as I thought least likely to give offence^ I entreated 
that I might have such clowes as might answer the 
purpose, and proposed to work so many hours extnu 
ordinary as would produce the money they should 
cost. But this request, however modest, was aa« 
swered only with reproaches and insult. * I wantedg 
forsooth, to be a gentlewoman : yes, I should be 
equipped to set up for myself. This she might have 
expected, for taking a beggar from the parish ; but I 
should see that she knew how to mor^ my pride, 
and disappoint my cunning.' I was at once grieved 
and angered at tins treatment ; and I believe, for the 
fifst time, expressed myself with some indignatioa 
and resentment. My resentment, however, she 
treated with derision and contempt, as an impotent 
attempt to throw off her authonty ; and declaring 
that sne would soon shew me who was mistress, she 
struck me so violent a blow^ that I fell from my chairs 
Whether she was frightened at my fall, or whether 
she suspected I shouui alarm the house, she did not 
repeat her blow, but contented herself with reviling 
the poverty and wretchedness which she laboured to 
perpetuate. 

1 burst into tears of anguish and resentment, and 
made no reply ; but from tins moment my hatred bo» 
came irreconcileable, and I secretly determined at all 
events to escape from a slavery, which I accuaed 
inyself for having already endured too long. 
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La fet unguis in herla» VlRG. 

Beneath the grass conceard a serpent lies. 

iy happened, that the next morning I was sent with 
soR^ work as far as Chelsea : it was about the mid- 
dle of May. Upon me, who had long toiled in the 
smoke and darkness of London, and had seen the 
lyun -shine only upon a chimney, or a wall, the fresh- 
ness of the air, the verdure of the fields, and the 
spng of the birds, had the power of enchantment. 
I could not forbear lingering in my walk : and every 
moment of delay made me less willing to return ; 
npt indeed by increasing my enjoyment, but my 
fear; I was tenacious of the present, becau«e I 
dreaded the future ; and increased the evil which I. 
j^pioached at' every step, by a vain attempt to re*^ 
tain and possess that which at eveiy step I was 
leaving behind. I found, that not to look for^vai'd 
with hope, was not to lool^ round with pleasure ;• 
and yet I s^ll loitered away the lK)urs which I could 
not enjoy, and returned in a state of anxious irreso- 
lution still taking the way home, because I knew 
not where else to go, but still neglecting the apeed 
which alone cOuId make home less dreadful. My 
torment increased as my walk became shorter ; and 
when I had returned as far as the lower end of the 
^all vsi St. James's Park, I wa« quite overwhelmed 
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with regret and despair, and sitting down on one 
of the benches I burst into teai s. 

As my mind was wholly employed on m}r own 
distress, and my apron held up to my eyes, it was 
some time before I discovered an elderly lady who 
had sat down by me. The moment I saw her^ such 
is tlie force of habit, all thoughts of my own 
wretchedness gave way to a sense of indecorum ; 
and as she appeared by her dress to be a person in 
whose company it was presumption in me to sit, I 
started up m great contusion, and would have left 
the seat. This, however, she would not suffer ; but 
taking hold of my gown, and gently drawing me 
back, addressed me with an accent of tenderness/ 
and soothed me with pity before she knew my dis- 
tress. It was so long since I had heard the voice of 
kindness, that my heart melted as she spoke with gra^ 
titude and joy. I told her all my story ; to wmch 
ihe listened with great attention, and often gazed 6ted« 
fiistly in my face. When my narrative was ended* 
she told me that the manner in which I had related 
it, was alone sufficient to convince her that it was 
true ; that there was an air of simplicity and sincerity 
about me, which had prejudiced her in ray Bivour 
as soon as she saw me ; and, that, therefore, she vmi 
determined to take me home, that I should live 
with her tiU she had established me in my business^ 
which she could easily do by recommending me 
to her acquaintance ; and that in the mean time she 
would take ^re to prevent my mistress from being 
troublesome. 

It is impossible to express the transport that I 
&lt at this unexpected deliverance. I was utterly 
unacquainted with the aitiiices of those who ate 
hackneyed in the ways of vice ; and the remem- 
brance of the disinterested kindness of my first 
friend, by whom J had been brought upy came fresh 
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into my mind : I, therefore, indulged the hope of 
having found «uch another without scruple; and 
uttering some incoherent expressions of gratitude, 
which was too great to be formed into compliment, 
1 accepted the offer, and followed my conductress 
home. The house was such as I had never entered 
before ; the rooms were spacious, and the iiimiture 
elegant. I looked round with wonder ; and blush- 
ing with a sense of my own meanness, would have 
f ofiowed the servant who opened the door into the 
kitchen, but her mistress prevented me. She saw my 
confusion, and encouraged me with a smile, took 
me up stairs into a kind of diessmg-room, where 
she immediately fiirnished me with clean shoes and 
stockings, a cap, handkerchief, ruffles, and apron, 
and a night-gown of a genteel Irish stuff*, which had 
not been much worn, though it was spotted and 
stained in many places : they belonged, she said, to 
her cousin, a young lady for whom she had under- 
. taken to provide ; and insisted upon my putting them 
on, that I might sit down with her family at dinner ; 
* for,' said she, * I have no acquaintance, to whom 
I could recommend a mantua-maker that I kept in 
my kitchen.' 

I perceived that she watched me with great at<* 
tention while I was dressing, and seemed to be 
greatly delighted with the alteration in my appear- 
ance when I had done. * I see,' said she, * that 
you was made for a gentlewoman, and a gentle- 
woman you shall be, or it shall be your own fault.' 
I could only court'sy in answer to this compliment ; 
but notwithstanding the appearance of diffidence 
and modesty in the blush which I felt bum upon 
my cheek, yet my heart secretly exulted in a proud 
confidence that it was true. When I came down 
stairs, I was introduced by my patroness (who told 
me b^ name was Wellwood) to the jovng lady hn: 
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cousin, and three others ; to whom, soon after we 
^vere seated, she related my story, intermixing much 
invective against mv mistress, and much flattery to 
me, with neither of which, if the truth be confessed, 
I was much displeased. ^ * 

After dinner, as I understood that company was 
expected, I entreated leave to retire, and was shewed 
up stairs into a smrfll chamber very neatly furnished, 
which I was desired to consider as my own. As the 
company staid till it was very late, I drank tea and 
supped alone,' one of the servants being ordered to 
attend me. ' 

The next morning, when I came down stairs to 
breakfast, Mrs. Wrilv/ood presented me with a piece 
.of printed' cotton sufficient for a sack and coat, and 
about twelve yards of slight silk for a night-gown, 
which,- she said, I should make up myself as a spe- 
cimen of my skill. I attempted to excuse myself from 
accepting this benefaction, with much hesitation and 
confusion ; but I was commanded with a kind frown, 
and in a peremptoiy tone, to be silent. I was told, 
that, when business came' in, I should pay all my 
debts ; that in the mean tinie, I should be solicitous 
only to set up ; and that a chanj^e of genteel appa- 
rel might be considered as my Ptock in trade, since 
without it my business could neither be procured nor 
transacted. ^ 

To work, therefore, I went; my clothes were 
made and worn ; many encomiums were lavished 
upon my dexterity and my j>erson ; and thus I was 
entangled in tlie snare that had been laid for me, 
before I discovered my danger. I had contracted 
debts which it was impossible I should pay ; the 
power of tlie hiw could now Ix? a])pliL'd to effect tlie 
purposes of guilt; and -my creditor could urge me 
to her purpose, both by hopp and fear. 

I had now been near a month in my new lodjing ; 
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and great care had hitherto been taken to conceal what- 
ever might shock my modesty, or acauaint me with 
the danger of my situation. Some incidents, however, 
notwithstanding this caution, had fallen tinder my 
notice, that might well hdve alarmed me ; but as 
those who are waking from a pleasing dream, shut 
their eyes against the light, and endeavour to prolong 
the delusion by slumbering again, I checked my 
suspicions the moment they rose, as if danger that 
was not known would not exist ; without considering ' 
that inquiry alone could confirm the good, and enable 
me to escape the evil; • 

The house was often filled with company, which 
divided into separate rooms ; the visits were fre*. 
quently continued till midnight, and sometimes titt 
morning ; I had, however, always desired leave to 
retire j which had hitherto been * permitted, though 
hot without reluctance ; but at length I was preJssed 
to make tea, with an importunity that I c6uld not 
resist. The company was very gay, and some fa- 
"miliarities passed between the gentleman and ladies 
"Which threw me into confusion and covered me 
with blushes ; yet I was still zealous to impose 
upon myself, and, therefore, was contented with the 
supposition, that they were liberties allowed among 
persons of fashion, many of whose polite levities I 
had heard described and censured by the deal- 
monitor of my youth, to whom I owed all my vir- 
tue and air my knowledge. I could not, however> 
reflect without solicitude and anxiety, that since 
the first week of my arrival I had heard no more of 
my business. I had, indeed, frequently ventured 
to mention it ; and still hoped that when my patro*. 
ness had procured me a little set of customer^ 
among her fiiends, I should be permitted to venture 
into a room of my own ; for I could not^ think of 
carrying it oh.- where it -would degrade -my benefai^. 
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trees, of whom it could not without an affront be 
said* that she let lodgings to a mantua-maker ; nor 
could I without indecoram distribute directions 
where I was to be found, till I had moved to ano<- 
ther house. But whenever I introduced this sub- 
ject of conversation, I was either rallied for my ffra* 
vity, or gently reproached with pride, as impatient 
of obligation : sometimes I was told, with an air of 
merriment, that my business should be pleasure ; 
and sometimes I was entertained with amorous 
Stories, and excited by licentious and flattering de- 
scriptions, to a relish of luxurious idleness and ex- 
pensive amusements* In short, my suspicions gra- 
dually increased ; and my fears grew stronger, dll 
my dream was at an end, and I could slumber no 
more* The terror that seized me, when I could no 
longer doubt into what hands I had fallen, is not to 
be expressed, nor, indeed, could it be concealed : 
the effect which it produced in my aspect and be- 
haviour, afforded the wretch who attempted to se- 
duce me, no prospect of success; and as she de- 
spaired of exciting me by the love of pleasure to vo- 
luntary ^ruilt, she determined to effect her purpose 
by surpnze, and drive me into her toils by despe- 
ration* 

It was not less my misfortune than reproach, 
that I did not immediately quit a place in which I 
knew myself devoted to destruction* This, indeed, 
Mrs* Wellwood was very assiduous to prevent : th^ 
morning after I had discovered her purpose, the 
talk about my business was renewed ; and as soon 
as we had breakfasted, she took me out with h» in 
a hackney-coach, under pretence of procuring 
me a lodging ; but she had still some plausible ob- 
iection against all tl>at we saw* Thus she contriv- 
ed to busy my mind, and keep mQ with her the 
greatest ]pn of the day; at three we returned t» 
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dinner, and passed titxe afternoon without company. 
I drank tea with the family ; and in the evening, 
being uncommonly drowsy, I went to bed near twa 
hours sooner than usual. 
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•Q^w talU/arndf 



TtmperH a lacrimu f VIRtSr. 

And who can hearthis tale without a tear ? 

To the transactions of this night I was not contci* 
ous ; but what they had been the circumstances of 
the morning left me no room to doubt. I discoref** 
ed with astonishment, indignation and despair, which 
for a time suspended all my faculties, that I had 
suffered irreparable injury in a sute of insensibility ; 
not so much to gratify the wretch by whom I had 
been abused, as that I might with less scruple ad« 
mit another, and by reflecting that it was impos- 
sible to recover what I had lost, become careless of 
all that remained* Many artifices were used to 
soothe me ; and when these were found to be inef- 
fectual, attempts were made to intimidate me with 
menaces. I knew not exactly what passed in the 
first fury of my distraction, but at length it quite 
exhausted me. In the evening, being calm thix)ugh 
mere languor and debility, and no precaution hav- 
ing been taken to detain me, because I was not 
diottght able to escape, I found means to steal dows 
Bb2 
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stairs, and get into the street ^vithout being missed. 
Wretched as I was, I felt some emotions of joy when 
I first found myself at liberty ; though it was no 
better than the liberty of an exile in a desart, where 
having escaped from the dungeon and the wheel, 
he must yet, without a miracle, be destroyed by 
savages or hunger. It was not long, indeed, before 
I reflected, that I knew no house that would receive 
me, and that I had no money in my pocket. I had 
not, however, the least inclination to go back. I 
sometimes thought of returning to nay old mistress, 
the mantua-maker ; but the moment I began to anti- 
cipate the malicious inference she would draw from 
my absence and appearance, and. her triumph in 
the mournful necessity that urged me to return, I 
determined rather to suffer any other evil that could 
befal me. 

Thus destitute and forlorn, feeble and dispirited, 
I' continued- to creep along till the shops were all 
shut, and the deserted streets became silent. The 
busy crowds,, which had almost bprne me before 
them, were now dissipated ; and every one was re- 
Ui-ed home, except a few wretched outcasts like my- 
self, who were either huddled together in a comer, 
or strolling about not knowing whither they went. 
It is not easy to conceive the anguish, with which I 
reflected upon my condition ; and, perhaps, it would 
scarcely have been thought possible, that a person 
who was not a fugitive from justice, nor an enemy to 
Libour, could be thus destitute even of tlie little that 
is essential to life, and in danger of perishing for 
want in the midst of a popvdous city, aboimdbg with 
accommodations for eveiy rank, from the peer to the 
beggar. Such, however, was my lot. I found my- 
self compelled by necessity to pass the night in the 
street, without hope of passing the next in any other 
place, .©r, indeed, of procuring food to support me 
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till it arrived, t had now fasted the whole day f 
iny languor increased every moment ; I was weary 
and fainting ; my face was covered with a cold sweat, 
and my legs trembled under me : but I did not dare 
to sit down, or to walk twice along the same street, 
lest I should have been seized by the watch, or in- 
suited by some voluntary vagabond in the rage or 
wantonness of drunkenness or lust. I knew not, 
indeed, well how to vary my walk ; but imagined 
that, upon the whole, I should be more safe in the 
city, than among the brothels in the Strand, or in 
streets which bemg less frequented are less carefully 
watched : for though I scarce ventured to consider 
the law as my friend, yet I was more afraid of those 
who should attempt- to break ^e peace, than those 
who were appointed to keep it. I went forward, 
therefore, as well as I was ai)le, and passed throug^h 
St. Paul's Church-yard as the clock struck one ; Init 
such was my misfortune, that the calamity which I 
dreaded overtook me in the very place to which I 
had fled to avoid it. Just as I was crossing at the 
comer into Cheapside, I was laid hold on by a man 
not meanly dressed, who would have hurried me down 
towards the Old Change. I knew not what he said^ 
but I strove to disengage myself from him without 
making any reply : my strugples, indeed, were weak ; 
and the man still keeping his hold, and perhaps mis« 
taking the feebleness of my resistance for some mclina- 
tion to comply, proceeded to indecencies, for which I 
struck him with the sudden force that was supplied 
by rage and indignation ; but my whole strength 
was exhausted in the blow, which the brute instantly 
returned, and repeated till I fell. Instinct is still 
ready in the defence of life, however wretched $ and 
though the moment before I had wished to die, yet 
in this distress I spontaneously cried out for hdp. 
My voice was heard by a watchmani who inuuediately 
Bb3 
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ran towards mc, and finding me «pon' the ground» 
lifted up his lantern, and examined me with an atten* 
tion, which made me reflect with gi*eat confusion upon 
the disorder of ray diess, which before had not o«ice 
occurred to my thoughts j my hair hung loosely about 
my slioulders, my stays were but lialf-laced, and the 
rest of my clothes were cai'elessly thi'own on in the 
tumult and distraction of mind, which pievented my 
attending to trivial circumstances when I made my 
escape from Well wood's. My general appearance, 
and the condition in which I was found, convinced 
the watchman that I was a strolling prostitute ; and 
finding tiiat I was not able to rise widiout assistance, 
he also concluded that I was drunk ; he, theiefore, 
set down his lantern, and calling his comrade to asaist 
him, they lifted me up. As my voice was isxiheiiug, 
my looks wild, and my whole frame so feeble that 
I tottered as I stood, the man was confiniied in his 
first opinion ; and seeing my face bloody, and my 
eyes swelled, he tojd me with a sneer, that to secure 
me from further ill treatment, he would provide a 
lodging for me till the nwrning; and accordiagiy 
they dragged me between them to the Compter, witli- 
ottt any regar-d to my entreaties or distress. 

I passed the night in agonies, u})0n which eyea 
now I shudder to look back ; and in the morning i 
was caiTied before a magistrate. The watchman 
gave iin account of his having found me very diunk, 
crying out murder, and breeding a riot in the street 
at one o'clock in tlie morning : < I was scarcely yet. 
sober,' he said, * as his worship might see, and had 
l>een pretty handsomely beaten ; but he supposed it 
was for an unsuccessful attempt to pick a pocket, at 
which I must have been very -dexterous, indeed, to have 
succeeded in that condition.' 

This account, however injurious, was .greatly ^on- 
firmed by my appearaiKe ; I was a&M)0t cwemi with 
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' inarticulate, oxid I \yas so oppressed with faintness and 
terror, that I could not stand without a support. 
.The piagiatrajte, however, with great kindness, called 
upon me to make my defence, which I attempted by 
j^latiog tlie ti*uth ; but the story was told with so 
much hesitation, and was in itself so wild and impro- 
.t^ble, so like the inartificial tales that are hastily 
formed as an apology for detected guilt, tiiat it could 
not be beii^vA:d ; ^nd I was told, that except I could 
.support my character by some credible witness, I 
^hovld be committed to Bridewell. 

I was tJxunderstruck at this jnenace ; and had 
formed ideas so dreadful of the pjace to which I 
was -to be sent, that my dungeon at the mantua- 
maker's became a palace in the comparison ; and to 
return tliither, with whatever .disadvantages, was now 
the utmost object of my hope. I, therefore, desired 
that my mistress might be sent for, and flattered my- 
self that she would at least tak^ me .out of a house of 
correction, if it v/ere only for the pleasure of tonnent- 
ipg me herself. 

In about two hours the raeacengcr . returnqd, and 
with him my tyrant, who eyed me Avith such mali- 
cious pleasure, that my. hopes, failed Die- the moment I 
saw her, and I almost repented that she was come. 
She was, I believ^^ glad of an opportunity eilectually 
to prevent my obtaining, any. pait of her business, 
^hich.ahe had some», reason, to fear ; and therefore, 
told the ju&tice. who examined her, that * she had, 
t^en • me a beggar from the parish four years ago, 
i|pd:taught mc heptr-ide; but that I had been, always 
sullen, mischievous, and idic ; and it was more than a 
iDonth since I hiid clandestinely left her service, in 
decent and modest apparel fitting my xondition ; . and 
that fihe would leave his worship to .judge, whether I 
came hooeetly by U>e tawdry ra^s which I had on my 
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back/ This account, howerer correspondent with 
my own, served only to confirm those fiicts which 
condemned me : it appeared incontestibly, that I had 
deKXted my service ; and been debauched in a bro- 
thel, where I had been furnished with clothes, and 
continued more than a month. That I had been ig» 
norant of my situation, prostituted without my consent, 
and at last had escaped to avoid Luther injury, appear-^ 
cd to be fictitious circumstances, invented to palliate 
my offence : the person whom I had accused lived 
in another county ; and it was necessary for the prew 
aent to bring the matter to a short issue : ray mis* 
tress, therefore, was asked, whether she would receive 
me again, upon my promise of good behaviour ; and 
upon her peremptory refusal, my mittimus was made 
out, and I was committed to hard labour. The clerk, 
however, was ordered to take a memorandum of my 
charge against Wellwood, and I was told that inquiry 
should be made about her. 

After I had been confined about a week, a note 
was brought me without date or name, in which I 
was told, * that my malice against those who would 
have been my bendactors was disappointed ; that if I 
would return to them, my discharge should be pro- 
cured, and I should still be kindly recttved ; but that 
jf I persisted in my ingratitude, it should not be un- 
revenged.' From this note I conjectured, that 
Wellwood had found means to stop an inquiry into 
her conduct, which she had discovered to have been 
begun upon my information, and had thus learnt where 
I was to be round : I therefore returned no answer, 
but that I was coilitented with my situation, and 
prepared to suffer whatever Providence should appoint. 
During my confinement, I was not treatea with 
great severity ; and at the ne3(t court, as no particular 
crime was alledged against me, I was ordered to be 
discharged* As my character was now irretrieyMily 
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lost, aa I Iiad no friend who would afford me shelter, 
nor any business to which I could apply, I had no 
prospect but again to wander about the streets, with- 
out lodging and witliout food. I, therefore, ititreated, 
that the officers of the parish to which I belonged, 
»ight be ordered to receive me into the work-house, 
till they could get me a service, or find me some 
employment by which my labour would procure me a 
aubsietence. This request, so reasonable and so un- 
common, was much commended, and immediately 
granted ; but as I was going out at the gate with my 
pass in my hand, I was met by a bailiff, with an 
emissary of Wellwood's, and arrested for a debt of 
twenty pounds. As it was no more in my power to 
procure bail than to pay the money, I was immediately 
dragged to Newgate. It was soon known that I had 
not a farthing in my pocket, 'and that no money 
•ither for fees or accommodations could be expecced; 
I was, therefore, turned over to a place called the 
common side, among the most 'wretchad and the most 
profligate of human bifings. In Bridewell, indeed, 
my associates were wicked ; but they were overawed 
by the presence of their taskmaster, and restrained 
from licentiousness by per{)etual labour : but my ears 
were now violated every moment by oaths, execra- 
tions, and obscenity ; the conversation of Mother 
Wellwood, her inmates, and her guests, was chaste 
and holy to that of the inhabitants of this place ; 
and in comparison with their life, that to which I 
had been solicited was innocent. Thus I be^an in- 
sensibly to think of m«re incontinence without horror ; 
and, indeed, became less sensible of more complicated 
enoiTnities, in proportion as they became familiar. My 
wretchedness, however, was not idleviated, tliough my 
vbtue became less. I was without friends and with- 
out money ; and the misery of confmement in a 
noisome dungeon, wae aggravated by hunger and 
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thirsty and cold and nakedness. In this hour of trial, 
I was again assailed by the wretch, who had produced 
it only to faciliute her success. And let not those, 
before whom the path of virtue has been strewed with 
£owers» and every thorn removed by prosperity, too 
severely censure me, to whom it was a bau-ren and • 
rugged road in which I had long toiled with labour 
and anguish, if at last, when I was benighted in a 
storm, I turned at the first light, and hasted to the 
nearest shelter : let me not be too severely censured* 
if I now accepted liberty and ease and plenty, upon 
the only terms on which they could be obtained. I 
consented, with whatever reluctance and compunction, 
to return, and complete my ruin in the place where it 
was begun. The action of debt was immediately 
withdrawn^ my fees were paid, and I was once more 
removed to my lodging near Covent Garden. In a 
short time I recovered my health and beauty ; I was 
again dressed and adorned at the expence of mv ty« 
rant, whose power increased in proportion to my debt ^ 
the terms of prostitution were prescribed me; and out 
of the money, which was the price not only of my 
body but my soul, I scarce received more than I could 
have earned by weeding in a field. The will of my 
creditor was my law, from which I knew not how to 
appeal. My slavery was most deplorable, and my 
employment most odious ; for the principles of virtue 
and religion, which had been implanted m my youth, 
however they had been choaked by weeds, could never 
be plucked up by the root ; nor did I ever admit a 
dishonourable visit, but my heart sunk, my l^s quiver* 
ed, and my knees smote each other. 

From this dreadful situation I am at length deli- 
vered. But while I lift up my heart in gratitude to 
Him, who alone can bring good out of evil, I desire 
it may be remembered, that my deviation to ill vraa 
natural, my recovery almost oiiiaculous. My first 
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Step to vice wa» the desertioii of my service ; and 
of this, all my guilt and misery were the consequence. 
Let none, therefore, quit the post that is assigned 
them by Providence, or venture out of the strait way ; 
the bye-path, though it may invite them by its verdure, 
will inevitably lead them to a precipice ; nor can it, 
without folly and presumption, be pronounced of any, 
that their first deviation from rectitude will produce 
less evil than mine. 

Such, Mr. Adventurer, is the story of my child, 
and such are her reflections upon it ; to which I can 
only add, that he who abandons his offspring, or cor- 
rupts them by his example, perpetrates greater evil 
than a murderer, in proportion as immortality is of 
more value than life, 

I jpn, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

AOAMIIS^ 
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T, y t»tlx. PYTH. 

What have I been doing ? ; 

As Ttian is a being very sparingly furnished with th* 
powtT of prescience, .he can provide for the future 
only by consideiing the past ; and as futyrity is all ih 
which he has any real interest, he ought veiy diligently 
to use the only means by which he can be enabled to 
enjoy it^ and frequently to revolve the experiments 
which he has hitherto made upon life, that he may 
gain v.'isdom from his mistakes, and caution from his 
miscarriages. 

Though I do not so exactly conform to the pre- 
cepts of Pythngorar., as to practise every night this 
solemn recoilccrion, yet I am not so lost in dissipation 
as wholly to omit it ; nor caft I forbear sometimes to 
inquire of myself, in v;hat employment my life has 
-r'.ssed away. Mucli of my time has sunk into no- 
thing, and left no trace by wlilch it can be distinguished ; 
and of this I now only know, that it was once in my 
power, and might once h.ave been improved. 

Of other parts of life memory can give some ac- 
count ; at some hours I have been gay, and at others 
serious ; I have sometimes mingled in conversation, 
and sometimes meditated in solitude ; one day has 
been spent in consulting the ancient sages, and anotlier 
in^ writing Adventurers. 

At the conclusion of any undertaking, it is usual 
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to compute tli^loss and profit. As t sJiafl soon cease 
to write Adventurers, I couM "hot forbear lately to 
'coflsider what has been the tbnseqaence of my la- 
l)Ours ; and whether I am to reckoti the hours lai4 
t)ut in these compositions, as applied to a good and 
laudable purpose, or suffered t6 fume away in useless 
evaporation^. 

That 1 have mterfdefi >()^ell, I hare the attestatiou 
cf my own heart : but good intentions may be frus- 
trated, when they are executed without suitable skill, 
X)r directed to an ehd unattainable in itself. 

Some there are, who leave writers very little room 
for self-congi^tulation ; some who affirm, that books 
tiaire no iftnuence upon the public, that no a^e was 
ever made better by its authors, and that to call upon 
mahkiiid to correct their manners, is like- Xerxes, tp 
scourge the wind or shackle the torrent, 

^his opinion they pretend to support by unfailing 
experience. The world is full of fraud and corrup- 
tion, rg)ine, and malignity : interest is the ruling mp- 
tive of mankind, and every one is endeavouring to 
increase his own stores of happiness by perpetual ac- 
cumulation, without reflecting upon the numbers 
whom his superfluity condemns to want : in this state 
of things a book of morality is published, in which 
charity and benevolence are strongly enforced ; anil 
it is proved beyond opposition, that naen are happy in 
proportion as they are virtuous, and rich as they are 
liberal. The book is applauded, and the author ia 
preferred ; he imagines his applause deserved, and 
receives less pleasure from the acquisition of reward 
than the consciousness of merit. L.et us look again 
upon mankind; interest is still the ruling motivef 
and the w6rkl is yet full of fraud and corruptions 
malevolence and rapine. 

The diflicuity of confudhg this assertion arises 
merely from its generality and comprehension: t« 

VQi. XXV. c c 



Digitized by Google 



S90 ADtJBNTUHfiR. n"" }5% 

4>verthrow it by a detail pf distioct fectSy requires ai 
wider survey of the world th^n human eyes can take ^ 
the progress of reformation is gradual and silent^ a^ 
the extension of evening shadows ; we know that 
they Were short at noon, and are long at sun-set, but; 
our senses were not aj^Ie to discern their increase i 
we know of every civil nation, diat it W^ once sa- 
Tage, and how was it secl^ii^ed but by .pvecept and 
admonition? 

Mankind ^re universally corrupt, but 0om|pt la 
different degrees ; as they are uqiver^ly ignorant^ 
yet with greater or less irradiations of knowledge^ 
rlow has knowledge or virtue been incregscd and 
preserved in one place beyond another, but by diligent 
inculcation and rational enforcement ? 

Bo6ks of morality are cUily Written, yet its infiuence 
is still little in the world f so the .{ground ifi annually 
j^oughed, and yet mfiltitudes are ip want of breads 
But, surely, neither the labours of* the moralist nof 
of the husbandman are vain : let theni ipr a wliite 
neglect their tasks, and their usefidness will be known ^ 
the wickedness that is now frequent wo^ld become 
universal, the bread that is now scarce would wholly 
fafl. * 

The power, indeed, of erety i^dmiaal is msiU 
and the consequence of his endeavours im{ierceptihl«r 
& a general prospect of the wQi'ld. P»Mri4^ce haaf 
given no man ability to jdo much, th^t jsomething 
tnight be left for every fnan to do. The business it 
life is carried on b^ a genera] co-operatic^ ; iti which 
the part of any single man i;ap be jio more distin« 
guished, than the ellect of a particular drop when U^e 
meadows are floated by a sunwner shower > yet e^eiy 
drop increases the inundauon, and eye^ hand adds tpt 
the happiness or misery o^ mankind. 

That a writer, hpwever zealous or eloquent, seldom 
workc a visible effea upon cities or i^imh ^'^ r^* 

6 
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istf be gralieed^ Tfie bobit whkli is read most^ U 
read by- fevir, compared ^th those that read k not ; 
and of those few, the greater part peruse it with 
dtipodictoM that terf Jitde fal^o^r their own improve-' 
loent* 

It i» di£i:u|t to ^numenate the sereral motivM 
which pttxpure to booM the honour of perusal : spite, 
^^anityv and curioskyj, hope .afi4 fear, love and hatred, 
every passion which incites to any other action, serves 
at dner time or oth^r to stinralate a reader. 

Some are fond to take a celebrated yokme into 
their hancis, becattie tj^ey hope to diitingui&h their 
jieactnMidn, by finding f^lts which have escaped the 
publk ; others eag^ly buy it in the first bloom of 
reputation, that they may join the chorus of praisor, 
jxai not J^^y ^B Falitaff terms i(, in * ttie rearward 
«f the &8hion.' 

Soiao ri^ad for ;ityle, and some for ar^ment ; one 
has little care about the sentiment, he observes only 
haw it is ejqnressed ; soother regards not the coo- 
clu^ob, but is diligent to mark how it is inferred ; 
shey read for other purposes than the attainment of 
|xnictical knpiv^^ge ; and are no more likely to grow 
wise by aneiiamination of a treatise of moral prudence^ 
jdian an architect to ioflame his devotion by consider- 
ing attentiydy the pmportioos of a ten»pie. 

Some read that they may embellish liieir conversa^ 
lion, or shine jo dilute ; some that they may not be 
detected in ignorance, or want the nqnitation of liter 
raryaccomplishilients : but the most general and pre* 
valent reason of study ijb the impossibility of iinaing 
pother amusement equadly cheap or constaiit, equally 
dependent on tbie hoor or the weather. He that 
vrants money, to folbw the chase of pleasure through 
h^r vearly circuit, and is left at home when the gay 
fvdrni rails to Bath or Tunbndge $ he whose gout 
^mpe}s him to b^^ ^^^ his chamber, t)ie rattle of 
peg 
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chariots transportiDg ha}>]»er b^ing9- ^ playa aoct 
assemblies, will be forced to seek io books a reiugc 
ifrom himself. 

The authpr is not wholly useless^ who provides 
innocent amusements for mnids like these. There, 
are in the present state of things so many more insti- 
gations to evil, than incitem.ent8 to good, that he who 
keeps men in a neutral, state, may be justly considered 
as a benefactor to ]i£e. 

But, perhaps, it seldoxQ happens, that study ter^ 
minates in mere pastime. Booli have always a secret 
influence on the understanding ; we cannpt at plea-v 
«ure obliterate ideas ; he that reads books of sciencct. 
though without any fixed desire of improvement, 
will glow more knowing ; he that entertains himself 
V/:ith moral or religious treatises, will imperceptibly 
advance in goodness ; the ideas which are ofteji ofier? 
ed to the mind, will at last find a lucky moment 
when it is disposed to receive them. 

It is, therefore, urged without reasoo, as a dis-* 
couragement to writersi, that there are already books 
sufficient in the world ; that all the topics of per-« 
suasion have been discussed, . and every important 
question clearly stated and justly decided ; and that, ' 
therefore, there is no room to hope, that pigmiea 
jshould conquer where heroes have been defeated, op 
that the petty copiers of the present time should ad-a 
yance the great work of reformation, which thdr 
^predecessors were forced to leave unfinished. 
. Whatever be the present extent of human know< 
ledge, it is not only finite, and therefore in its owa 
nature capable of increase; but so narrow, that 
.almost every understanding "may, by a diligent appli* 
cation of its powefrs, hope to enlarge it. It is, how? 
ever, not necessary, that a man should forbear tm 
write, till he has discovered some truth unknown be>» 
foic ; he may be sufficiently useful^ by Qiily ^ye^sifjp^ 
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ing the surface of knowledge, and luring the mind hy 
SL new appearance to a second view of those beauties 
which it had passed oyer inattentively before. Every 
writer may md intellects correspondent to his own, 
to whom his expressions are familiar, and his thought^ 
congenial ; and, perhaps, truth is often more success:* 
fiilly propagated by men of moderate abilities, who^ 
adopting the opinions of others, have no care but to 
explain th6m clearly, than by subtile speculatists and 
curious searchers, who exact from their readers 
powers equal to their own, and if their fabrics of 
science be strong, take qo cari^ ^ render them ac- 
cessible. 

For my part, I .d0siK>t regret the hours which I 
have laid out in these little compositions. That the 
world has grown appmndy better, since the publica- 
tion of the Adyent^rery I have not ofasevyed ; but am 
willing to think* ^hat maay haive been a^cted by sin- 
gle sentiments, o( which it is tileir bnsiness to renew 
the impression ; that many have can^ hints of truth, 
which it .is now their duty to pursue ; and that diose 
yrho have received no improvement, have wanted no| 
ppportttmty but intoestion to inijprove» 
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Qftidfur) tranquillet ? bottaj^ an dulct luullum. 

An iecretum iter^ et falUnt'u semita viUe f HOR^ 

Whether the tranquil mind and pure, 

Honours or wealth our bhss insure ; 

Or down through life unknown to stray, 

Whcr^ Ipnely leads the sileat way. FRANCIS« 

HAvmc considered the Importance of authors to thit 
welfare of the public, I am led by a natural train 
of thought, to reflect on their condition with regard 
tQ themeebres ; and to inquire what degree of hap- 
piness or vexation is annexed to the difficult and labo* 
rious eniployment of providing instruction or eotertain* 
iQient for mankind. 

In estimating the pain or pleasure of any particular 
state, every man, indeed, draws his decisions from hit 
own breast, and cannot with certainty determine, 
whether other minds are affected by the same causes 
in the came manner. Yet by this criterion we must 
be content to judge, because no other can be obtained ; 
and, indeed, we have no reason to think it very 
fallacious, for excepting here and there an anomalous 
mind, which either does not feel like others, or dis- 
sembles its sensibility, we find men unanimously con- 
cur in ^trihuting happiness or misery to particular 
conditions, as they agree in acknowledging the cold 
of winter and Ae heat of autumn. 

If we apply to authors themselves for an account 
of their state, it will appear very little to deserve envy ; 
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for they hxve in «U age^ been addicted Co complaint. 
The. neglect of learntag» tke ingratitude of the pre« 
sent age, and the ^nrd preference by which igno* 
ranee and dullness often obtain favour and rewards, 
have been from age to age topics of invective ; and 
few have left their names to posterity, without some 
appeal to future candour, from the perverteness and 
malice of their own times. 

I have, nevertheless, been often inclined to doubt, 
whether authors, however querulous, are in reality 
more miserable than their fellow^nortals. The pre# 
sent life is to all a state of infelicity ; ev<»y man, like 
an author, believes himself to merit more than he ob- 
tains, and solaces the present with the prospect of the 
future ; others, indeed, su^ those dieq>pomtm£nts in 
silence, of which the writer complains, to shew how 
well he has learnt the art of lamentation* 

There is at least one gleam of felicity, of which 
few writers have missed the enjoyment : he whose 
hopes have so far overpowered his fears, as. that be 
has resolved to stand forth a candidate ^ ftr fame, 
seldom fails to amuse himself, before his a|>peaiance, 
with pleamng scenes of affluence or honour; while 
his fortune is yet under the regulation of fanCy, he . 
easily models it to his wish, suffers lio thoughts of 
critics or rivals to intrude upon his mind, hot counti^ 
over the bounties of patronage, or listens to the voice, 
of praise; ' 

. Some there are, that talk very luxuriously of the 
second period of an author's happmess, and tbu of the 
tuniultuotts raptures of invention, when the mind 
riots in imagery, and the choice stands suspended be» 
tyeen different sentiments. 

Tiieee pleasures, I believe, may sometimes be ia- 
dj4gs^ to those, who come to a subject pf disquisi- 
tion with minds fiill of ideas, and with fancies so vi«> 
gorousy as easily to excite* select, and arrange thenu 
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T6 y»timkf ib<te«d, od wfimissg mtilcffmm, when 
•ne mtimeitt nai^y i»x)dtto»e another, and bdtfc 
ideiui attd esipimkNis prkcut diemsdv^s at the fim 
attmflNni ; bsa mnit hi^^ei»> this gttMeit geniut 
doe» not ;^^Nrft5rd dbtm ; attd ttommcm xvriten kne^ 
it onty V6 toeh t d«gt«fe, as to ct^cBt ha poanbilhy, 
CompMkioci i», for th* i»08t ^^ an eilbrt idf alo^ 
<lili£;ence and steady persevevanc^ Kd wlnt)i dve mio4 
it draiggikl isyiwoeittty or f^isototijon, aafd fi-omirhlch 
the aet»n€k>n n e^ety moment atamiig to mutt delights 
ffdamnsetnenta. 

It Bnqmtify hapj^s, that t design vAmh, -whti^ 
coBsideped at a mtance^ gt^e 'Ammt^ hopn of 
&cility»lBi«E4tt ui b ^ ttcwnitioa with uneiqaiected 
difficahiei ^ the mind whMn w)^ it cdn^A^ml it in 
the gross, iittagined itadf amply inmished Mrith mate, 
rials, finds souMMiei an uneKpeet^ tarmuiefti and 
v$cmtf9 and wondevs whbh^ ^ tjiol^ tdctts are 
vatttsbed, whitli a Hfetfe bvAire soemed Mrug^g fer 



doftieumes many though pretfent thefeniielvwi ; bu| 
ao coflftned and nnexminecttfd, that ^tst^ are not widi<. 
put difficidqr ftdnoed to mitthod, or eonciaMiaiied kt\ 
a regubo* aM dtt)idident series : tl^ nmid £^ at 
once into a Ifdiyrm^i, gE wt&di ndA^ the beginning 
Iter end cad he discover^ and to3i and dtruggliHi 
iMdient fra^itM or esMattkm. 

It is assmed by Horace, that * if matter bb once 
got togedies^ words will U foatid lirith ^vtrv litde 
difttidqr:' ? pttsktoniviiithy thoo^ suffidaift^ ptoi* 
sible vo be icocrted in poeuesl pftc6iMa^i»%*»o nwaoi 
strwtlv and pMtospt)t]k4% tx»e. If woids v/istp 
naturally and necetsarily coflioqneni^ «o^«6ntiftienti| 
it mcvM alwaya foUcnri dot he ^h<»tB|iB mostloaow^ 
ledge must 4ia»e m«8t eto^ianae^'aaddiat^e^tfn^aaaQ 
wonld dsariy eaqmea what he iuUy uudmiood : fA 
we find^ that to think» a»d to diwom^aR^ftoi tlw 
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qualities of differ^ent persons : and many books might 
surely be produced, where just and coble sencunepta 
liie degraded and obscured by unsuitable diction. 

Words, therefore, as lyell as things, claim the care 
of an author. Indeed of many authors, and those not 
useless or contemptible, words are almost the oolf 
care: many make it their study, not so much td 
strike out new sentiments, as to recommend those 
which are already, known to more farourable notice 
by fairer decorations; but every man, whether he 
cfopies or invents, whedier he delivers his own thoughts 
or those of another, has often found himself deficient 
in the power of expression, big with ideas which he 
could not utter, obngkL to raiuack his memory for 
t^rms adequate to his conceptions, and at last unable 
to impress nxj^n his readier the image existing in hi* 
«wn mind. 

i It is one of the common distresses of a writer, to 
be within a word of a happy period, to want only s 
single epithet to give amplification its full force, ta 
require only a correspondent term in order to finish 
a paragraph with elegance, and make one of its mem-« 
bers answer to the other : but these deficiencies can* 
oot always be supplied; and after long study and 
vexation, the passage is turned anew,' and the web 
unwoven that was so nearly finished. 

But when thou^ts and words are collected and 
adjusted, and the whole composition at last conclude 
^, it seldom gratifies the author, when he come* 
coolly and deliberately to review it, with the hopes 
which had been excited in the fiiry of the perform- 
ance : novelty always captivates the mind ; as our 
tfapughts^irise fresh upon us, we readily believe them 
just and original, which, when the pleasure of pro* 
daction is over, we find to be mean and common, or 
borrowed from the works of others, and supplied by 
memory rather than invention. 
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Bnttiitoug^ it riionld happen tint the writser fiody 
■o Sttdi fiwltt in his perfomuuicey he is stiii to re* 
member, that he looks upoA it with partial eyes : anc^ 
when he considers, how rnueh men who C(M!d judge 
of others with great exactness, hate often failed of 
judging of tbemsekes, he will be ai&aid of decidbg 
too hastily in his own BivtMir, or of aUowing himself 
to contien^te with too much complacency treasure 
dwt has not yet been faroiight to the tes^ nor past tie 
only tri^ that can stam^ its value. 

From the public, and only; froixi the public, is he 
to awati a confirmation of fias ckdm, and a final jn^tifi- 
cation of seif'^steem ; but the public is not eatiljv 
persuaded to fiwour an author* If mankind were lelt 
to Mp for themselves, it is reaaosahle to msagiae, 
thstt of such writingf , at lea^ as describe the move* 
ments of the human passions, and of which everji 
man csJRies the archetype wid^in hini^ a jvst opiaion 
would be formed ; but whioever has remarked me fate 
«f books, must bare found it governed bf otbtr 
causeb, than general consent arktng Unna general con-» 
viction. If a new perfennance happens not to fall 
into the hands of some, who have coiirage to tell, 
and antbority to props^pte their opinion, it ofte9 
nemains long in obffcnrity^ and pertu4>8 perishes un^t 
known and imexao^med. A fisw, a very few, com* 
monly qDoititute the taste of the time ; the judgm^t 
which they have once pronounced, some are too hof 
|o discuss, and some too timorous to contradict : it 
may, howevei^, be, I think, observed, that their power 
is greater to depress than exalt, as mankind are more 
credttlou? of ceniiure than of praise. 

This perversion of the public judgment is not tQ 
be rashly nnmbei%d amongst the miseries of an author ^ 
since it commonly serves, after miscarriage, to recon- 
cile him to hiibself. Because the worid hsu sometimea 
passed 90 unjust sept^Qce, he readily con^wies the 
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ftenteAce unjust by which his performance is con« 
demned ; because some have been exalted above their 
merits by partiality, he is sure to ascribe the success 
of a rivaly not to the merit of his work, but the zeal 
of his patrons. Upon the whole, as the author seems 
to share all the common miseries of life, he appears td 
partake likewise of its lenitires and abatements. 
T 
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fyie^uan tantum Mut docvitse re^etiam 

i/ttmat ad tntrntesy hngeque oHendere Musin\ 

ftMndentei celfm choreas in veH'ue rufu, ViD A« 

I iolily pointed out the pathk that lead 

The pantibg youth to steep Partiassus^ head> 

And shewed the tuneful muses from afar^ 

Mitt in a solemn choir and dancing there. PITT* 

He tha^ imdertakes to superintend tke morals and 
the taste of the public, should attentively consider^ 
what are the peculiar irregularities .and defects 
diat chamcterize the times: for though some have 
contended, that men have always been vicious and 
foolish in the same degree; yet th«r vices and 
follies are known to have been not only different 
but opposite in their kind. The disease of the 
time has been sometimes a fever, and sometimes a 
lethargy; and he, therefore, who should always 
prescribe the same remedy, would be justly tcom* 
ed as a quack, the dispenser of a nostrum, which, 
however efficacious, must,' if indiscriminately ap- 
plied, produce as much evil as good. There was a 
time, when every man, who was ambitious of . re- 
ligion or virtue, enlisted himself in a crusade, or 
buried himself in a hermitage ; and he who should 
then have declaimed against lukewarmness and 
scepticism, would have acted just as absurdly as 
he, who should warn the present age a^iost 
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priestcraft and superstitioiiy or set himself gravely to 
sroTe the lawiulness of pleasure, to lure me hermit 
Itom his cell, and deliver the penitent from suicide,. 

But as vicious manners have not differed more than 
Ticious taste, there was a time when every literary 
character was disgraced by an impertinent ostentation 
of skill in abstruse science, and an habitual Bimiliarity 
with books written in the dead languages : every man, 
therefore, was a pedant, in proportion as he desured to 
be thought a scholar. The preacher and the pleader 
strung together classical quotations with the same 
labour, affectation, and insignificance ; truths however 
obvious, and opinions however indisputable, were illus- 
trated and confirmed by the testimonies of TuUy or 
Horace; and Seneca and Epictetus were solemnly 
cited, to evince the certainty of death or the fickle* 
ness of fiortune. The discourses of Taylor are 
crowded with extracts from the writers of the pordh 
imd the academy ; and it is scarcely possible to for- 
bear smiling at a marginal note ot Lord Coke, in 
which he gravely acquaints his reader with an excel- 
Jence that he might otherwise have overlooked : 
* This,' says he, * is the thirty-third time that Virgil 
hath been quoted in this work*' The mixture, how«> 
«ver, is so preposterous, that to those who can read 
Coke with pleasure, these passages will appear like a 
danca: who should intrude on the solemnity of a 
senate ; and to those who have a taste only for poUte 
ilit^'ature, like a fountain or a palm-tree in the deserts 
of Arabia* 

It appears by the essays of Montaigne and La 
Motte le Vayer, that this affectation extended to 
f ranee; but the absurdity wa$ too gross to remain 
long after the revival of literature. It was ridiculed 
iiere so early as the < Silent Woman' of Ben Jonson ; 
And afterwards more strongly and professedly m th« 
^i|r%pter of Hvdibras, wbQ decorates his flimsy o;^ 

VOL. XXV. i& 4 
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tians witb gtvdy patehcrt of Latiiii ii(aA woapa of dtsoe 
from the sdioolmen. The same taak was also undev* 
taken in France by Babac^ in a satire cail^ * Baibon.' 

Wit is more rarely disappointed of its purpose 4]iaii 
wisdom ; and it is no wonder that this moiss of 
pedantry, in itself so ridicidoiitf and de^caDle, wai 
soon brought into contempt by thoae po«ieiqi, a^nsfi 
ivhich truth and reCtkude have not ahways nainCiaiiied 
tJbar dignity* 1^ feajbuies of learning began iasesk 
aibly tp loae their attat^rity» and ha air bequne en* 
gaging andeasy i philosophy was no^r r^Poral^ bf 
theAiaaet. 

'^x abstniae tqiths of astronomy Vj/tan ^i^lainad 
by £onlenelle to a lady by n^ooalight ; justness aod 
propriety of though ^nd ACttttnent •wssk diicussti 
% Bouhoun asiid the 4alicacie8 of a gapden ; and 
Algaiom iDtrodttoed the Newtonian tlMo«y of M^ 
Mkd colours to the -toilet. Addison renuuJM ^liat 
Socrates w)as Hfid to haye broa^t p}iilosopky dowa 
&om heanren to inhabit among men : < Apd V tsKyi 
he, ^shoil be andntifMis to have it vad of me, that I 
haiRe brought philosopfay out of closets and librunes, 
a^hools .and ooueges, to dwell in duba and ^asseoiblies, 
ot tea«table8, and in coffee-houses.' 

But this purpose has ki 6ome measure =i>Mn 4le- 
featod by ^ts sueoess ; and we hate been ^imren ^ram 
onejextrcaae with such ppecipitation, that we liaipa not 
stopped in the iAedium,bot gone on to the other. 

Learning has been direaled of the peeuliantiescf a 
college dress, that she might mix in polite asscmUios^ 
and be admitted to doi^esttc familiarity; fe|E|tbythi8 
oneans die bas been confounded /with ignorance ani 
devity. Those who before could distingutsh ber onW 
^ the Jingnlarity of her garb, cannot now dMxkgnamk 
iier at all ; tand whenever sIm asserts the digmtf it 
ber chai^cter, she has i^ason to foarthat rididulc^ 
«rhich is insepaj»bly conneoted^th tho jramembnuioe 



Digitized by Google 



mi h^ dnRffi^ did is theitfoi^ in danger of being' 
dnten l^acM tbthe eolkge^ Dtrhere, such is her trans- 
fbdnaticrn^ she «na]r at last be r^sed admittance ; for, 
ii»itirad of i^rhinje^s having elfevtited conTersation» 
cofivenation hm degraded learning ; afid the barbarous 
and ifaaocttrate maan'er in ^hich an extem{)Oranr 
^aki&r expresses- a hasty cOnce{)tidn^ is now contend- 
ed to be the rule bf which an author should write, 
it seeihs^ themfore, tiiat to conlsct the taste of the 
nreBtm gea^rmokiy literary subjects should be again 
rirtrodboed itttk^g the polite and gay, without labour- 
itt^ too much to disguis^e ^em like common prattle ; 
abd that cm^erimoa shofid bt weeded of My and 
im{ je r tnjiife l i<ie» cif commoit-f laee rhetoHCy giugliBg 
pfardms} itad tme repartee, whkk ir6> echoed from ono 
iFintor t» aflotber viAikWit the kbour of thought, and' 
hsve been sdFeited by b^t^ ufKlerstancfings in th^ 
dread of an imputation of pedantry. I am of opinion, 
tHit ^ith t^^ Tiew Swift wrot¥ his « Polite Conrersa* 
tsoft ^' atxi wheit^ ht has pkcked up ^ weed, ds^ 
Mters ili^ho si^eed hint should endeavour to plant- 
a flower. With thk view*) Cri^cistn has in this paper 
been intermtst^ with subjects oi greater importance | 
and it is hofeA tjblf mt faShlonaMe conversation wil} 
00 lofi^iBr \» ihb dil^^ce of rational beings ; and that 
dum df geniUli^andht^ratttrewiU not give the sanction 
of their example to popular folly, and suffer thdr 
evenbgs to pass in hearing or in telling the exploits 
of a pointer, discussing a method to prevent wineei 
from peng pricked, or solving a difficult case in back* 
gammon. 

I would not, however, be thought solicitous to con-< 
fine the cosversatiop even of scholars to literary sub^ 
jects, but only to prevent such subjects from being 
tdtiJIy eitclumU And it may be remarked that th^ 
fftmat ibsigaifi^aaee of conversation has a very ex-* 
moAft effect e exceUence that is not understood wiU 
Pd2 
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never be rewardkU and without hope of reward few^ 
will labour to excel ; every writer will be tempted 
to Degligencey in proportion as he de8»)i8e8 the judg* 
ment of those who are to determine his merit ; and 
as it is no man^s interest to write that which the pub- 
lic is not disposed to read, the productions oi the: 
press will always be accommodated to popular taste, 
and in proportion as the world is inclined to be ig** 
noranty little will be taught them. Thus the Greek 
and Roman architecture are discarded for the novelties 
of China ; the Ruins of Palmyra* and the copies of 
the capital pictures of Corre^o, are ne^ected fer 
gothic desi^s, and buriesque political prints; and 
the tinsel of a Burletta has more adnurers than the 
gold of Shakspeare, though it now receives new spkn** 
dour from the mint* and* like a medal* is illustriouSf. 
not only for intrinsic worth, but for beauty cf ex- 
pression. 

Perhaps it may be thought, that if this be* indeed,, 
the state of leaming and taste, an attempt to improve 
it by a private hand is romantic* and the hope of 
success chimerical : but to this I sun not solicitous to 
^ve other answer* than that such an attempt is con- 
sistent with the character in which this paper is 
written ; anH that the Adventurer can assert, upon 
classical authority, that in brave attemptt it i^ glorioor 
even to faiL 
Z 
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Desirtg Manaliosy mea tilia, desine eantusm Vlk.G^ 

Now cease, my pipe, now cease,Maenalian strains. WARTON. 

Whbn this wprk was first planned* it was determined^ 
that whatever might be the success* it should not be 
«fintioued as a paper, till it became unwieldy at ft 
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book, : for no immediate advantage would have indue- 
.ed the Adventurer to write what» like a newspaper, 
was designed but for a day ; and he knew^ that the 
pieces of which it would consist, might be multiplied 
till they were thought too numerous to collect, and too 
costly to purchase, even fay those who should allow 
them to be excellent in their kind. It was soon agreed, 
.that four volumes, when they should be printed in a 
pocket size, would circulate better than more, and that 
f carce any of the purposes of publication could he 
effected by less ^ the work, therefore, was limited to 
four volumes, and four volumes are now completed. 

A moral writer, of whatever abilities, who labours 
to reclaim those. to whom vice is become habitual, 
and who are become veterans in infidelity, xftust jsorely 
labour to litde purpose* Vice is a gradual and easy 
descent, where it first deviates from the level of in- 
nocence : but the declivity at every pace becomes more 
steep, and those who descend* descend every moment 
with greater rapidity. As a moralist, therefore, I 
determined to mark the first insensible gradation to ill $ 
to caution a^nst those acts which are not generally 
believed to mcur guilt, but of which indubitable vic^ 
and h(^es9 misery are the natural and almost necea- 
«aiy consequences* 

As I was upon these principles to write for the 
Young and the Gay ; for those who are entering the 
path of life, I knew that it would be necessary to 
amuse the imagination while I was approaching the 
heart ; and that I could not hope to fix the attention^ 
but by engaging' the passions. I have, therefore, 
sometimes led them into the regions of fancv, and 
sometimes held up befi)re them the mirror of life ; I 
have concatenatea events, rather than deduced con- 
sequences by logical reasoning; and have exhibited 
•cenes ofprospenty and distress, as more fi^rcibly per* 
ii^asire than the rhetoric of declamatipfu 
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' In ttie mory of tfefisttb, I hkfii itidhsMvansA to 
repress rohnoti^ li6pe«i; hj trMeh the reward of labo^ 
lidus tndttetry ii des^sed ; saidhstft ftutided affluent^ 
tseA hoBtoilr vpofit an a6t df gdidh:ftit hitd^rt^, tb 
^^ch few would' hate theiight thifmsefi^es cmgfA 
In the life of MsinOTM, I have shewn the danger cff 
'the firat ap^etOative defectieh^ and etideaitcknid tb 
■diitatmBtraitk the nctdasary depcoiencc of Virttte 
ppoii Religidri. AmuraUi'a first adtance tb erttdtir 
#ai stnkittg a dor; The Wretchedness of Hateah 
Was pr^^ nieftty by Ae waiit rfpoiiitiye rhtot ; 
aikl diat of Mirza By th^ »^fitatiiteSi of hi* devotiod. 
The diatresaof isbiy Ffeemah aHses fto/ai a dommoii 
•lufk! aHoWed dt^viation frdrti triith ; and ih die tM 
Ipapi^rs mbh nitirri^^ the impdrismee (yf mimite pif^«r 
lieillarft is'iUttstraiJed and disirfikycfd; ^itk diii dii^, 
Hie read6^ Will be ^(^ to fisbot er Ae a^e de^gft ih 
ntnidft etiery ^f th^ I Have i^r^hi Which itiaV 
^aaay be known frWii thie reH fey fta¥in| fto «gb^tttre» 
pit the b6ttont, AAicfc^ these-, howei^, Nuinbtfr 
if^rty.fetif Waa M vdluhtiirjr cotiiribafidtt of & 
^biinger, ahd N^imber fcrty^Wbf die gift of a fnAid ; 
id were the first hints bh wl^ich I wrbtji Ae M6ry <* 
Eugemo, and die fetter sigtted TIM. OOC^IE. 

I did not, however,, undertake tb ^ecote thft 
bc^ctoe ^ohe ; ndt oiAf faecau^^ I lAradted suilxcieAt 
leisurej btit becaui^e s^tne dejpte o^iarAetiess ft pro- 
jduced by the pectdlarMes cfereif Wtit^r; ihd it walb 
idiou^t that the coneefy^onb ftofd expres^ibh of an\o^ 
liher, whose pfecei sho^lld hairie a genera! eoihcidencb 
•With mitie, wotiid prdjlVite ^rk^, ^ 1^ ihMamg 
ientert^nnlefit fadihate ihstnjkrdom 

With this view the pieces that S!f/p6» m die begiflp- 

* By signature it meant the letter, or mark^ placed on the left 
hand side of the page ; not the subscrioed names of the assumed 
characters in which sevend of the papefs are written. 

f Said,by mistake,tobt tnrmber foctj<p9erefi, in fcmn^ ^d]tloQ4 



Digitized by Google 



mig9fl^ iroyic^gped'A, >irpe ]^i:oqir«d ; faut ihiff 
rK^ojofce 8^n fa^ng, I was ofcligpd lo qwiy 09 the 
)ul^caljiw» ^^n?, fo^t f oine c^^^il 9u^plie«, till I- 
^^^^&fmithe fr^||tlf)9aep iw}^ h«ve di9«ai|guMhi4 
t^ fm^^ ky «he lettew T a^ {£* ^^sh .a««Wt!UM;p' 
^ I gipst wished^ pf ibeu* vjfs^ ^ expeptaUonsi^. 
sooie 9GG9jant h^ft JI91A& ^h^v giy^e^ i^ tjTmnber fine 
yn^red suid ^birty-sfWF^, a^d Njmtnjier ppe hjwdroi 
ai^d ^ijT^niHAe. ^ut th^epe is «ae paftiCi^, m YfiM^ 
^ ciili^Pfd pie^s ppnciir jjdr tfic gP9^ df^igfi of this 
Fper>^^V^nWn9tb^frogfaen«k>aed: thp^e.who cam 
jD4g€ pflixei^ e^e^^9|ce, ¥^ 0%w)y 4i6q9i(er the 
?a<Bpwi Wiifi^g^ tP h«9^ a divflic Qiigys by tbw 

>^iude8 fofl. 4^ect» of a ckam .i»otbc>r> ^irbnheF 
amMt or 9i9pde]9>,^iit6 ^t^ ^e imi» of those to^ 
y/him he ^^mi^^te? crijdcal kiH>wledge, a„nciMi^ 
ti^atkE^ni^ /of tji^ tnttb of Chri^^t^i^ty. 

Se^4es,|Eh€ asffiftapce pf tl^e ^»t}fna9n» I bdxtf 
re^y«d ipi^e vpl^^at^ .epptnt)#iO&8 ^bicK veonML 
baye 4f«e honour p ^y ^^^U^tioo : jtbe nU^gcrisai 
k^er jiirorn Night, %^ ^ ' ^ ^^ '^^ Fiddia». m 
^60 iMfuij^ signed X ; the {(Btt^apra^ TotWUiD* 
GQO» ;: Ij^^fo^^r sM9d l^iifiil^r ninftjaE^rkfiii 
ii^ith an ^f were sept by ppko^^n bmi^ 

S^t M(6i(tever v^is tbe i^^^ P9 wbi^b I dkfcuxi 
py paft of this wprk» I Ym im pjoetendt ditt dift 
viewifrjith itrhich I .^i^toiook JLt /W98 i^oUyidifin^ 
t^nf^ ; or tb^t } W9ild blV^.engaged in a periodi- 
cal paper, if I had not considered, that'tkough it wofM 
not require deep researches and abstraotedl epeciidationy 
yet it would admit nuch of that norelty which na* 
ture can now su^ly^ and -aSord lie opportunity u> 
excel, if I possessed the power ; as the pencil of » 

* Tbe pieces signed Z are by tike Rev. Mr. Warton, whose 
trandatioD of Virgil's Pastorals and OepigiGS WQi||df{4«|nf fu|i4)r 
cntly distinguish him as a genius and a kMv^ . . 
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master b a8 easily distinguished ia still life, as in a 
Hercules or a V^usy a landscape or a battle. I con* 
fesS) that to this work I was incited, not only by % 
desire to propagate virtue, but to gratify myseff; nor 
has the private wish, which was involved in the nub- 
lic, been disappointed. I have no cause tocomplain^ 
that the Adventurer has been injttiously neglected ; 
or that I have been denied that praise, the hope of 
wtiich animated my labour and cheered my weariness ; 
I have been pleased^ in proportion as I have been 
known in this character ; and as the fears in which I 
made the first experiment are past, I have subscribed 
this paper with my name. But the hour is hastening, 
in which, whatever praise or censure I have acquired 
by these compositions^ if they are remembe^d at all, 
will be remembered with equal indifference, and th9 
tenour c£ $hem only will am)rd me comfort. * Time, 
who is impatient to date my last paper, will shordy 
moulder the hand that is now writing it in the dust, 
and still the breast that now throbs at the reflection : 
but let not this be read as something that relates only 
to another ; for a few years only can divide the eye 
that is now reading from the hand that has written* 
This awful truth, however obvious, and however rei- 
terated, is yet frequently forgotten ; for, surely, if we 
did not lose our remembrance, or at least our sensibi- 
li^, that view would always predominate in our lives, 
which alone can afford us comfort' when we die. 

JOHN HAWKESWORTH. 

BuoKLxv, in Kent, 
March 8* 1754. 
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